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BJSTxnr or cotfNscricur, is. 

B'' ' . ' ' . . 

E it remembered, that an the third day of March, }^^ 

the twenty-ninth yeir of the Ittdfependience of the Unite^^ 
States of America, Noah Webfter,jun. of faid diftridl, Efq. 
hath depofited in this office, the title of a book the right 
^^reof he claims as author, in the words following, (viz.) 
*f ;j5lements of Uftful Knowledge, Volume II. containing 
a Hiflorical and Geographical Account of the United 
Sutes ; for the xife of Schools, by Noah Webftier, jun.*'*-- 
in confoimity to the ad of the Congrefs, of the United 
Spates, entitled, An Adt for the* ericbtlt^gfemettt of learn- 
ing, by fecuring the copies of maps, charts, and books, tQ 
the authors and proprietors of fuch copies^ difricg the 
times therein mentioned. 

Cffs DENISON, Glerk of the Diarift 

of Conneflicut, 

^ ffonneJkut, Jjr. DiftrUl Clerk's Office. 

The foiegoing is a true copy of Record, 
Teft, CH's DEJJISON, Clerk- 



PREFjiCM. 



X fi IS volume of the Elements of Ufeful Know-, 
iedgef begins with a continuation of the hiftory of the 
United States, from the commencement of the Revo- 
lution, and brings it down to the adoption of the pre- 
fent conftitution, and the organization of the govem- 
xnent in 1789* It then proceeds to etliibit the pre- 
fent condition of the United States, and of the feveral 
ftates, as feparate governments. To avoid the repe- 
titions which occur fo frequently in geographical def- 
ciiptions, I have firft given a general view of thofe 
things which are common to all the ftates ; and arrange 
ed, under the head of each ftate, defcriptions of things 
which are peculiar to each. This planj though hata 
the nature of things it cannot be rendered perfeft, has 
neverthelefs enabled me to comprefs many parts of the 
work into a fmaller compafs than ufual, and to avoid 
in part that tedious famenefs which charaderifes trea- 
tifesof this kind. ^ 

The brief view giveil of the conftitutions of the fe- 
Veral ftates, will, it is prefumed, be well received ; 
^s nothing can be more proper for the inftrudlion of 
youth, -than a correft epitome of the principles on 
which the local governments are founded. The objeft 
of the citizens of the feveral ftates, is, to fecure life, 
property and rational freedom ; and an exhibition of 
the various modes by which the citizens of different 
feiftions of the union, have attempted to fecure thefe 
invaluable bleffings, muft be.no lefs enter takswv^?^ <sk; 
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PREFACE. 

ufeful. ^he conftitutions^ 1>eing the work of th 
(fetefmetr in the 'United States, onght to be 
tvith refpe<5t, and ftudied with attention. 

This volume completes the view of the Unitec 
— which, as being of moft ipiportance to the y 
this country, occupies a larger portion of th< 
than will be appropriated to a defcription of tl 
parts of the earth. The two firft volumes are 
connected, and ought- to be ufed together ^ 
fucceeding volumes will be more diftin<a» and; 
feparated without incpavenience to the readgr. 
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Elements of Ufeful Knowledge. 



HISTORICAL EVENTS. 

^c8ton 1. Of the remote Caujes of the Re^ohtton. 

THE firft plkntersbf New-England were all diffenters 
ftom the church of England, who dcfclined to con- 
form to its titual and ceremonies, and by their oppofitioii, 
called down upon their heads the vengeance of archbiftiop 
jLaud. To get rid of fuch turbulent fubje(5ts, was rather 
to be defired, than dreadied, by the king arid eourt. But 
within a few years, the nutherous emigrations from Eng- 
land alarmed the government, and orders werfe i flue d to 
ftopthe failing of fhips bound to America. Thefe orders 
however, Were temporary, and moft or all thofe men de- 
parted from England, who wiflied to fettle in a country, 
^here they might be exempt from arbitrary government* 
As the plantations increafed, and became icfpe<5lable, the 
court of England began to be alarmed with the apprehen- 
fion, that the colonies would become wholly independent 
of the parent ftate. - 

2. Meafures taken to prevent the Independence of the Colo' 
flies. With a view to fectire the dominion of England over 
the colonies, in ecclefiaftical as well as civil affairs, king 
Charles the firft granted a commiffion, dated At^xvL ^<5^> 
1634', by which he cmpowQ\td >J^Ji v«^ -jct^^cbd-^j^^-S^'^s^^^'^ 
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certain other perfoos, to fuperintend the colonies, ta ereft 
courts, civil and ecclefiaftical, to remove governors for 
caufes which to them (hould feem meet, to mquire into 
the conduct of all ofHcers, to punifh offences with fine and 
imprifonment, to make and repeal laws and revoke chat- 
ters« This extraordinary commiHion excited great alarm 
in the infant colonies, but the inhabitants determined xq' 
redd the execution of it ; and on receiving intelligence 
that a governor, appointed by the commiffioners, would- 
proceed to America, the government of MafTacfaufetts 
haftened the fortifications in Boflon harbor.— It does not 
appear that any attempt was made to enforce this com-- 
mi^on. 

3. Colonies under Charles thefirjt^ and the Commonwealth,- 
During the reign of Charles the fir (I, the colonies were 
frequently alarmed with the report of fomeadk of the Eng- 
lifh government, to abridge their freedom. Their ene- 
mies reprefented the people as aiming at an entire inde- 
pendence, and a plan was devifed and nearly maturedr 
to deprive the colonies of their charters, and place over 
them a general governor. Probably the difputes and ci- 
vil war in England, were among the caufes which fruf- 
trated that plan. After king Charles was beheaded, andi 
the government of Englani affumed the fhape of a com- 
znonwealth, the colonies were relieved from their appre^ 
benfions, and the Protedor, Cromwell, appeared to favor 
the views and interefts of the fettlers in America; Under 
his adminiftration however, the parliament paffed an a<Et 
for encouraging the commerce of England, which was 
the ground work of the famous Navigation Aft in 1660,. 
wjiich reftrained the trade of the colonies, and was the 
means of drying up thefourcesof their profperity: 

4. State of the Colonies under Charles the fecond. Upon 
the reftoration cf the monarchy in England, the colonies 
fubmitted, and fent addreffes, congratulating the king on 
liis accefTion to the throne. Connedlicut and Rhode-Iflarld^ 
obtained charters with ample privileges, and fo well pleaf- 
€d was the king with the refpeftful manner in v^^hich they 



■I 



lUkmenis 9/ Ufifut Knonvkigu 

treated him, that he wrote lettert giving moft flattering 
alTurances that he woaldprotedt the colonies, in all thetr 
ehartered rights. . He alfo appointed commifConers to 
examia the ftate of the colonies^ and decide contYoverfies 
between them. The king required that the laws deroga* 
tory to the crown fhould be repealed j that free liberty 
Siould be given to ufe the common prayer, and the fer- 
9^ioe of the Church of England : that all perfons of honed^ 
lives, (hould be admitted to the facrament, and then chiU 
dren to baptifm ; and that magiftrates &ould be chofeni 
and freemen admitted, without regard to opinions and 
' profeflions of religion. The king required alfo that every 
perfon in the plantations fhould take the oath of allegiance 
to his majefty.-*- Thefe requifitions gave the colonies fome 
alarm, and indicated that the king was apprehenfive the 
people intended to become independent. The union of 
the four colonies was regarded by the crown with an eye ' 
of jealoufy, but the people aiTured the king's agents, that 
it was not intended for , the purpofe of caftingoff a de-r 
pen^^nce on England.- 

5. O^ppjtium to the Navigation AH, No meafure o^ 
t&e Englifli court or parliament, excited moriJBtentent»» 
01 was refitted with more firmnefs, by the firft feulers, 
than the law for regulating the trade of England and the' 
colonies, firft enadled by the parliament, in 1G51, during 
the adminiftration of Cromwell, and in 1660, reenafled^ 
by the king and parliament, with confiderable additions. 
By this a<^, all trade with England and the colonies w^s 
reftridledtoEnglifh (hips, the mafter of which ^nd tliree-' 
fourths at leaft of the feamen, were to be Englifli ; and 
the colonies were prohibited from Ihipping* many of their 
moft valuable articles to any ports, but to England, where' - 
they were to be . landed, before they could be fent to mar- 
ket in^ any other country. This regulation tlir^w the aJ-- 
vantages of the c^onial trade into the hands of the Eiig- 

lifh ; but depriveS the colonies of their bell markets. 

The colonies oppofed the execution of it many ryeais. v 
at length, in 1680, governor l^oC C^^-^^^^nj;^^. Sv^xv^xx- 
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ted, and took the oath required. Bat Maffachufetts vt 
more obftinate, and her oppofition was one of the reafo: 
for vacating her charter. She finally fubraitted to xh^^ 
regulations, by paffing a law requiring them to be obfer^v-i 
ed, but denied the right of parliament to bind the coloni e$ 
to obferve them. 

6. Agency of RdndolpL *I*he king, determined t6\ 
enforce the Navigation Adt, fent over Edward Randolphif 
with powers to infpe^ the conduft of the colonies, to make' 
feizuresfor breaches of the adt, and in flioit, to be a com- 
mon informer. This man made it his bufinefs to colle(5l 
charges againft the colonies, and return to England to 
excite the jealoufy of the Englifh government. In this 
manner,' the way was prepared for annulling the charters 
of the colonies, and the appointment of Sir Edraond An- 
drofs, as governor general over New-England and New- 
York. This was the confequence of a determination in the? 
king and miniftry to check and fubdiie the growing fpirit 
of independence in the colonies 5 but Ahdrofs overacted 
his part ; and his tyrannical proceedings only feryeAto 
alienate tjjc people's affedllons from the parent ft^te, arid 
prepare the way for that independence which the^king 
dreaded* 

7. Coloniei iindef King IVilliam and Queen Ann. The 
colonies under Charles and James, had been defpoiled of 
their charters, and fuffered the tyranny of Androfs with a 
fpirit of juft indignation. King William was more favor* 
able to the colonies j Conne^icut refumed her old charter^ 
and Maffachufetts obtained a new one, in which the king 
retained the power of appointiBg the governor, and the 
governor was vefted with the power of negativing the 
choice of covncillors, made by thehoufe of reprefentatives* 
It was fuppofed that tkis power in the' king would fecure 
a predominant influence to the crown over the legiflature 
and colony. But it had the contrary ^edl, and created 
a fruitful fource of ani mo fity between the* two branches of 
the legiflature, which ended only with the revolution. — — ^ 
The governor and council^re the advocates for the ex^ 
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tenfion of loyal prexogative : the houfe of reprefentativcs 
was confided in, as the guardian of the rights of the peo« 
pie. In Queen Anne^s reign a new attempt was made to 
abolifh the colony charters, and place the appointment of 
a general governor in the crown, but it was fruftrated- 

8. Coniroverfies in the Colony of New^Tork. The gov- 
ernment of New-York, like that of MafTachufetts, was what 
was called a I oyal government ; the king appointed the 
governor, who had the power of approving the fpeaker of 
the houfe of reprefentatives. But in this kind of govern* 
ment the afiembly was bound to provide the governor 
with his falary. This was an unceafing fource of diC- 
cord. When a good underftanding did not fubfiil be- 
tween the governor and the afTemWy, Which often hap- 
pened, the affembly would withiiold a grant of the gov- 
ernor's falary, to compel him to give his affent to fome 
favorite bill of their's — the governor, on the other hand, 
if he wlfhed to obtain a large grant, or to carry fome £av 
©rite point, would withhold his aflent to their favorite bills, 
until they had complied with his wifhes- 

9. Controverjiei in. Pennfyhania. By the charter of 
Penriiylvania, the proprietary and his heirs and afligns> 
were governors of the province ; the council and afTembly 
were to be chofen by the freemen. But in fales of land, 
the proprietary not only took purehafe-money, but referv- 
ed an annual quit-rent, with the pretext of furnifliing the 
means of fupporting the government with dignity. The 
proprietary himfelffeldomrefided in America, but dele- 
gated a fubftitute to aft in the capacity of prefident or 
governor, who had a treble vote in enabling laws. In a 
few years controverfies arofe between the governor and 
the ailembly ; and the governor prevailed on certain mem- 
^rs to withdraw from the houfe, to prevent the paffing o£ 
laws difagreeableto him. This the affembly voted to be 
treachery. In flRrt, that province was diftracfbed by dif^ 
putes between the governor and alEembly, refpedling fup- 
plies of money, falaries, quit-rents, paper curteav^^-^a^ 
©tier xnattcrs,from tk^fix& fex\!tfim^^8X \s^;^^^^^^^^^ 
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A hiftory pf thefe difTentioni, writtea by Dr. Franklin^ 
forms a large volume- 

10. Contro^erjies^ in CaroHnai l^j. the original confti^ 
tution of Carolina, the governor and principal civil officers. 
were appointed or approved by the proprietors, in th6 
Palatine's court in England* As early as the year 1687* 
a controverfy arofe between governor Colleton and the 
houfe of affembly, refpefting the tenure of lands and th6 
payAient of quit-rents. The governor demanded the rent* 
although not one acre of land in a thoufand; was cultiva-*. 
ted — the payment proved burdenfome— and the people 
declined it. Hence arofe a contention, AVhich did not 
end, till the affembly renounced the authority of the gov^^ 
emor, and held aflemblies in oppofition to him. This 
ferment fubfided, in a degree under the governors Lud^ 
well and Archdale. But the intere(l of the proprietors, 
who urged for rents, and attempted to reftrain the author-, 
ity of the people, by repealing all laws that enlarged the 
powers of the. affembly, or abridged their own, was fa 
repugnant to the wi)[hes and demands of the colonyj thai 
it.was impoiCble to preferve harmony, and in 1719- the 
ipeople revolted. .^ ^ 

11. Diffhlution of the Proprietor's Ctiarter, The peo^ 
pie gave notice to governor Johnfori of their intention to 
throw oj8F the yoke of the proprietors, elected deputies td* 
the affembly, which was held in oppofition to the govern* 
or's authority ; and notwithftahding his popularity and 
lemonftrances, the affembly openly declaied their -inten^ 
tion to renounce the authority of the proprietors, and fub-» 
mit to the crown. The governor attempted to diffolve 
the affembly, but they ordered the proclamatioti to b6 
torn from themarOiaPs !^nd« They proceeded to elexSfe 
James Mooie their governor, and he was proclaimed withf 
applaufes. An account of thefe pioceedings being tranf* 
mitted to England^ the Carolinians had* hearing before 
the council of regents, (the king being in Hanover) who 

^ decided that' the proprietors had done aiSsthat amounte4 
to a forfeiture of their charteri which was accordingly 
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^ntiulkd m 1720,^nd Carolina taken under royal govern- 
xnenu The crown, in 1728, purchafed the property of 
•fevenofthe owners, for feventeen thoufand, five hundred 
jpounds. 

12. General Remarks on the foregoing Fm3s. From the hif- 
toryofthe colonies, it appears that the principles of theii* 
oppofition to the parent ilate, were moftly planted in the 
'2nind$ of the firft fettlers, or in their primitive conftitu- 
<tions of government. In New-England, an enmity to 
the ecclefiaftical power of the Englifh church naturally 
foflered an enmity to monarchy ; and this enmity was in- 
creafed by repeated attempts of the crown to eftablifh its 
power and prerogatives in the colonies. This enmity gra- 
dually matured intQhabitual and fyftemized oppofitioiit 
which-was greatly encouraged and confirmed by the fpec- 
ulations on government found in the writings of Locke, 
Sidney and others. The authority of thefe authors was 
. reinforced by the parliamentary difcuffions on royal pre- 
rogative and popular liberty, at the revolution in Eng- 
land. In the proprietary- and 'royal governments, the 
endl^ contentions -between the governors and affemblfes, 
encouraged a fpirit of inveftigation into the extent of the 
'.l^ower o£ the crown, and formed the principle of oppofi- 
tion into habit. The open rupture therefore between Great 
•Britain and the colonies, was nottheifudden effe<5b of a^ tu- 
multuous oppofition to a particular a<5t of parliament, but 

- the«ffe<Et of hbftile principles and' habits which had grown 
out of a > l«ng feries of events, and which . a few meafures 
of the Britifh government ripened into adion. 

1 3. IrmneeUate Cmtfes of theRevolution, The proceedings 

- lof the Britifli parliss^ment which manifefted a fettled deter- 
jnination' to keep America Tubje^l tothe crown, and fub- 
fervient to the interefts of Great Britain, were the di reft 
caufesof an oppofition to her claims, which ended in an 
appeal to arms. As early as 1750, an a6t was paffed iri 

" parliament, to encourage the exportation of iroix v^ -s^^ 
and bars, from America to laOXietfsv^.% -so.^ x^^^-^^^^^^^ 
creaing of any mill itv^e coV«ofe^ ^^^ ^>x\x»% ^-^'^ 
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iron, or any plating forge, or furaace for making fteel.— 
The purpofe of the Britifh government was to check the 
growth of manufactures it the colonies^ and to compel 
tliem to export their iron, and import the manufaiElures of 
England. This arbitrary law was enforced, to the de« 
ftrudtion of fome machines of the kinds mentioned^ and the 
difTatisfaSiion oi the colonies. 

14. Stamp A&. After the peace of 1763, the Britifh 
parliament formed a plan of raifing a revenue by taxing 
the colonies. The pretext for it, was to obtain indemnifi- 
iCatton for the great expenfes of Great Britain in defending 
the colonies, and to enable her to difcharge the debt incur- 
red in the preceding war. But a more influential motive^ 
was to check the increafmg fpirit of oppolition, which it 
was apprehended would, in time, mature into a revolt ; 
the parliament, therefore, determined to afTert its fovereign* 
ty and eftablifli the immediate exercife of authority over 
the colonies. For this purpofe, an a<5t was pafTed for lay- 
ing a duty on all paper, vellum or parchment, ufed in 
America, and declaring all writings on umftamped mate- 
rials to be null and void. Thisa£t received the royil a(^ 
fent on the_ f 2d of March, 1 765, 

15. ReceptUn of the Stamp aS in America. When the 
news of the flamp adt reached the colonies, the people ev- 
. ery where manifefted alarm, and a determination to op- 

pofe its execution. The affembly of Virginia firft declared 
its oppofition to the a^, by a number of fpirited refolves ; 
but MaiFachufetts took the lead in this important crifis, and 
maintained it in every flage of the fubfequent revolution. 
In all the colonies however, the determined fpirit of refift- 

. ance prevented the execution of theradl. The ftafnp-maf- 

. ters were burnt in e£Bgy — and popular tumults fucceeded« 
In Boflon, the friends of the Britifh meafures, and the 
crown officers were infulted \ their houfes demolifhed ; and 
among odier damages, the populace deflroyed a valuable 

'""colle^ftion of original papers, concerning the hiflory of the 
colonies, which governor Hutchinfon had made, and in* 

tended topubllibn This lofs was irreparable* To render 
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the oppofition complete, the merchants afllici.iteJ, and 
agreed to a refolution not to import anymore goods from - 
'Great-Britain, until the ftamp Liw Ihouid be repealed. 

16. - Principles in nvbich the Piirliumenl and the C-J'jr.ies- 
a^led. The Britlfh parliament, previous to the repeal ol' 
the (lamp law, pafled an a*5l: declaring that *' they had, 
and of right ought to have, power ta bind the colonies in 

all cafes whatfoever.'*' T^icy alledged that the coloni'js 

weie planted by their care, nourilhed by their indulgence,. 

and protedled by their arms, and their money And 

therefore the colonies owed allegiance, fubjedtion andgr;;- 
titude to the parent ftate. The colonies denied very jnfl- 
ly that they were planted by the Britifh government, ^s^yl 
one of them was fettled at the expenfe of the*:ruwu ; hut 
■ with a vaft expenfe of individuals, and with hardlhips and 
fufferings beyond defcription or credibility. Nor did the 
government of England e.xpend any mon^y or fumllh any 
force for protecting the colonies, for iuty years after t^e 
fettlement of Plymoutli. On die other hand, the goveri;- 
ment negleded the colonies, while feeble and poor ; and 
did notextcnd a pro»:j<Sting arm, until the colonies had 
conquered and expelled feveral indian tribes — had ovei'- 
cc(me the difficulties of feiLlernent — had acquired a good 
degree of ftiength, and be-:;:;:! to ha'^ a valuable com- 
merce. Then thegovernnxr'. of England lent afliflance to 
'defend the colonies, anj ll^i 'i.eto hericlf a beneficial trade. 
> 17. Grounds on nubich tlu: (Johnlcj oppcpd the Stainp jid. 
The colonies always acknowledged themfelves fubjecls of 
the crown ^ Great Britain, untilthe declaration of inde- . 
pendence ; and were moil loyal and afFe<5lionate fubjedls, 
until the Parliament allerted the right of laying inteiiial 
taxes on them, without admitting them to a f}:are of repre- 
fefttatiouv Thcg-re^t principle, utTerted by the friends of^ 
lillert) in parliament, that "taxation and reprefentation 
ai"fe infeparable/' v/a v unvver-fally embraced and ra : intain- 
e.iX\xi America ; and the colonies -denied the r^ghi: of dxo. 
parliament to tnx theai wid^ovu vViti\T <^'q^^«^x^x.. Xx^^-vc^::^ 
did'^the-niifliifry ailed gaiV.ax. ^i^^^^etvxss x-^Sss^*^ ^^^^-^'-^^'^ 
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would be expended in fupporting government and defe 
ing the colonies. The alfemblies wiftied not to have 
taxej. raifed by Great-Britain, nor. to be at her difpofs 
18. C'.ngrefs at New^TorL To give fyftetn and 
ficacy to the colonial oppofition to the ftamp-a<5t, Ma 
chufiitts propofed a meeting of deputies from the fev< 
colonies, to be held in New- York in 0(5tbber 1765. . 
cordingly deputies from nine of the colonies aflemblec 
congrefs at New-York, and after deliberation, agreed 
a declaration of their rights and grievances — afTei 
their exemption from taxes not impofed by their own 
prefentatives — and fent a petition to the king, with 
ynorials to both houfes of parliament. This fplrited 
pofition, feconded by the energetic eloquence of Mr, 
and other Friends of America, produced a repeal of 
ftamp law, on th? 18th of March 1766. The new: 
this event was received in America, with bonfires, ring 
of bells, and other unufual demonftrations of joy. 

19. Duties on Glafs, Papery Paints and Tea, Not 

couraged by the fate of the ftamp a6l, the Britifli mini 

perfifted in their defign of raifing a revenue in Ameri 

and in 1767, ana<Sl was pafled, for laying duties on g 

painters colors, paper, and tea, imported into the coloi 

To render tlie adl efFeftual, a cuftom-houfe \ras dire 

tobeeftabli^ed in America, with a board of commif: 

ers to fuperintend the revenue, and to re fide at Bo 

^ Thefe duties were fm-ill, but the colonics obje<^ed tc 

principle, rather than to the amount, of the tax j 

renionftrated againft the afl. A fecond ajfociation 

formed for fufpending the importation and confumj 

of the goods on which the duties were charged, and c 

Britifb nuinufa^lures. Thefe meafures of MafTachi 

were adopted by the other colonies* and a circular 1 

from Boltoi:i had its irifluence in giving concert and 

Aftency to the opinions and proceedmgs of the col 

alfembMes. This oppofition, fupported by, petitions 

remonftrances in January 1770, procured an aboliti 

all the duties, except that of three pence on every p 

of tea* 
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20. Caufes of Smuggling. The enterprizing commer- 
cial fplrit of the people in America, t>ore, with extreme 
impatience, the fevere regulations impofed t)n their trade, 
which prevented their feekingthe beft markets, arid pour- 
ed all the profits of^a thriving commerce into the bofom 
of the parent ftate. So unjuft and tyrannical were thefe 
reftri<5tions xronfidered, that fmuggling goods to evade the ^ 
duties, was deemed honorable and greatly encouraged— 
In 1768, the revenue officers feized a iloop, in Bofton 
harbor, for attempts to fmuggle wine. The populace af- 
fembled with a view to refcue the floop, but fhe was 
moored under the protection of a Britifh fhip of war. 
The populace then attacked the houfes of the commlffion- 
ers, who faved themfelves by flight to the caftle. 

21. Firfi Jrmed Force fent tofupport the jids of Par- 
liament. The miniftry, finding all mild efforts to ellablilh 
their authority, in regard to a revenue, unavailing, font 
four regiments of troops to be ftationed at Bofton, to over- 
awe the inhabitants, and affift the crown officers to enfoice 
the obnoxious a6ls of parliament. The arrival cf thtfe 
in 1768 gave no fmall uneafinefs to the colonics, but no 
oppofition^as then made. The miniftry alfo gave or- 
ders to ftation armed (hips in the principal ports to pre- 
vent fmuggling. An armed fchooner called the Gafpce, 
was ftationed in Providence river, where fhe was burnt in 
1772by an exafperated populace. A large reward v;a3 
offered for the difcovery of the offenders, but no dilcove- 
ry was made, 

22. Further Meafures to enforce Obedience, In 1 7G9, the 
parliament pafTed an ad to revive the provifions of a 
ftatute enadled in the arbitrary reign of Henry Sih ; 
by which perfons charged with treafon in any of the co- 
lonies, might be arrefted and fent to England for trial. 
The grofs injuftice of this aft, augmented the clamor 
againft the miniftry in Great Britain, and ferved only to 
exafperate ftill more, the iiiinds pf the Americans. Tkv*. 
impolitic ad alone would have i-Axfed 2l \^<£S^I\ss^ \"^ '^'^ 
colonies^ Indeed the fpviil o£ ov'^o^^^^voxv \v.o:^^Ss^^ 
proportion to tl'ie deterrtimatio^ o^ x\ve ^^:^<^^ ^^^^^ ^^ 
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Af'l/fdcree in 1770. To a free and high fpl 
puoplc, the preicnce of an infolcnl niihta? y, could no 
he t'>;tren)C]y irlfr)me and provokinci; : and it was not 
iihlc ?.hi'.t h'-irniony co\ild lon^c^ fuhfili between the ir 
jiaius c[ liorion, and the BritKli troops. A flij'ht a 
tor. < ;.hic< between them on the fcctmd of March 1' 
l>'ir (-VI tl:r.' nif.^ht of the fifth., the enmity of the \Yc 
h'.,,; i.iiili iu vioh?nce and bloocL A body of troops I: 
oid.rcdlo tli^'perfe a number of thf citizens of Bo 
v.'lh- V r; . < cih'eHed in Cornhill, the populace pelted 1 
w\\\\ {\i ',viY> : upon wliicl) the troops fired among tl 
kil! c: ihi;.\M.iui wounded five, two of whom died. '^ 
[rri"y. (iiiiiruUy, tliefoldiers wcic faved from the .fiu 
au <j ;.'.'•:'•<; d populace. But this outrajrc enflamed the 
inu)f;:.y ofth.o Americans againfl: Great Britain, and 
iMcd a more important crifis. I'o commemorate 
melancholy tragedy, an anniverfary oration was inl 
ted in Boflon, and was annually pronounced by fome 
tinguifhed citizen on the 5th of March, till the clofe o 
revolution. 

9A. Dcpua'ton of Tea at Bopn. Altho* the d 
laid on commodities imported into America, had 
t ike 11 off, except the duty on tea, yet the miniftry 
fiucd in maintaining the right to raife a revenue in 
colonies ; and to eftablifti th?a principle, granted pei 
fion to the Eaft India corn|)any to fliip to Americ 
large quant try of tea, charged with the duty. This f 
of the miniiky did not {.icceed. The Americans, d- 
mined tn rf^fjfl the principle cf taxation in every fti 
oppofed tiio landing of the tea — in fome ports they 
^^ed the confjgnees to refign their employment, and ( 
):eiled the Oiips to retu^-n to England without landing 
cargoes. In Bofton, the populace had lefs temper, a 
]^arty difgwifed in the drefs of Indians, went on boarc 
tea fliips, and threw the tea into the fea. This tranliai 
'^h'lch Rmonnted to an open refiftance of t;he governi 
ofGiViic Britain, and led to moie eT\eT^ex\c m^^te« 
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the part of that government, happened in.the year^ 1*773. 

25. Meafures. of Parliament relating to Majfachufell's. 
In purfuance of the minifterial plan of reducing Maflachu- 
fetts to obedience, an aft of pailiament was pvifTed for 
regulating the 'government of that province ; by which 
the powers of the people were abridged, and the officers 

^ of government made dependent on the crown for their 
appointments and falaries. By another aft, perfons in- 
difted for murder or other capital offenfe, might, if the 
governor fhould think an impaxtial trial could not be had 
in the cplony, be fent to great Britain to be tried. By 
another aft, an attempt was made to ftrengthen the inter- 
eft and power of the crown in America, by enlarging the 
province of Canada, and granting unufual privileges to 
the Catholics. All whrch meafures tended only to in- 

, creafe the jealoufy of the colonies, by developing the 
views of the miniftry. 

26. Bojlon Port BilL Inl774j, the parliament, with 
a view to punifh the refraftory province of Maflfachufetts,^ 
and efpecially thq inhabitants of Bofton, as alfo to bring 
them to fubmiflion, pafled an aft to (liutthe port of Bofton, 
and to reftrain all intercourfe with the town by water. 
The governrnent and public offices were removed to Sa- 
lem, and it was expefted by the miniftry that Salem wo\ild 
bepleafed withthe ptofpeft of enjoying the advantages 
of being the feat of government and the center of trade. 
But this raiferable ftratagem had no effeft, but to irritate 
the inhabitants of SJem, who difd^iined to thrive on the 
ruins of Bofton. Thefe proceedings, added to the detec- 

' tion of fome letters which had bei,n writite:^ by the crown 
officers in Bofton, adviling to more decifive meafures 
againft the colonies, railed a ferment in America that left 
little hope of a reconciiiaLion, ' 

^7. CommUtee of Corrtfpondance, During the tranf- 
aftions which have been related, fome of the moft aLle and 
diltinguifhed patriots in Malfachufetts who had long £ee.vv 

. tiie nectiiltyofa reparation fiom Gv;c:'AX"^x\vsA'c^^\iNix >^s^D.^ 
wifhed, if poffible, to avo\d a\v '^^x^^^'^^.w^ >^^^^ 
voive^he country ma i\\n^v\\u^vv co-^X't^.^o'^'^'^-^^^^ 
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felves into a committee of correfpondence, for the pur* 
.pole of obraining and diffiifing corred information, for 
uniting opinion:, and a<!^infj; in imifon with their fellow 
patriots in other colonies. This committee received ad- 
vices regular!)' from their friends in Great Britain, which 
c-aabled them to be prepared, and to prepare the pubh'c 
mind, for every exigency. Similar committees were ef- 
tablidied in all the other NewvEngland colonies, and be- 
came the ground- work of tlieir future union. \ 

lis. yU'rival of General Gage and his reception. In 
May 1774, General Gage arrived in Bofton, with the 
^commKfions of Governor of Maflachufetts, and command- 
er in chief oftheBritifn forces. At the moment of his 
arrival, the people were in great agitation, at the news of 
the port bill ; notwithftanding which, the general was 
■ received with refpeift and treated with polltenefs. Short- 
ly after, arrived two more regiments, with artillery and 
military (lores, indicative of the determination of the 
Britifh government, :o reduce the colonies to fubmifiion 
\ij the force of arms. . .' 

29. ConduSt of the Colonics on this occnjwn^ When the 
Americans Hi v/, by the meafures of the Britifh govern- 
ment, that reconciliation was no longer to be expe<''^. d, 
;tnd that- their rights were to be defended by an appeal to 
jorcci deploring the awful event, but confident of the 
jaCiice of their cauie, and the reditude of their purpofes, 
liiey fet apart a day oP humiliation and prayer, to invoke 
the Supreme Being and manifefl their dependence on him 
for fupport in the arduous contdft. And as the port bill 
h id put an end to the trade of Bofton, and thus deprived 
the inhabitants of the ineans of fubOftence, the inhabi- 
tants of the colonics, opejied the hand of charity, and 
fent liberal contrihutirns to their relid. At the fame 
time the committee of correfpondence frnrned an ajrree- 
mcnr, called a folem Icajiue a^xl covenant, by which 
thty determined to fufpend all i-ncercourfc with Gicat 
Britain, until their chartered rights ihould be reftored. 
Jr> like manner, arreements vcro formed in all parts of 
''^■•cr \o import v.oi '».o c.or-^\ivrielESx\\\^\ ^v^o^^. 
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SO. Proceedings of General Gage, Soon after General 
Gage arrived, he was addrefled by certain gentlemen of 
the council, but the addrefs containing fevere refle(flio^s 
oii his predeceiTor, he would not receive it, Obferving 
the temper of the people, he began to think of meafures 
of defenfe J and dire<5led Bofton neck to be fortified. He 
alfo fei zed on the powder lodged in the public ftore at 
Charleftown. He iifued a proclamation, to oppofe the 
folenin league and covenant, pronouncing it an unlawful 
and traicerous combination. But all this ferved only to 
iniiame and irritate the public mind, and bring his autlior. 
ity into contempt. 

[l\. Origin of Provincial Congrejfes. Genera) G2i2J^ 
had fummone.d thea/Tembly of Maifachufetts to convene 
at Salem ; but on further reflexion, had countermanded 
the fummons. The counter-oider was deemed illegal, 
and the members convened. The go\rernor not meeting 
them, they organized themfelves into a provincial con- 
grefs', which formed a plan of defenfe— refolved to enroll 
a body of men, to be prepared for marching at a minute's 
notice, and therefore called minute -men — they appointed 
general officers — a committee of fafety, to aft as a kind 
of executive council- — and took meafures to colle(:!t fup- 
pliei and military ftores, at Worcefterand Concord. Af- 
ter an adjournment, for a fiiort time, they again met, 
deterrnined on raifmg twelve thoufand men — fent agents 
to the neighboring colonies, to requeil their co-operation, 
and committees of the New-England colonies met and 
agreed on a plan of operations. At the fame time, mea- 
fures were taken to combine all the colonies intoafiim 
union, and for this puipofe, it was agreed that delegates 
from the feverai colonics ihouid meet in a general con- 
grefs. 

Si\ General Congrefs, ■ On the Lhh of September, - 
1774, dele.eratcs from twelve colonies convened in Phila- - 
delpliia, lo deliberate on the molt imporiaiit quef^lons 
that ever en-uged theanxfous f)lir;Lude ^.i v^^-^. ''vx-^ 
deleg.ites were appo\rAed\>N \\^ec-::\oVA^^\<i';\^:N:^N:^^^^^ 
where none cxi.iled, x'ae ^pxyo\v.\rrv<:i\\X.^ '^^^~^"-' '^^^'^ v 
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meetings and a/Toe iations of citizens. They ^ere men 
of the mofl: di(lingui(bed charaAer and talents, and en« 
joyed the public confidence. Before the meeting of the 
general congrefs, a convention of deputies from the towns ' 
in Suffolk county, in Maflkchufetts, had declared that nd 
obedienpe was due to the late a<^s of the Britifh Parlia- 
ment, but that thofe a6ts ought to be rejected as the at- 
tempts of a wicked adminiflration to enflave America. 
This declaration was approved by the general congreft, 
which refolved, that if attempts fhould be made to carry 
into effedl the obnoxious a<fts of parliament, all America 
ought to unite with MafTachufelts in their oppofttioa; 

S3. Proceedings^ of the firfl Congrefs* The great coun^ 
cil ofAnierica, folicitous to preferve peace with the pa- 
rent ftate, but determined to be free, adopted meafures 
which presented to the Britifh miniftry the olive branch 
with one hand and the fword with the other ; fubmitting 
it to their choice to withdraw their unconftitutional claims, 
or to meet the moft determined refiftance. They addref* 
fed General Qage, dating the grievances of Maflfachu- 
fetts, and their refolution to fupport that province in her 
oppofition : intreating him to forbear hoftilities, and not 
preclude the hope of ^a reconciliation. They publilhed 
a declaration of the rights of the colonies, one of which 
was an exemption from taxes impofed upon them by a 
legiflature in which they were not reprefented. They 
however confented to fubmit to all the general regulations 
of commerce, intended for the benefit of the whole Brit-^ 
iflie.npire. They decltired feveral adls of parliament 
to be infringements of the rights of the colonies, and a 
repeal of them neceffary to a reconciliation. They en- 
tered into an agreement to difcondnue the importation of 
BritiHi goods; they fent a petition to the king7 and ad- 

^dre/Tes to the Britift^ nation, to the Canadians, and to 
the colonies- 

. S'l'c Confequent Proceedings of Parliaments When the 
proceedings of the American congrefs wery laid before 
parliament, lord Catham , introduced feme conciliatory 

prepofu'ionSf b:n they ivere rejected by ' a Varge Tcv\i\\ft.^\vA.l 
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nrajority ; and a joint addrefs of both honfes to the king, 
declared that a rebellion a(5luallyexifted in tlie provinca 
of MalFachiifetts. The honfes therefore befought his 
Majefty to take the moft efFedual raeafures to enforce due 
obedience to the laws and authority of the fupreme legii- 
lature ; and afTured him that they were determined to 
fupporthim in maintainiag the juft rights of the crown* 
From ihis/moment, an appeal to arms bepame unavoid- 
able, and both parties prepared for the conflict. 

85. Condition of the Parties at the beginning of the War, 
When the Americans determined to oppofe their military 
ftrength to that of Great Britain, the difparity was fuch 
as might well appall the braveft heart. Great Britain 
poffeiled immenfe -wealth and relources, her navy and 
meichantmen covered the ocean, her armies were confid- 
erable for numbers and difciplin, her military and 
naval ofilcers were of renowned fkill and experience- — 
great washer power, and dill greater the pride of her 
fovereignty. The colonies, on the other hand, were d.efti- 
tute of all thefe advantages — -they had no general gov- 
ernments vefted with powers to control the contending in- 
terefts of thirteen diftinft jurifdi<6lions— the colonial gov- 
ernment were moftly dti'^olved — No fktlful officers, no 
difciplined. troops, no mufkets proper for an army, no can- 
non nor ammunition, no camp equipage, no armed fhips — 
nothing but confcioufnefs of upright views, perfuafion of 
the juftice of their caufe, davntlefs courage, and confi- 
dence in the God of hofts, encouraged the Americans 
to hazard the unequal conteft. 

3G» Meafures of Parltament preparatory to Hof. titties^ 
In the winter and fpring of 1775, the miniftry, Leaded 
, by lord North, procured an a6t of parlianient to piohi- 
bit the New-England colonies from carrying on the liflie- 
ries, and from trading with the Britifh pofreffions_in Europe 
and the Weft-Indies. Thefe reftraints were, by a fubfe- 
qtient bill, extended to the other colonies. Thefe ads 
were accompanied with bills for aa a\\%TR^'^^*iXv;^«.>^*^'^^ 

fea and land fences, T\^e. ^^m^ m^oW ^"^-^^rT^^^t^- 
to ten thoufand Tnen,^^A^\dl TvN^m\.^x ^^^ ^^'^"^^^^^^^^^^ 
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to reduce the rebdlious colonies to fubnaiflion. At the 
fame time lord North introduced a motion for adopting 
what he called a conciliatory plan, but which in fadl held 
out a lure tp tempt the colonies to divide from each other, 
by exempting from parliamentary duties and taxation, fuch 
of them as vvould contribute to the common, defenfe, by 
raifing , their proportion of money in their own way. 

87. Colonial Prepardttons for War. A BritiQi procla- 
mation forbi^lding the exportation of arms and ammuni- 
tion to the colonies, was no fooner received, tlian the moft 
vigorous eflForts were made in America to procure fup- 
plies. A high bounty on the materials, and rnanufa<5lure 
of powder, caufed mills for making it to fpring up in all 
parts of the country, as by enchantment. Ships and 
money were difpatched fecretly to Europe to purchafe And 
import arms and ammunition. In fome places, the can- 
non belonging to the crown, were feized. The militia 
was put under difciplin ; aflbciations and committees, 
where every where formed to carry into efFeft the recom- 
mendations of congrefs ; and in the popular entbufiafm, 
tlieir refolvesand advifory propofals had the effedl of laws. 
38. Shtrml/h at Lexington, An attempt of a party 
of Britifh troops to take fome ca mon which were lodged 
at Salem, threatened to open the awful fcene of hoftilities> 
but the perfuafion of a worthy clergyman induced the 
provincial troops to withdraw their oppofition, at the draw- 
bridge in the town ; the Britifh troops marched over, and 
not finding the cannon which had been previoufly remov- 
ed, they marched tack unmolefted. But in April, a body 
of troops was ordered to march to Concord to deftroy the 
military ftores, which the Americans had collected at that 
place. The march, tho' in the night was difcovered', 
and early in th5 morning of the 19th of the month, about 
feventy of the Lexington militia aflembled on the green. 
Major fitcaim, who commanded the Britifli troops, rode 
up to the militia, and addrefsiiig them by the name of 
rebels^ cmered them to difperfe. Not being obeyed, he 
S'lfcharg&d his piftol, ^and ordered the troops to fire.— 
-Eight men were killed, and fome others wo^iuded* *IVw.^r" 
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began the fanguinary conteft which difmembered the 
Britifh empire, and ended in tlie edablifliment of the inde- 
pendence of the colonies. 

39. Reittm of the Troops to Bofion. Having difperfed 
the militia at Lexington, the Britifh troops proceeded to 
Concord, deftroyed fome flour and other (lores, and return- 
ed to Bofton. Butthe exafperatedi^patriots in the vicin- 
ity collected, and with fuch arms as they had, annoyed 
the troops on their march, by firing from behind fences 
and walls ; and it is doubtful whether the detachment . 
would not have been all killed or taken, had not a rein- 
forcement arrived and joined chat body at Lexington on 
its retreat. On the part of the Americans, fifty men were 
killed, and a number wounded* Of the Britifti forces fixty- 
five were killed, and one hundred and eighty-fix wounded. 

40. Meafures tahen by the Colonies after the beginning of 
HoJlUUtes. The provincial congrefs of Maffachufetts, 
which was in feffion, at the time of the afiFair at Lexing- 
ton, publiChed a manifefto, addreffed to the people of 
Great Britain, exculpating the Americans, complaining > 
of the ravages of the Britifh troops, declaring their loyalty 
to the crowH, but protefting that they would not fubmit 
to the tyranny of the miniftry. They declared General 
Gage to be difqualified for governor of the. province, 
and that he ought to be treated as an enemy. Thsy al- 
fo pafTed votes for fupplying the army with pay and cloth- 
ing. The general congrefs met in May, and refolved to 
raife an army and iflue bills of credit to defray the ex- 
penfes of the war. They now took the appellation of 
the United Colonies, and recommended a day of hu- 
miliation to implore the bleffings of heaven on their fove- 
reign, the king of Great-Britain, and the interpofition of 
divine aid to remove their grievances, and reftore harmo- 
liy between the parent (late andv the colonies, on conftitu- 
tional terms. 

41. Entrenchment on breed's ///'//. After the {kirmifh 
on the 1 9th of April, General Gage ifliied a ^rocUxc^-^- 
tion declaring the Ameivc^imxtv xOc.^v^'^n -s^xv^ ^^^^>^^ 
ingagaina them the feN^x^'^ N^^'i,^-^^^^^ \ ^^^"^v^^ ^-- 
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ever to pardon all who fiiould return to their allegiance, 
except feme of the principal fomeuters of oppofition ; as 
if he expedted the Americans would abandon their leaders 
to the gallows. In the mean time, a coniiderable army 
was colledted in the towns near Bofton, and it was deter^ 
mined to annoy, and if poffible, difiodge the Britifh forceh 
in Bofton. For this purpofe a detachment was ordered 
on the night of the 16th of June, 1775, to throw "up a 
breaft work on Bunker's hill, near Charleftown. By fome 
miftake, tlie troops entrenched, on Breed\s hill, nearer to 
Bolloii, and fo filent and active were they, that by the re- 
turn of light, they had nearly completed a ftrong redout, 
without being difcovered by the enemy. 

42. Battle on Breed* s HilL ' No fooner had the dawn 
of the morning enabled the enemy to difcover tlie advance 
of the Americans, than a fevere cannonade from the (hips 
in the river, announced the determination of the Britilh 
commander, to oppofe the progrefs of the works. But 
this not interrupting the Americans, a body of about 
three thoufand men under General Howe, landed under ' 
protection of the fhipping, and advanced to attack *he 
works. The Americans permitted the enemy to iipproach 
within ten or twelve rods, and then difcharged fuch a 
Ihower of muflcet fiiot as to throw the troops intodiforder, 
and oblige them to fall back. . Being rallied and advan- 
cing a fecond time, a fecond fire didiuch execution as to 
compel the Britilh troops to retreat. Terrible was the 
carnage, and fo diQieartened were the enemy, that the 
officers found it difficult to rally the troops. At lonp^th 
they were brought to charge the entrenchments with fix- 
ed bayonets, and the Americans who had no bayonets, 
• w^eie forced to abandon the works. 
- 4!j. Burning of Charlejlown and event of the action. 
When the Britilh troops firft landed, orders had been giv- 
en to fet fire to Charleftown, with a view^ to cover their 
approach ; and almoft the whole town, confifting of four 
hundred houfes, was laid in afties. This barbarous deed 
^^^^oved of no ufe to the enemy, but ferved to. exafperate 
\Swencans. After a hexoic defetife o{ xlie hill, the 
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Ametican troops, deftitute of bayonets and of ammuni- 
tion, and overpowered by numbers^ retreated over Char- 
leftown Neck, oppofed to a raking fire fiom the Glaf- 
gow (kip of war, and two floating batteries, from which 
however thef fuffered no great annoyance. Sever»was 
the lofs of BritiQi officers and foldiers in this adion, a- 
mounting to mofe thana^tboiiifand men. The lofs on 
the part of the Americans was lefs coiifiderable j not 
amounting to a hundred killed, and three hundred 
wounded and miJEng. Among the killed however was 
general Warren, a brave officer and firm patriot. 

44. Surprize ofTiconderoga^and Crown-Point, .The 
importance of fecuri'ig the pafles into Canada had occur- 
red to fome perfons foon after the action at Lexington. 
To e£Fe6t this, diflFerent parties of men were difpatched 
to gain pofTeffion of the principal forts on the lakes. So 
fecret was the expedition under cononel Allen and colo- 
tiel Arnold, that they furprized and took the commander 
4>{ ^Ticonderoga in his bed. Coloael Warner, with a 
company took Crownpoiht, and in thefe two forts the 
Americans found cannon and military ftores, which were 
greatly wanted* In the mean time, the Britifh miaiftry 
employed means to inlift a body of Canadians into their 
fervice, and fent twenty thoufand (lands of arms, to gov- 
ernor Carleton at Quebec, for the life of the troops. But 
the inhabitants declined taking any part in the conteft^ 
An-irihuman attempt of the miniftry to engage thefava- 
ges to fall pn the frontiers, and annoy the colonies, proved 
equally unfuccefsful. 

45. Proceedings of the Congrefs in 11^ 5, In May 17 75, 
the congrefs met at Philadelphia, agreeable to adjourn- 
tsent, and delegates from Georgia completed <he repre- 
fentation of the colonies. One of thfir ads was a mani- 
fedo, juftifying the neceffity of taking arms in defenfe of 
the colonial rights, which wai written in a mafterly ftile, 
and calculated to make a deep imptefiion on the mind& oC 
their conftituents. They fetit ^ltw^xJcax ^vcCnss^ \si "^"^ 
king, but it was treated vj\\h coTi\&m^X-i T^«^ ^"^^^"^ 
an emiffion of bills of credvt, tvox. xo ^^c^^^v^-^^^ 

C - - 
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of dollars, and the faith of the union was pledged for 
their redemption. They eltabli(hed a poft-office, under 
the diredion of dodlor Franklin. They dire<5^ed. twelve 
companies of riflemen to be enlifted, — inftituted a genexal 
hofpital — and appointed general officers. 

46. Appointment of a Commander in Chief » It was a 
point of hnmenfe importance, to feledl, for the fupreme 
command of the American 2lrmy, a perfon of military 
talents adequate to th^ tafk, and of qualities adapted to 
conciliate the affedions and confidence -of men of differ- 
ent habits and education, and not free from ftrong local 
prejudices. Fortunately fuch a chara^er was found^and 
ieledled. George Washington, a delegate from Vir- 
ginia, was appointed commander in chief of the Amer- 
ican army, on the 15th of June 1775. This gentleman 
had been employed as an officer in the war with France, 
and had difplayed eminent bravery and taknts. I'ohis 
experience in military affairs, he united found judgement, 

* ^xtenfive knowledge of men, perfeft probity, pure morals, 
a grave deportment, indefatigable induftry,' eafy manners, 
ilrid.politenefs, a commanding perfon, cool bravery, un- 
Ihaken fortitude, and a prtfclence that bafHed and con^ 
founded his enemies. 

47. The taking of St, Johns, In^urfuance of the plan 
of guarding the frontiers by taking Canada, pr crippling 

.the Britifh power in that province generals Schuyler and 
Montgomery were fent with a body of troops to attack 
the forts on the borders of Canada, But general Schuy- 
ier returning to hold a treaty with the Indians, the com- 
mand was le/t with general Montgomery. A fmall fort 
at Chamblee was firft taken, where a fupply of powder 
was Qbtai^ed, and fiege was laid to St. Johns. Some at- 
tempts were made^ by governor Carleton to relieve the 
garrifon^ but in vain; and thp garrifon amounting to 
lieven hundred men, furrendered on the third of Novem- 
ber, 1775. This was fucceeded by the furrender of Morit- 
ical. The only misfortune that attended thefe enterpri- 
jf^*;, jFa^ the Icii of colonel Allen, who engaged in a rafli 
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attempt on Montreal, with a fmall party, was made prif- 
oner, and (ent in irons to England. 

4'8» Attack on Qutbec, and Defeat of the American/. 
CcXonel Arnold had been fent with eleven hundred men 
to penetrate to Quebec by the river Kennebec, and the 
wildernefs. ^\fter a n»oft difii^t march, in which fatigue 
andfamin reduced his men to-atiout four hundred, the 
remainder being obliged to return, he joined general 
Montgomery before Quebec in November. Preparations 
Were made to befiege the city, and fome batteries opened, ^ 
but the metal was not heavy enough to make an impref- 
fion. General Montgomery therefore determined upon 
an efcalade. THe army, fmall in number, and expofed 
to moft inclement weather, made the attack on the lad 
day of the year 1775, is four divifions ^ two of which; 
attacks were- feints Xx> deceive the garrifon. General 
Montgomery entered the ^rft barrier, but in attempting 
the fecondv was killed with mod of his attending officers. 
The divifion comr^anded by colonel Arnold t9ok a two 
gun bafttery, but the commander was wounded and com- 
pelled to leave the field. His men fought like heroes for 
three hours, but being furrounded, and feeing no hope of 
relief, they Surrendered prifoners of war. 

49i The burning of Norfolk. At the commencemeiit of 
the troubles in America, violent 'altercations between 
lord Dunmorej governor of Virginia, and the aflembly, 
had induced' the governor to diflblve the legiilature, and 
to refufe calling another. A convention was therefore 
afiembled in March, 1775, confriVing of two delegates 
from a county, who exercifed the powers of government. 
Gn which lord Dunmore feized and conveyed on board 
of a fhip, the powder \rt the magazine at William fburg.^ 
The people afjTembledin arms aifd demanded the powder, 
or its value, which the governor promifed, and an appa- 
rent reconciliation took place. But the governor alarmed 
by popular meetings, fent his family on board bf a <kv^ 
of virar, and iflued a prockLtR^kUotv, Oc^sct^^'^'^^ xsc^^- 
trates of Virginia with txeafetv^tv^ iOc>^v^^- ^^^^"^ 
Ac governor fummoned t\ie ^iSetcOoVj ^ ^^^ ^^x^'^-^ 
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]>erruacle them to accept of Lord NorthH conciliatoiy 
propofitions ; but finding them inflexible, he withdrew 
on board of the fliip. Many irritations' on the part of 
the country people, and the governor's adherents, at length 
produced hodilities, and by order of Lord Dunmore, the 
Houriihing town of Norfolk was laid in^Ifaes^ on the firft 
of January 1770. 

50. Diffoluhon of the Colonial Governments* Daring 
ihe year 1775, the old govemrpents of the colonies were 
all diflblved. The royal governors, and all the crowa 
oiHcer), adhering to the Britifh meafures, became odioas 
to the people ; aad when the popular ferment became 
violent, they were obliged to leave the country, or fufpend 
their fun<51:ions. From that time, temporary conventions 
were held for the pur'pofe of adipiniftering the law^ ^fi4: 
making regulatiojjis to meet tl^ public occalionGf. Man)| 
adherents to Gieat Britain, however, lemained in the. 
country — fome of them, men ofprinciple^ were qxuet 
citizens : others took part with the Britifh troops, TkXkd hj 
fecret machinations or open hoftility, aided and -diredecl 
their operations. ' In fome of the -colonies, the Sntifb 
adherents were numerous and powerful \ an4 cbntribute4 
to weaken the pppofition to the Britilh arms. 

5L , Miluary Operations in and near Sofipn. General 
Wafhington, foon after bis appointment, repaired to die 
army, accompanied with general Lee» and eftaUifhed 
his quarters at Cambridge. On his journey, and at camp^ 
he was received and welcpmed witli the moil ' profound 
refpcift ; and his prefence infpired a degree of confidence 
which was an aufpicious prefage of his future influence^ 
The army invefling Boflon, amounted to about fifteen 
thoafand men ; but was deQ^itute of good arms, ammu- 
nition, clothing and experienced officers. Thefirjft,and 
a i^oH difficult taik, yras, to organize and difciplin the 
troops. All the powder in the army amounted only to 
nine rounds to a foldier ; and to deceive the country with 
hopes and the BtitifK geneial with fears, caiks of iand 
were tntnfported to the camp, under. the nameofpow- 
nfer, A ImaU fupfly froxn Ne wJetfey % wvA \)t« ci%c^^ ^^ 
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a brig, the firft prize taken by captain Manly, afforded 
a^tempopary and almoft miraaulous relief. 

52. Dejlru&ion of Falmouth, The inhabitants of 
Falmouth^ a thriving town in Maine, in compliance with 
the rfefolves of the provincial congrefs, to prevent the 
royaliilsfrom- removing their eflFe<as, obftruftedthe load- 
ing-of a.m*ill-ihip, which, drew upon them the vengeance 
of the Britilh admiral.,- An order was given to burn the 
town, which, after a (hort notice to the inhabitants, to re- 
move their efFedl^, was barbaroufly executed; and mod: 
oi the town was levelled with the duft, on the 18ch of 
0<ftober 1775. Such indrgnities and inhuman mode of 
warfare added, fiiel to the popular flame of oppofition, and 
rendered, it inertinguilliable. In November following, 
jiie government of Maflachufetts authorized letters of^ 
mark and* Teprifal, and inftituted courts of admiralty for 
the trial and condemnation of prizes* Immediately the 
fea fv» armed with American privateers, which captured 
vaft numbers of valuable Britifti (hips, and fupplied the 
Americans with all kinds of goods and military (lores. 

5 J- Evacuxtion of Bojon, The want of powder and 
the neceffity of re-inlilling the troops, whofe time of fer- ♦ 
vice had expired, rendered the army at Cambridp^e in- 
afHve, during the fummer and. autumn*of I775i It was, 
however the intention of general WaQiington to avail, 
himfelf of a bridge of ice over Charles liver in the fol- 
lowing winter, to march his troops into Bofton, and dlf- 
lodge the enemy. But a council of war advifed not to 
make the attempt.. The mode of attack was therefore 
varied., Fbr the pprpofe of diverting the attention of 
the enemy a (evere cannonade upon' tiie town, was com- 
menced, on the 2d of Mirch ;.and' on the night of the 
4th, a battel y was ereded on a hill at Dorchefter Point, 
which was near enough to annoy the Britifh troops m 
Bollon* The Britif|i commander prepared to attack, the- 
works, but a ftorm prevented^ until the works were deem- 
ed To ft rong as to lendef it inexpedieau 'Ccsa 'sj^^ •^- 
ternative then was, to qa\t xhe \.o\^tv^ nnVvOc^ ^k^^^-^^ 
with gre^t alacrity, andotiXheXn^XiWaxecw \nr\^.'^ 
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ral Wafhington marched into Bofton, to tlie unfpeakable. 
joy of its opptefTed inliabitants. 

54% Proceedings of Parliament in the fpring of 1776, 
Thenqws of the affair at Breed's hill, determined the 
xniniftry to employ a powerful force to reduce the colo- 
nies in 1776. For this p^rpofe, they obtained an adl of 
parliament, to juilify them in taking into pay and in« 
troducing into die Britifh dominions, fixteen thoufand 
German troops, which, with the Britifh regiments, cou- 
flituted a force deft ined for America, of about fifty thou- 
fand men. At the fame fefHo)-, an a£l paifed, to prohibit 
all trade and intercourfe between Great* Britain and the 
colonies. This law was violently oppofed by the EngUfli 
merchants, but without effect. One claufe of the adt 
authorized the feizure and condemnation of all Anriericail 
pidperty, on thehigh feas, and what was, beyond exam-> 
pie inhuman, the bill author^ed Britifh fubjed^s to com- 
pel men, taken on board Americau veffiiU, to fight againft 
their own countrymen. 

B5* Tki Steps preparatory to Independence* In the win-* 
ter of 1775 — 6, few men in America had ever tht>ught of 
a final ftparation of the colonies from the dominion of 
CJieat Britain. The gre7\t body of the people would 
have been ftartled at the propgfition* Certain leading 
^len probably had long forefeen and contemplated th& 
averit ; but fome previous fteps were neceffary to prepare - 
the public mind for a meafure involving in its eonfequen* 
ses, the fate of millions. At this time, Thomas Paine, an 
Englifliman of low birth, who poffefled a popuW talent 
at writing, and no fmall (hare offophiftry, and who be^ 
fore he debafed himfelf by infidelity and licentious princi-* 
pies was much refpe(5led, ufhered into the world a number 
of paper?, figned Common S^ns^, to prove the neceffity: 
an4 expedience of a declaration of independence* He was. 
doubtlefs impelled to this and fupported by eminent cha-w 
rs^dlers. The continent was eledirified by his writings—^ 
ibe minds of people were prepared for the great event. 
^6» D^/aration of Independence^ The tv^^s oi llv^ 
a<fls of Parliament, by which W5^r wa^ (iecVai^ ?i^^m^ 
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the colonies, and the inhabitants put out of the protec- 
tion of the Britiih government, afforded a favorable op- 
portunity to take the deci five ftep of fevering the bands 
of conne<flion between the parent ftate and the colonies* 
The motion for this purpofe was made in congiefs by 
Richard Henry Lee of Virginia, and after full difcuffion, 
the queftion was carried by a great majority. On the 
memorable^ ^th of July .1776, the congrefs, after enu- 
jiierating the caufes whicU impelled the colonies to the 
meafure, made and publiftied a manifefto, or fblemn de- 
claration, by which they afferted that " Tbefe United 
Colonies are and of right ought to be. Free and Indbpend- 
ENT States." appealing to the Supreme Judge of ^ 
;he world for the re(5litude of their intentions and pledg- 
ing to each other, for the Jupport of independence, their 
lives^ their fortunes and their facred honor, 

57% jit tack on SuIFtvan's IJland* Early in ITTC, a 
fqnadroi ofBritifh (hips, under Admiral Parker, with a 
body of land forces on board, appeared before Charlef- 
ton, in South Caroliaa, with a view to take poflcfGon and 
roake anfmpreflion on the fouthern ftates. An attempt 
had been made in winter, by a party of Britifh troops and 
royalifts, to penetrate into North Carolina, but it was 
repelled with bravery by the militia. In June the Bri- 
tifii fhips were brought to bear upon Sullivan's iflandj 
which commands the paffage to Charle(ldn> and the at- 
tack con^menced. 'tkit the fire wa^ returned with great 
cfFe<5l from the fort, which was commanded by tolonel 
M'Qultrie. The (hips were (battered and obliged ta aban- 
don the attack, with a heavy lofs of men. -Tl>e 'fquad*" 
ron foon departed for New-York* ' ' 

58, Retreat from Canada* After the defeat at Que- 
bec, the Americans continued the fiege,through t,he winter j 
but the frqall pox broke out ^mong them, and weakened 
their exertions. Early in fpring, general Carleton receive 
ed large reinforcements, and the Americans were Qhlv*^'5». 
to retreat. General Thomv^^ ^xx^^V^^ •2^>aci^^ ^^x^^^^-a. 
at the Three RWers^UUNNAsd^^^'^x.i.^^-^^^'^^^'^g^^ 
After which, the troops d^T^^X^^^^^ ^"^-^ ^^^^"^ ^^ 
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and St Johns, and proceeded, to Crownpoint.. The 
Britilh forces in Cinada amounted to thirteen thoufand 
men, but not having boats or fhipping, they were unable 
to crofs the lake, and their operations were fufpended, 
till autunin. During tho fummer, the Americans were 
reinforced, to- the\tiumber of fourteen thoufand men, who 
Wjere employed in toengthening the works at Ticondcro- 
gft, and raifing fortifications on a hill on the oppoHt fide of 
the Lake, which they called Mbunt Independence. But 
in autumn, one half the army, was di fabled by a violenc 
ague andfeverj and a malignant dyfentery. In O^ober, 
the armed reffels of the pa'-ties came to a(5lion, and the- 
Americans were defeated, but it being late, the Britiflii 
troops retired into Canada for the winter. 

59*. Operat'wns at NeW'Tork^ As foon as B(')fton was. 
evacuated, 'general Lee had been fent to New-York tCK 
i^epel the Br itiOi forces, which general Wafhington fup-. 
pofed, would be dire<5ted to occupy that important and. 
central position* The maia army followed, and. took 
up their quarters, on York Ifland. In June the BritiCh: 
fleet arrived at the Hook, a point of land at the entrance 
of the bay or harbor, having onboard thirty-five thou-- 
fand troops, a body of cavalry, and military apparatus of 
every kind.. General Wafhington could oppofe to this, 
force not more than, feventeen thoufand men, mod of." 
them without experience ordifciplin, and weakened by ai 
malignant dyfentery.. In this litu^tion, a Hne of tor-, 
tifications was erefted on Long-Ifland, and fuch other 
prepaiations made to refill the enemy, as exigences would: 
permit,.. Before the commencement of hoftilities, lord} 
Howe, the Britilh admiral, fent a letter to general Wa(h^ 
ington, to offer terms of accommbdatien ; but the letter 
being addrefled to George Wa(hingtonj E% the com- 
xnader with becoming dignity, declined* receiving it or 
any writing, unlefs dire£led to htm ik.hts true charadler. 

60.' The Mjutant GeneraPs Interview and the jiQidn on < 
Long'ljland, General Howe, the commander of the land: 
forces^ notwilhftanding the fate of his brother's letter, fent 
iis adjutant gexiQidX Patterfon, v?\\ik ^ \ettftx ^xteCX^l, \o^ 
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George Wafluagton, &c. &c. ^c. This todigmty wa^ 
sdfo repelled. After fome converfation, in which gene- 
ral Wafhington obferved/that the propofed conditions of 
reconciliation amounted to little more than an ofiFer of 
pardon, and as the Americans had committed no offenfe 
m^ej wanted no pardpn, the adj,utant general departed^ 
and both parties prepared for a^on« On the 2%1 of 
Auguft, the Btitiih troops landed on the fouth-weft fide 
of Liong-Xiland, near Utrecht, and a party gained the rear 
of the American forces. On thge 27th of we month, thO' 
attack commenced ; but the Americans being furrouo-. 
dedy and expofed to the fire of the HeiSans in front, an<^ 
4)f the B^itiflt regulars tn rear, were totally de&ated. Some 
reginients forced their way through the enemy with great 
lofs ; but a large part £ell in adlton or became pri^ners. 
The Americans ftated their lofs at twelve hundred f the 
BritiQi ftated it at three thoufand. Greneral $ullivaijk 
;^nd lot.d Sterling fell intto the hands of the enemy, whofe 
lojtswasnotmoiie than three or fourjmndjred^ 
• 6t^ ReUre<a firom. Lpng'IJldnd^ Afteir thi/s ije^ere defeafy. 
gmeral Wa(hii^gton^ with the a^yicck of a coi^n^ ^yrs^^, ^ 
^Qsdiered ^ retreat ^o^ Loi^g-IO^d. On t|ie night ^f th(E^ ' 
29th, this was effeded with a fuccefs that was deefned ^ 
merciful interpo£tion of hes^ren. Within a fingle night, 
«n army of nine tboufand men« with their artUlery, ten^ 
and baggage, was tran/ported to New- York, ov«r ^ diffi- 
cult ferry of a mile in breadth^ while the Britiih army was. 
lencamped within (ix hundred yards, and did not difcov^r 
the retreat, till too late to annoy the Americans^ Sooa 
after this event, captain Nathan Hale of Conne^'cut,. 
belonging to colonel Knowlton^s regiment, was employed 
as a fpy to gain information of the enemy's fituation an^ 
dellgns. He had entered and examined tiieir camp> but 
on hrs return, was taken, and the evidence of his enpi^loy. 
ment being clear, he was executed.r—Thus a brav€ officer^ 
and worthy citizen fell a vi^im to his ardent patriotifm> 
lamenting that he had but one life to kvfe. ^^t. VCxs. ^if:ixss^sx^- 
62. Conjtqmncei of tfee Defeat on ^.o1^^1S^a^^« ^^^^ 

Hofwe, under an imptefiiw vWx. vV^ e^^^^^-^cs. w.^ss^'V 
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would induce congrefs to comply with hts terms, dirmiiTei 
general Sullivan on his parole, with a meflage to con- 
grefs, requefting a conference with fome of their members. 
Accordingly three gentlemen were appointed, "Xvho repair- 
ed to Staten Ifland. But^ the committededtned trea^ 
ting, in any other charafter, than that of the rejwefenta- 
tives of independent dates, and lord Howe • could not 
receive them in that capacity, the interview clofed with 
mere compliments. The enemy then pafFed up the eaft 
rivety. and landed a party at Turtle Bay, killed colonel 
Knowhon and dilperfed his trpops. A larger * pirty pro* 
ceeded and landed at Frogs Neck \ and a confrderable 
a'dlion took place at White Plains. In danger of being 
furroimded, general Walhington was compelled to aban- 
don York Ifland, leaving a garrifon in fort Wafhington ;. 
but this was aH^ulted and taken foon after, with the lofs^ 
of more than rf*"o thoufandprifoners. Fort Lee on the 
weft fide of the Hudfon was abandoned, and the. .enemy 
remained mailers of York Jfland, Long Illand and Stateil 
Maud. Soon after- general. Howe took poflcffion of 
New-Yorki the city was fet on fire, by what means is not 
known, and thatpait of it weft of Broadways was re- 
duced to afiies. 

63. Retreat of' Gener^al Wajhrngton and his vtddry at' 
Trenton, The American army being greatly reduced by 
the lofs of men taken prifoners, and by the departure of ' 
men whofe inliftinents had expired* general Wafhington 
was obliged to retreat towards Philadelphia ; general 
Howe, exulting in his fucceffes, purfaed him, not with ftand>- 
ing the weather was feverely cold. To add to the difafters 
of the Americans, general Lee was furprized and taken 
prifoner at Bafltenridgei In this gloomy ftate- of affairs, 
many per fpnsjpined the British caufe ;ind took protedions. 
'But a fmall band^ of heroes checked the tide of Brhi(h 
'fuccefsi A divifion of Heflians had- advanced to Tren- 
ton j' where they repofed in fecurity. General Wafiiing- 
ton was on the oppofit fide of the Delaware, with abput 
threte thoufand men, many of whon* were without fiioes 
0.fi coavcnknt clothing y and the rW^ via& cq^v^t^^ V\>)^. 
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floating ice. But the general* knew the importance of 
ftrilting feme fuccefsful blow, to animate the expiring 
hopes of the country ; and on the night of December 25th 
crofted the river, and fell on the enemy by furprize, and 
took the whok body confifting of about nine hundred men* 
A few were kiljed, among whom was colonel Rahl the 
commanded • 

64'. Viasrji Ht Princelon, On the 2d of January ^ 
1777> lord Cornwallis appeared near Trenton, with a 
flrong body of tioops. Skiimifhing took place, and im- 
peded the march of the Britifti army, until the Ameri- 
cans had fecured their artillery and baggage ; when they 
retired to tlie Jouthward of the -creek, and repulfed the 
enemy in their attempt tp pafs the bridge. As general 
Wafliington's force was not fufBcient to meet the enemy, 
^nd his fituation was critical, he determined, with the 
advice of a council of war, to attempt a ftratagem* He 
gave orders for the troops to light fires in their camp, 
(which were intended to deceive the enemy, j and be 
prepared to march. Accordingly at twel/e o'clock at 
night the troops left the giound, and hj a circuitous 
march, eluded the vigilance of the enemy, and early in 
die morning appeared at Princetcn. A fmart a(5tIon en- 
fued, but the Britifh troops gave way. A party took re-i 
fiige in the college, a . building with ftrong ftone walls, 
but they we? enforced to furrender. ' The enemy loft in 
killed, wounded and prifoners, about five hundred men. 
The Americans loft but few men ; but among them wa« 
a ffioft valuable officer, general Mercer. 

65. Clofe of the Campaign of 1776. The bold and de- 
cifive meaCares of the American general, furprized and 
confounded his enemies. The Britifti were cantoned for 
the winter at Brunlwick aed Amboy, where they were 
watched by the Ameiican army and the active militia of 
Kew-Jerfey. The troops iii the Ameiican fervice how- 
ever vfere few in number, not ihore than fifteeri hundted> 
who kept in check, a formidable I!»\\\!\^'2ot\^\>in^xi:^>^'^^^'^ 
winter. General Waftut>gt6tv, v^\vofe ^on^^^^ V^^^^^^^ 
fcej2 limited, was mvefted, vi[\ \.\i\^ cxvCvcA >,x^'^^^^^> 
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fupreme and unlimited command, which he exercifed for 
the public fafety. Congrefs alfo made great exertions to 
roufe the fpirits of the people by a bold and energetic ad<* 

I drefs— -and they adopted meafuries for raifing an army for 
three years or during the war ; offering large bounties 
and encouragements. They formed a confederation to 
be adopted by the dates, as a bond of union, and recom* 
mended to the feveral dates to form conflitutions for their 
own government, which was accordingly done in this and 
the following year. They alfo fent agents to Europe to 
Iblicit the friendlhip and aid of foreign powers. 

66. Opening of the Campaign of 1 777. In March 1 777, 
a detachment of Britifh troops dedroyed the dores and 
forage belonging to the United States at Peekfkill. In 
April, general Tryon, with three thoufand men, landed in 
Connecticut between Fairfield and Norwalk, advanced to 
Danbury, burnt the continental dores, which were valu- 
able and m«d of the town, and retreated to the fliipping. 
On their return, generals Wooder, Arnold and Silliman, 
with fucliofthe militia as could be hadily colle<5led, har- 
raiied them and killed a confiderable numbex. The 
Americans lod a number of men, and that veceran and 
deferving officer, general Wooder,^ In May, Colonel 
Meigs, a brave and enterprizing officer, with 170 men, 
paiTed <)ver to Long Ifland, dedroyed the (hipping and 
(lores colleded for the Britifli at Sag-harbor, and took 
ninety prifoners, without the lofs of a man. In July, 
colonel Barton of Rhode-Ifland, with a few volunteers, 
croifed theNairaganfet at night, furprifed and took pii- 
foner Genex^l Prefcot. 

67- Retreat of the Americans from Ticonderoga. In 
June 1777^ the BritiHiarmy, amounting to feyen thoufand 
men, befides Indians and Canadians, commanded by gen- 
eral Burgoyne, crofFed the lake and laid dege to Ticoxi- 
deroga. In a fhort time, the enemy gained poifeffion of 
Sugar Hill, which commanded the American lines, and 
general St. Clair, with the advice of a council of war,^ 
ordered the po&s, to be abandotved. TYve texx^-ax s^ ■ 

i£e Americans vrsLS conducted utidei evet^ ^o©o\a^\^^^- 



EUmenU^of Ufiful Knowledge* S7 

vantage-^part of thiair force embarked in * battoes and 
landed at Sken^fboroughr— a part marched by the way of 
Caftletown ; but they were obliged to leave their heavy 
carnion, and on their march^ loft great part of their bag- 
gage and ^resy while their rear wa& harrafTed by thft 
Britifh troops. An action took place between colonel 
Warner, widi a body of Americans and general Frazer* 
In which the Ameiican& were defeated, after a brave re* 
fiftance with the lofs of a valuable officer, colonel 
JF'rancif.- 

68. Battk at ^enmngioru The Americans' had col*- 
ledled a quantity of ftores at Beimington ; to deftroy 
w^blcfa as well as to animate the rbyalifts and intimidate 
the patriots, general Burgoyne detached colonel Baum, 
with five hundred men and one hundred Indians, Col- 
one! &eymaii was ient to reinforce him» but did not ar- 
a:tv% in tune. On the 16tk of Augufi, general Stark, with 
about eight iiundred brave militia men, attacked colonel 
£aum, in his entrenched camp about fix miles from Ben- 
siington, and killed or took prifpners nearly the whole de« 
Cachment. The next day colonel Breyman was attacked 
and defeated. In thefe anions, the Americans took about 
&ven hundred prifoners,aiid thefe fuccefle^ ferved to revive 
^e ipirits of die people. This fuccefs however was in part 
counterbalanced bjr die advantages gained on ^e Mohawk 
hy colonel 5t. X*eger | but this officer, attacking fort Stan<- 
^kx was re|.elled, and obliged to abandon the attempt. 

69- D^eat of General Burgoyne, General BurgOyne. 
after colledling his forces and ^res, crofled the* Hudfoti ^ 
wkh a view to penetrate to Albany. But the American 
army being reinforced daily^held him in check at Sara- 
toga. Geaeral Gates now took the command, and was 
aided by this H^enerals Lincoln and Arnold. On the 
19th of September, the Americans attack^ the Britiih 
army, and with fuch bravery, that the enemy could boaft 
of no advantage, and night put an end to ti«[ -s^fiosss^*.* 
The lofs of the euemy was aboxxx. fw^eViMxA't^^* ^^w^-^^l 
Bur^o/oe Was Qon&ned lu a taxton? 1^'afe-A:a^rcs^% ^^^ 
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Hudfon on one fide and impaflkble woods on die 6ther<^ 
a body of Americans was in his rear— -his boats he Jiad 
ordered to be burnt, and he could not retreat — while au 
^rroy of thirteen thoufand men oppofed hiai in front. 
On the 7th of O^ober, the arnries came to a fecond aftionf 

, in which the Britiifa loft general Frazer, with a. great 
number of officers and men» and were driven within their 
lines. On the part of the' Ameiicans the lofs was npc 
great, but generals Lincoln and Arnold were wounded. 

70. Murrender of the Brtttfh Army* It wastheplsm 
of the Britifh generals, to pufh a body of troops fropi 
New- York, to join general Burgoyne at Albany, and 
by eftabliihing a line of Britilh pods on the Hudibn, to 
intercept the intercourfe between ^he New {Ingland and 
foutheni ftates. While general Burgoyne was attempting 
16 advance towards Albany, general Clinton with a force 
of three thoufand men took poiTeffion of fort Montgom- 
ery, after fevere lofs. General Vaughan, with a body of 
troops, on boistrd of armed fhips failed up the Hudfon, as 
far as Livingfton's .manor, where he landed a party, burnt 
a large houfe belonging to one of the family ; then fent a 
party to the oppofitOiore and laid in aflies the town of 
Kingfton. But;geneTal Burgoyne defpairing of the junc- 
tion between his army and the divifion from Newr^lorkt 
furrounded4>y a fuperior army, and unable to retreat, con- 
fented x» capitulate, and on the 17th of Qdober, furrea- 
dered to the American general. The detachment under 
general Vaughan returned to New-York and the plan of 
the Britifh commanders was totally frufirated. 

71* Operations of the Main Armies, General Wafll- 
ington's force had been augmented, during the winter as4 
fpring, fo as to render ic difficult or impoffible for gei^/^jral 
Howe to purfue his plan of penetrating to Philadelphia. 
The Britifh general therefore altered his plan, and eDobark- 
ing on board of h\% fliips, entered the Chefppeek,, 2^d 
landed at the head of Elk. On the 11 th of Septfipber, 
aD-a&ion was fopght at Brandy wine Creek, in.whic^ |he 
.American forces^ after a brave TeCkftaiiCfc^'wct^ obligedLto 

jrieJd to fuperioT numbers aud i\fc\^\vtv^ nnVCcl >Jfefc\fi^'w^ 
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about twelve hundred men. The BritUh lofs was eftima^ 
led at about half that number. General Wafliington re^ 
treated and encamped about eighteen miles from Phtla<* 
delphia ; while general Howe took poffeffion of that city. 
^ 72, Battle at Germaniown. After having taken pof- 
fefiion of Philadelphia it became neceffary for genorat 
Howe to take the forts inthe Delaware, to open the com- . 
munic,ation with the Atlantic. The Americans had con- 
firu€t:ed a fort on Mud Ifland^ and a redout on the oppo- 
fit Jerfey (bore ;: and had ob(lru6ted the channel of the 
river* In attempting to take thefe forts, count Donop, 
and three or four hundred men were killedj but the forts 
were finally taken* While this detachment was abfent, . 
general Wafhington attacked' the Britifh' army, and at 
firft obtained fuccefs.^ But a fogi in the morning occa- 
fioned many miftakes^ and after a fevere battle, the Amer- 
icans retreated, but without the lofs of their cannon. Their 

' lofs wasubout one thovfand in killed and woundedr 
among t!he (lain was . general NaCh and his aid, major 
Witheifpoon, The Britifh loft upwards of five hundred^ 

. inen, with general Agnew and colonel Bird- After thefe 
operations, the armies went into winter quarters.— Th© 

• Congrefs retired to Yorktown in Virginia.- 

73. Proceedings in the Briti/h Parliaments When th©^ 
hews of the lofs of • general Bargoyne'Sarmy reached • 
England, the nHmftryrb^gan to fpeakof America with 
sioie moderation^ while the oppofition party were-violent 
i« thesr cenfiiTes of admiiilftration^ . The war had then 
cofl? the nation about twenty thoufandmen|. and thirty 
millions of money. In this ftate of affair s, the mini ftry 
had recourfe to private fubfcriptions- to raife additional; 
troops.^ In February 1778,'lord North- laid before the- 
houfe of commons two bills, for conciliating thecoloniesy. 
one to ' declare the intentions of parliament concerning the 
right of taxing the colonies, the other for enabling the 
king to appoint commi(Iioner&,-with fall powers, to treat 
with the American congrefs, general WaOiington^ ot ^3jss& 

-affijmbKes of the colonies, teC^^iSaxv^ ^xv •^^hl'^j^t^^^'^'^^ 
indifferences, Thefe bxWs, 2&v^t ^\«Xfc, ^^^^ ^"^^^ 
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ar. d com&iflioners appointed . One event which haftenoi 
thefe propofitions, was, the alliance between France and 
Americay of which the miniftrjr had obtained foale hicdIzK 
gence. 

74-. Treaties with France. In 1776,congrer» had&nt 
Silas Dean an agent to Fi:ance, tofblicitthe frieiidfhtp i)f 
that rival of Great-Britain, and to procure arms and miK« 
tary ftores. But the French court would give no open; 
countenance to the ajsfent, altho it was evident that the^r 
fecretly wilhed fucc^is tg the Americans^ becaufe the dx^ 
jnembexment of the BritiOi empire, would greatly weakea 
a powerful rival, Mr. Deane, however, obtained fioaie- 
ammunition, clothing, and a parcel of old muikets of 
littic ufe. The French court would liften to no propoii- 
tions of alliance, until thev had news of the furrender of 
Burgoyne. That event decided the negociation, and &st 
the 6th of February 1 778, a treaty ofallrance and a treaty 
of auiity and commerce were figned at Paris, by the^ 
French miniflry, and the American commifConersy deC'^ 
tor Franklin, Mr. Dean, and Mr. Lee. 

75. 1 ranfaSioHs of the Britijh 'comimjjioneru The nev^. 
of the alliance with France was received in Am^ic)|y 
with great joy. The profped of a poweiful ally infixed 
new life into the Americans, and new vigor into their 
councils. In this ftate of the public mind, the Brittfh 
•ommiffioners arri\^ in June, with terms of reconcilia-*^ 
tion, which, a few years earlier, might have effedled the 
obje<5l:. But die congrefs had proceeded too far to re- 
cede, and all conditions of reconciliation, implying a fub- 
jeftion to rfie Britifh crown, and fliort of an explicit ac 
knowledgement of the independence of the United Sta 
were rejedled. Among other means of recalling the 
znericans back to a dependence oh Great Britain, a kari 
bribe was ofieied to an influential gentleman* but it 
Tcje^led with difdain. This negociation oceaflened ma 
publications of manifefloes, and appeals t6 the peop; 
but without any fenfible effedl^ on the public mind. 

76. March of the Enemy through New^^erfy. 
the- opening of the campaign in 1778> ^eweral H< 
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went to Eaglandy and left the command to fi*^ Heary 
Gli^iton. In June the BFitifti array left Philadelphia^ and 
marched towatds Staten Ifland. Iii their march they 
were annoyed by the Americans, and on the '28th of- 
Jutie a divifion of the army under geneial Lee' was or- 
dered^ if poflible, to biing'thqmto an engagement. The 
order was not obeyed— gene^l Wafhington arrived, and 
riding up to general Lee, addieffed him in terms that 
implied cenfure. General Lee anfwered with warm th\ 
and difiefp?(Etful language.'- General Wafhington led the 
troops in perfon, and a flnart a^ibn tookt place, in which • 
both parties claimed the vi<5lory, but the advantage* was 
clearly on the -fide of the Ainericans.- THe lofs in killed 
and wounded amounted to three or four hundred,' on each 
fide ; but the Britifh* left the fields of battle in the night 
and purfued their retreat. This- battle happened at Free- 
hold, in Monmouth cpunty, during a period of extreme 
heat, the jnercury being above ninety degrees by Faren- 
heit'sfcale. Many of the foldiers died on the fppt by 
heat, fatigue, t)i drinkifng, cold water. General Loe was 
tried by a court martial for difobedience, and his com- 
mand fufpended for on^ year. 

77«" Arrival of French Fleet. ^ A fleet from^Toulon, 
of twelve (hips of the line and four frigates, under the 
i^ommand of the count d'Etlaiiig, arrived at the entrance 
of the I)elaware in Jtriy, but it was too late to intercept 
lord Howe*s-fleet,. which h??d arrived at Sandyhook.— 
Tlie- count iailed and lay oflF the hook fome days, but *" 
coniidering it as unfafe to attack the Bntifh fhipsy in the* 
Jhafbor* he departed for Rhode-Ifland. A plan wa$ con- 
<«rted^to attack general . Pigot with the BritifL troops at " 
Newport, by fea and land ;. and general Sullivan was de- 
tached .with a confiderable force to affift in the ' defign. A 
landing on Rhode-Ifland was effected by general Sulli- • 
van; But lord Howewitli the fi.nglifli fleet appearing r 
off Newport, count d'Eftaing, left the fiege arid failed to ^ 
give him battle. A violent tempeft prevented 3La^<^>i=5^^ 
»d diiabled the fleets, fo xii^x. xi^ft ^^^^'^^ ^"^^ ^^nSvv^^ xs 
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put into Bofton to refit. In confequence of this dtfafter, 
general Sullivan raifed the Hege of Newport. A fmart 
action took place on hi$ zetreat> ia which two or three 
hundred men were flain. 

78. Of*oarhus Expeditions in 1778. The Britiflv army^ 
after arriving at New-YoVk from Philadelphia, remained 
ina^ive during thefummer,«Rnd the Americans encamp^, 
ed at White Plains. But in September, general . Clinton. 

'difpatched general Grey, with a body of troops to deftroy 
the (hipping at New-fedford, which was a port much 
freq^jentedby privateers. In thisexcurfion, a. large num^ 
ber of (hipsi with (lores and a number of houfes Wert 
burnt ; and the (heep and cattle on the neighboring 
iflands carried away by the enemy. Anotlier patty 
landed on the Jerfey (hore, furprized colonel Baylor's rc*^ 
gime&t of cavalry, while adeep, and with unequalled bar- 
barity killed almoft every man. A pzrtj of Indiansand: 
refugee royalift* headed by colonels Butler ar J Brandt^ 
fellfuddenly onthe fmall fettlement at Wyoming, treach^' 
eroufly decoyed the guard out of the fort, under a pre- 
tence of a parley, then furrounded and defhoyed the party. . 
Great numbexs were killed aft^r they had furrendered. 

79. The taking of Savanna. In. autumn, geneial Clin-^ 
ton fent colonel Campbell, with a detachment, to msktt'. 
an impreffion on Georgia* He arrived at Tybee late ia* 
December, and prepared to aiTault the works near Sar., 
vanna,«which were in a decayed condition, and feebly de-, 
fended. General Prevoft, who commanded the Brrti(k- 
garrifon at Auguftine, was diie^ed to co-operate in the ex- 
pedition. The American force under general Howe, did 
not eicceed eight hundred, and twenty men,. Byway of' 
a circuitous path, the Briti(h troops attacked the Ameri- 
cans in the rear, as Well as front, and vanqui (bed them,, 
with the lofs of about one hundred men killed, and nesurly- 
five hundred prifoners. The Briti(b took pofTcfSon of Si-. 
vanna. At this time an in(urre^ion ofroyalifts in North, 
Carolina was crufhed by the fpiriced eiertions of the tniJi* 
tia. In this year a more regular difcipltn was introdtfced 
Jmfo ihesLTmy, bj baron Steubetki a Oennasx o&c^u 
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8<!^. Predmory E)scurjibns of the Mrttlfb army in 1779-- 
Early in 1779, fir G^e6rge Collier, and General Matthews, 
were detached to Virginia f6r the purpofe o£ diftr effing 
A^ Americans. They, landed at Portfniouth, anddeftroy- 
ed the (hipping and valuable ftores in that vicinity, with 
many honfes. In June a "party under general Vaughan 
took po^flion of^ an eminence on the weft fide of the- 
Hlidfbnv call'ed Stoney Point, aad obliged the fmall garri-- 
%yti ai; a redout, called Fayette, to furrender ptifoners of/ 
wan. In July, a party undet -general Tryon invaded: 
Connedklcut, under pretext of deftroying the privateers, 
whieh invefted Long-Ifland, and alfoto draw^ if po(Iible»^ 
gfineral Wafh5ngton fitjm hi^pofition at the highlands. 
In this expedition,* the Britilh forces landed at Weft-, 
fjaven, and by a circuitous march enter^ Ne^-Haven,. 
after feme oppofition, where they deft^oyed a nmnlyer oi 
ftores, and cpn^mitted; otlier outlrages* The next day, » 
they embarkc^d, and proceeding weft ward, landed and: 
burnt the towns of. Fairfield and NorWalk, then returned i 
to New-York. 

Si^ The taking of" S^mey PoinU, The Britifh troops hav-- 
ing fortified Stoney Point, and garrifoned . it with fix hun- 
dred men, Geaeral Wayne was df tached, with a body of 
t^obpis to take it. Having performed a difficult march,, 
he commencrf the attack in the depth of - "night, at two 
different points, with unloaded muficets, depending on the 
bayonei alone forfuc^efs.. General Waynewas woooded,. 
but the troops under the brave colonel Meig* and other 
officers, advanced amidft a tremendous fire of. grape fhotr- 
and muiketry, removed the obftacles, and; entered the 
works. The whcfte garrlfon furrendered amounting to 
more diaii five hundred nien — ^thelofson each fide being 
le& t^an, a hundred men, killed and wounded* Anat-. 
tempt foon after to futprize the fortified poft at Paulas 
Hpok, mtfcarried.. A ftill more important expedition, 
planned by Maflkchufetts, in tlie fame feafon* againft the 
Biitifli poft at Penobfcot, failed^ v^kb. \mttsec& VSs.* fe^ 
tedy of troops landed atidAaVA Vm^ v^ ^5w^ ^^^'^ "^^^-^ 
SrUm oarAl f0rce,,utid«i: ik Geoi^^ Q,<JJ^^x> .^k^^'^^. 
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at the harbor, the attempt ^ was frullrated. • The Ameri- 
can armed fttps, bein^ a frigate of thirty two gur^s, one 
of twenty, one q£- eighteen^ feveral firaller (hips, and* 
twenty four ttanfports/ were burnt or. funk . without x>f» 
fering any refinance to the enemy. 

82. Operations in South Carolina and Georgia, Gene- - 
ral Lincoln had beea appointed to the command of the • 
{buthem ' American army, and the Britifh forces had been v 
reinforced; In May, general Afh - was defeated by the • 
enemy, imder general Prevcft, at Briar CreeV, with the ' 
lofs of one hundred . and fifty men killed, and about the ' 
fame number taken. Emboldened by this fuccefs, |rene- 
ral Prevoft contemplated to take pofFeflion of Charleflon ; ; 
but the moft ftrenuous eflEbrts of the governor of the ftate^ 
the militia»and the commander of the regular forces de* - 
feated the attempt, and the Bntifh troops retired to the' 
ifiapds. • In < September, coimt d'£ftaing arrived with hit ^ 
fleet from the Weft-Indies, and it was . determined to at* 
tack general Prevoft ' at Savanna- At firil a regular 
fiege was begun, but the count, impatient of delay, urged 
an affaultw . On the 9th of Oftober,- an attempt was made • 
to ftorm * the' works ^. both ' Americans and Frenchmen ; 
behaved with great gallantry, but were repulfed with the * 
lofs of r more than a thoufand men, among whom was * 
count Polafki, a Polifti officer iii the Ameritan fervicc. 

83.. Exfediiioni)/. General SulJivan, To imprefs^ ter- - 
ror.onthe&vages, and difable them in future from ravag- - 
ing the frontiers, general Sullivan was fent in the fum- 
mer of s 1779, with a ftronf force^ to deftroy their towns. • 
He entered the country of the fix nations, deftroyed forty 
Tillages with all the com and their fruit trees, and return- 
ed with little lofsw In this fummerj the Britifh' troops 
evacuated Rhode^Ifland,' and the French fleet,' after the * 
repulfeat Savanna, returned to the Weft-Indies. . The * 
court of Spain acknowledged, the independence of the 
United States, ^nd fent a force which took pofleffion of ■ 
Horida* by the ' furrenderof a Britifh garrifon. The • 
JE^Cfifatroopsbeld Savaana^ .and the . Atnericans^.i^nder' 
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general Lincoln, retifcd to Charlefiotu Thuf endqil'tbe* 

«^^P«g» of 1779» 

84f. The taking of Cbarlefiofu Sir Henry CUnton, fihdf 
ing It BfioreeaTj to m2k& an impreffion ^oii the fout^em 
Statesy/which were lefs populous than the nurthcmi^ and. 
being a lerel country, rendered the tnmiponation. pf ar<* 
lillery k& difficulty determined, to make them the' feat of 
ytzx* Agreeable to this refolutiot^he (ailed- fiomNew* 
York, wiUi a k; ge force, ia the. feverewiotei. of 17,79'-«?SPj. 
and after a tempeHuous paflage,. in whick be loft fome of 
bis tran/ports, arrived at Savanna' the latter part of Jiuv- 
uaryj. From Savanna* the army proceeded to Gharleftoa^ 
and in April laid^ii^e to that city. The enemy made^ 
T^ular approaches^ and foally betiig prepared to ftorn^ 
^tp,wn, general Lincoln was compeUed to capkijilater. 
About two thoofand five hundred men* befidesthe militiat 
and inhabitants^, became prifonets, andraH the cannen and 
fiuUtary ftot^ This happened an the 1 Sth of May 1 780k 
General C]inton left kid Comwallus to comina^d tb% 
troops in the fouthem army, and retunied to New-Ymk, 
Great numbers of the people m South C>roli«a» being- 
left defiwifelefe, returned to their allegianoe, and the Brit*. 
jUh commander reprefented the ftateas iubd«ied.. 

85. War in-the Southern, States^ No Iboner was Char*- 
lefion in the hands of the enemy, than difpofitions wcrt^ 
9iade to fecure obedience in the iftterior country. Fof 
^i^purpofe, a coniiderable force was fent to Gamden#. 
wl\ere the Britifh ccnnmander, lord Rawdon, coUeded his 
ftpres, smd took up his quarters. Many fevere (kirmiflies. 
took place be(rw^n fmall parties. . Colonel Tar&ton,, an. 
a^ve parti zan, commanding a body of Britifii cavalry* 
defeated colonel Buford^ and put moft o£ his inen to the 
fword^ Colonel Sumpter, of Carolina, collefted a fmall 
bjWidof men, and bravely attadEed fmall parties of the 
jenemy,^ th^s reviving the dreoping fpirits of his country -• 
me^. General Gates was fent to replace general Lin- 
coln, in the chief command, and troops yiex^ ^0^k.^«^^ 
:IO oppofe the progrefe o^ tla?i 1&tV6S^ fetcs-V 
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86w. Beetle at Camden* Lord 'CornwalliSy heartng^ 
that general Gates was approaching Camden^ repaired ta 
that place to reinforce lord Rawdon.^ The two armies 
met on the 16th of Auguft, and » fevere, action enfued; 
The American mtlttia fied at the firflr fire, and could not 
be rallied ; the r^gulai^ American troops fought with* 

!^reatbraver}t, but were at laft overcome and retreated^ 
eaving their artillery, waggons, and two tfaoafand ftands^ 
ef arms. The lofsof the Americans was feven or eight 
hundred men, among whom was the baron de Kalbe, s 
Prudian, and the fecond officer in command. The Britiflt 
lofs was three or four hundred men. The next daj colp^ 
nel Tarletoi> was detached to attack general Sumpter, who 
Iky at Fiihing Creek, with a confiderable body of troops; 
Such was the celerity of Tarleton's movementsi tjiat he 
furprra^d^ general Sampten cut off his men irom their 
arms, routed, killed and difperfed tl^^e whole party. ^ Gen^- 
eral Gates, with the feeble remains of his army^ retreated 
to HiUft)'^»rough, in North-Carolina. 

87. ' Condition of the CaroUnasi and the excurfion to'> 
Springfield, During the-war in the fouthern dates, the in-* 
habitants ^ere in a condition of extreme diftrefsi The 
patriots were profcribed^ and their eftates fequeftered by 
the Britifh commander*. The country was overrun, and 
exhaufted of Iprovifions ;! and mveterate Koftili ties were 
carried on between neighbors and former friends who had 
efpoufed different fides of the difpute-. A large jiarty of 
royalifts, headed by major Fergufon and encamped on 
the confines- of; North Carolinai were attacked and mod 
of them ilain or. taken prifoners by a band of patriotic vol- 
unteers.. Lord Com wallis, by theficknefs of his troops, 
and the fevere lofs of men at Camden, was obliged to re* 
main inadltve.. General.Sumptercolleftedabody of vot? 
linteers, .and continued to harrafs the enemy and ^titei'cept 
their convoys. , During thefe operations in Carolina, a 
body of five thoufand troops, under a Heffian general, 
paiRd into New Jerfey, burnt a number of houfes at Gdh* 
neilicut Farms, and the prefbytei ian church. . In this ex«- 
mu/Ion, the wife of Mr. Ciald\ve\\> a. tetptieiaXA^ ^^^ 
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iBan^^as (W as (lie fat with a child in her arms, in ner 
ownhoufe. The enemy advanced to Springfield, a con- 
fideraWe part of which they burnt, but met with fuch fe* 
Tere refinance from a fmall force under general Green, 
that they returned to New- York. 

88« Finances of the United States* There being no 
nonftitiitional government, when the war began, and no 
power to tai^ the confederated colonies,, the congrefs 
adopted thg expedient of defraying the expenfes of the 
wax, by means of bills of credit. One emifCon after 
inother was ufhered into circulation, and none of it re- 
called by taxes, till fuch a quantity was emitted that its 
'f alue depreciated to one fortieth part, and ultimately to 
one hundreth part of its nominal value— ^-that is, it re- 
quired one hundred dollars in paper, to purchafe one dol-. 
lar in fpecie. With this paper was llie army paid. , The 
foldiers had long been difcontented, thus to lofe their^ 
wages, whilft feiving their country; and in 17S0, their 
murmurs ripened into open mutiny. But the punifhment 
of the ringleaders and die expodulations of the officers, 
prevailed to brin^ them back to their duty. 

89." Arrival of a French Squadron* in July, 1780, 
arrived at Newport, a French fleet under monfieur dc 
Ternay, cpnfifting of feven (hips of the line, with frigates, 
$^nd fix thoufand land forces commanded by general Ro- 
cbambeuu. The troops were landed^ and the l^rtifica^ 
^ions^nade ftrong, This gave new life to the American 
councils and arms ; the army was reinforced, and difpo- 
fitipns made to ftrike an effedtiial blow*. But fuddenly 
the French fleet left the harbor and returned to France, 
without giving the leaft notice to General Wafliingtop i 
io that all hopes of naval a(Ii(lance vaQiihed. Th^ land 
forces remained and co-operated in the fihal redu(5lion of 
ther Bptilh forces in Anierica 5 but general Walhingtoa 
was extremely angry and difappointed at the condu<ftof 
th^ French commander. 

[ m Arnold's Treachery, '^^^^\v,%'^^^'&<\^^^^^^f;^ 
i^menfe danger was \iav^VVi ^xUoNex^6., ^^:^- 
mold, after hS wounds Vvadxu am^xisx e^xSsSs^^^^^ 
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appointed to a command in Philadelphia % where hicop^' 
prefiive and overbearing meafures bad provoked a fetere 
inquiry into his condu^. A committee, appointed bf 
congrefs to examin his accounts^ had rejected manj of: 
them as unjufl; ; and his fevere invedli ves, on the occa« 
fion, and the charg(;k againft him^ bad fubjeded him to a 
uial bj court martial, by which he was fentcnced to be 
^primanded.. By thefe proceedings, Arnold was grescdf 
exafperatedi and he determined on revenge. General 
Wafhington ftill valued him for his bravery and hisfoN 
tner military fervices, and intrufted him with the chief 
command at the important pod at Weftpoint. He tbok 
that opportunity to carry on a negociation with the Britilh 
commander at New-Yqrk, for the furrender of the pod 
into the hands of the enemy. 

91. DeteSion of the Plot. For the purpofe of eon> 
certtng all therequifite meafures, major Andre, adjutant 
general of the Britifh army^ proceeded to Weftpoint in 
difguife, where he took plans of the fortreffes and agreed 
upon the time and manner of attack.— -He then received 
a palTport from Arnold, and fet^aut on his return to New* 
York, under the name of Anderfon. He had paiTed all 
die out pofts of the American army, when riding along 
the road in Tarry town, he was (lopped by three mfltti^ 
men, who were on a fcouting party* Major Andre, alarm- 
ed for his fafety, offered his watch and a purfe of gold* 
for permifllon to proceed, but the men refufed the kribe, 
and feized him. The papers found in his boot evidenced 
his guilt, and he was condemned and executed. Every 
effort was made by the British commander in New* York 
to obtain his releaie ; but in vain. His life was forfeited 
by the laws of war. His fortitude and amiable deport- 
ment however endeared him to the officers of the Aihe- 
rican arihy, who regretted the ncceffity c^ his fate. * 

92. General Arnold* s Efcape* The news of the feiaiire 
of Andre, foon reached the ears of general Arnold, who 
leafing his family and effeiEls, immediately fled and went 

en hoard the VvAviXTe^ at (loop oC war, wYwcVv xV\^ 1^tv\\<k 
cmjamand^fbstd Rationed near the A.tDfiTf\c«a. Yme^ W 
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tJie purpoie oT carrying oh the m'gociation. General 
WaAingron arrived in camp from Conne(S^icut, juft after 
Arnold had made his efcape ; and found the affairs of 
the garrjfon in diforder. He received a letter from Ar- 
nold reqaeiling that his wife might be treated with rcfpefl, 
and fuffered to join him, or return ta Philadelphia, and alfo 
that his. baggage might be fent to him-*-which re.que(ls 
were granted. Arnold received the reward of his treafon, 
jind the coromiflioa of brigadier-general in tlie Britifh 
army* Hethen iflued a paper explaining the motives of 
hts condu(5i:, and had the impudence to publiih an addrefs 
to the American armv, inviting oHBcers and foldiers to 
betraytheir country ; but without the kail fuccefs., ^ 

93. Operations in Carolina in the Winter of 1780 — 81.— 
In the autumn of 1780, general Green, an excellent f^fH- 
cer, was appointed to the conimand of tlie American for* 
ces in Carolina, He wus accompanied by colonel Mor- 
gs^i, an a£live officer, who commanded abody .of n'He 
Hien. The fir ft aftion, af^er this appointment, was fought 
at the Cowpens, where colonel Morgan was attacked by 
colonel Tarleton, who had the advantage of numbers. 
Colonel Morgan placed a body of militia in fr9at.x^f Hf 
wood, while hisbefitroops were drawn. up in th^ rea^ and 
out of fight. The firft line gave way, and as Taijeton 
purfued them, the other line opened to lethis^men^dvars^. 
until they were placed between two fires, when a.deadl^ 
dilcharge from Morgan's troops threvy th^ enemy into^.ir^ 
recoverable diforder. The enemy loft three hundred mctl 
killed and five hundred prifoners. Tbelofs of the Amer- 
icans was tweUe men killed and fixty wounded. 

Q^, Battle near Guilford Court- Houfe. After the '^Ifiift* 
er at the Cowpens, lord Cornwallis determined to inter- 
cept colonel Morgan, and retake the prifoners, but ahea- 
vyrain dunng the night, fwelled the riycrs fo as to pre- 
vent bis defign. To enable his troops to m^rch with 
more celerity, he deftroyed all his heavy ba^^a^e. ^ 
length general Green joit\ed co\w^\ ^IV.ox^'axv^ >«\x^'^^^ 
tioiiaf forces, and lord Goiixw^Wxs, V^V^x^^ ^^^^^^^;^^ 
frooDs,the armies Tfiifet neat vV\e co\a\.-Vwfe ^sv ^ 
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The ai£lion was fought, on the 15th of March 17^1* Th« 
Americans amounted to between 4 and 5 thoufand xae^ 
but moflly militia or inexperienced foldiers. The Bntifli 
foice confifted of about naif the. number of veterans. 
The battle was fought with great bravery and eflGed^ f.for 
although lord Com wallis remained mafter ot^ the field, his 
lofTes, in A country where be could not recruit his^ arniiy^ 
had the e^ed of a defeat. His lofs was more than ^y§ 
hundred men. That of the Americans could not be left. 
95. Subfeqiient OpcraitQni. Lord Comwallis not being 
able to purfue his advantages! general Green marched to 
Camden, where loid Rawdon was fortified, with nin$ 
hundred men. The Britifii commander fallied out and 
attacked him ; victory for Ibme time hung in fufpeni^ j 
t)ut the retreat of two companies, gave th6 Britilh the ad- 
vantage. The lofs on each fide was between two and 
three hundred men. ^ General Green did not remain i«- 
aftive — a number of ports, in different parts qf the coun- 
try, fell fucceffively into hj« power, with fuppiiftof mili* 
tary rtores. General Green laid ficge to Ninety Six,, ji 
ftrong port, but lord Rawdon* with a reinforcement, ad- 
vancing to its relief, general Green attempted to take it 
by <lorm. Bnt the attempt failed, with the I(^ of one 
h^indtcd and fifty men. 

9& Bditle a1 the Eutaw Sfrin^s* Many fkirmiflies W& 
I3rn)vements took place in the fummer of 17Blj but tm 
the IJfth of September, general Green, with about ^^.wo 
thoni:ind men, attacked colonel Stewait, at the £u(a^ 
Springs. After a fevere fire between advanced parties, 
the adtion became general, and the militia gave 'way»— 
General Green then ordered the regular troops of tfep 
fdaryiand and Virginia lines to advance wjcb trailed 
arms, and make a free ufe of the bayonet. A (hower : of 
mufketry and a fevere cannonade made no confid^cTabts 
impre^on on this body — ^they attacked the eneixiy ia^d 
won the vidory. Five hundred men were taken prjf^Q- 
^rs, and the whole lofs of the Brxtirti was ert^imated'^ 
elevt^n hundred. Colpnel Wafbiqgton, bravely adva^^ing 
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to diflodge a party of the enemy from a picketed gardea 
and houfe, was wounded and taken prifcner. Colonel 
Stewart, the next dayi abandoned the place and retreated 
towards Charlefton. 

97. ArnoWsexplotU in Virginia. Early in 1781> gene- 
ral Arnold was difpatched "with about feventeen hundxed e 
Ainen, tb make a diverfion in Virginia, by calling theatteu« 
lion of the Virginians from lord Corhwallis. General 
Philips^ with two thoufand troops was fent from New- 
York to reinforce him. Gseneral Waftiington detached 
the-fnarqais dela Fayette, with two thoufand men, to op- 
pof^ the enemy in Virginia ; and a fmall naral force un« 
, der de Ternay, failed from Newport to block up the Ch;£> 
cpeak and take the Britilh troops. An inconfider^le 
^dlion took plaqe between the fleet and a divifion of the 
Bricfili fhips under the admirals Arbuthnot and Graves. 
But the French ^ips returned, and left the Britilh fqaad« 
fon to factor the army in Virginia. The Britilh troops 
Wifiie employed for a long lime without much interrup- 
tion, in deftroying the wareboufes, tobaci^o, mills aud 
ddier property on James* river and the Appoaiottox, a;Ad 
4nmenfe was the deftrudion of property. 
- 98, yunShn of the Brliijh Forces hi Virginia, After 
the ievere atftion at Guilford, lord CorntvaUis retreated to 
'Wilmington in North-Carolina. His troopi fuflfered e Very 
poiTible diftrefs from the want of provifi6n« and clpthlngi 
<s«ld the extreme heat of tlie climate. He therefore de- 
termined jto force a march through a moft inhofpitablf 
defattf and join the trbops under general Philips in Vir* 
^niaw He f rrived in May, \ind took the command of 
the United forces. General i?i^ilipfe died of a fever, before 
hie arrival. After fome. prediiiory warfa+e, loid Corn- 
VralHs encamped at York town, anadGlaudefter Point on 
York river J which afforded deep Vater for (hipping, and 
'ihftrehe fortified his camps ; the ma.ln body of the army 
U^gon thefouth fide of tlie river at Yorktpwn* ajstfLV^cc^. 
>*rbrfe ibrce b«ing about fevcn th6>a£asAxww!w. \Vx* 

7rr^m £^^t^^bich hd^6^tht attack on ^^^^ ?^!ri^^^^ 

Id the year 1780, a.p\atv o€ com\ive^^^ ^^^^^'"^^. :^ 
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the Briufli forces in America, was preconcerted by g^nr^ 
ral Walhingtoii, at Wethersfield, in conjun^ion with gen^ 
eral Rochambeau, general Knox and other generals— ^ 
General Wafhlngton was induced to this, by the abfblut« 
Keceffity of obtaining fom* fplendiu advantage, to revive 
die expiring hopes and languid exertions of the American 
ftates. Tjje point of attack was not abfolntely deter* 
mined ; for it was not poffible to forefee where the enemy 
would be moft fufceptible of Impreffion. But the gene* 
ral determined to be prepared, either for an attack on 
New-York, if the profpe<5^ of fuccefs fhould be clear ; or 
upon any other innpieflible point* For this purpofe great 
exertions were niade, in collc^ing artillery, boats, ftores 
and provifions. At the fame time the general gave out 
and caufed it to be underftood by all ranks of oflicersr 
civil and military, that New-York was to be the place of 
attack, with a view to induce the eaftern and middleXlates 
to exert themfelves in furnilhing fupplies. After Lord 
Cornwallis had colledled a large body of forces in Virginia^ 
and the general determined that it would be befl: to attack 
his army, he wrote letters to general Green and others^ 
ftating his intention to attack New-York, and contrived to 
have thefe letters intercepted by the Britifli commander, 
in New-York, whn wss completely deceived, and ptevent- - 
ed from fending tuccors to lord Cornwallis. 

100. Siege of Tor ktoivn. After making a Kb© w of at- 
tacking New-York, general WaQiingtonfuddenly quit -this 
camp, croiTed the Hudfon with his <trmy, and paffing. 
through New-.Terfey and Pennf/lvania, fpee4ily arrived at, 
the head of Elk, where a part of his forces embaiked and 
failed to Virginia ; the reft marched by land., At -this 
moment, general Wafhlngton heard of the arrival pf the 
French fleet under the count de Gr;ifle, ir^ the Chefopeafe. 
Admiral Graves made an attempt to relieve, lord Coriiw 
wallis ; and his fleet Lad a flight engagement with the 
French $eet, near the Capes of the Cheibpeak | but.w.icii-. 
out the intended efFedl. A. body of Fiei^l^ troops wa*- 
landed, to co-operale with the Americans,; /rjie. w)iole 
cowblned foice under general "W ai\\«\^VoYk> ixtCi^\Max\^5^.ii|L: 
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twelve or thirteen tlioufand men, befides ihe miliua, cidle- 
lyinvefted the'BFitifh army at Yorktown. 

101 The Burning of New-London. No foonerliad Sir 
Henry Clinton difcovered that general. Walhington had 
drawn oiF his forces towards Virginia, than he fent gen- 
eral ArnoW on another expedition for plunder and de- 
ftruaion. On the 6th Of September 1781, the Britifli 
forces landed near New-London in Connecticut, in two 
divifions 5 one took fort Trumbull, without diflacuhy, the 
other met with a bfav€ refiftance froih colonel Ledyard 
and about feventy men fuddenly collected from the town 
of Groton. The afTailants loft their commanders ; colonel 
Eyre was wounded arid major Fergufon killed ; but they 
took the fort by aflault, and flaughtered the garrifon af 
ter they had Surrendered. Colonel Ledyard was flain 
with his own fword. The party then proceeded to burn 
the town of New-London ; fixty dwelling houfes, eighty 
four ftores, and a greit amount of property were devoted 
to the flames. A pan of the (hipping was fent up the 
river and faved&-:^the reft was deftroyed. 

.102. Surrender of Lord Cornnvaltis and bis army, Th^ 
BtitiOi army being blockaded by fea, the American army 
opened the fn^ batteries upon them, early in Odober, 
with fuch effect as to filence part of their artillery. Two 
Brittftr redouts, which annoyed the operations were af- 
faul^and taken, one by colonel Hamilton, at the head 
of :a* patty of American troops, who attacked with un- 
loaded arrhs and carried the works with little lofs-— the * 
other by a detachment of French troops, w^ho fuffered 
cpnftderable lofs. The fecond parrallel was begun oa 
the night of the 11th ; and fuch was the treroendotis ef- 
fe<3: • of the Amerrtan artillery, that the Britifli works 
were demoK (bed, their guns filenced, and no hope of re- - 
lief or efcape remained. On the ITth of the month, lord 
Cortrwallis propofed a ceflatioii of hoftilities, and on 
the 19th articles of capitulation were i\^^^^'kV^ -«*J^^^i?v 
the ©ritift army, militiTy ftores, ^tv^ ^\^^vw^ S3S^\sSwt:> 
theeib^lids of general Waft^itv^toxu 
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10S« JSfi^^ oftbe Cafiwe of Lord CoruwaiVu o» tk 
Americans* As the redaction of this divifioii of the Bri< 
tifh forces in America^ was coniidered as deciding^ the 
war and eftablifiung the independence of the United 
States^ the news was erery where received wkh emo- 
tions of tnexpreflTble joy. Dirine fervice was performed 
in all the American brigades,, and the commander in 
chief, recommended that all who were noc on datji 
Ihould join ID the worlhip* with a (erioas deportment, 
and that fenfibility of heart, due to the recolledlioa of tlic 
furpriaing and particular interpofitioa of Providence. 
Congrefs refolved to go in piocelliba to churpht and 
make public acknowledgements of eratitude to heaven 
for the Angular event. A public thanfgiving was re- 
commended, and the day was obfetved throughout the 
United States. General Wafliington. and the Frencii 
commanders received the thanks of congrefs ;. and the 
American comn^ander in chief liberated all perfons un^ 
der arreft, that all might partake in the general joy. 

lOi. Confequence of ihefurrender of CornwaUU* Th« 
reduction of io large a part of the Briti(h forces in the 
United Sutes» convinced^the Britiih nation of the uttei 
impiaAicability of conqueiing the country! The com 
bined forces of France and Spain had taken Minorca froxK 
Great Britaia: fonte of the iilands in the Weft Indies 
«nd feme of their podeflions on the fouth American coaft 
had (hared the fame fate. Admiral Rodney, in 1782 
obtained a m6ft important naval viiftory over the Frenct 
fleet under the count de GraiTe, \vhich in fome degree 
balanced the lofTes of Great Britain ;, but the vad expenii 
cy and lives in the cORteft, induced the Britifli na 
tion to wiffi for peace. A change of miniftry took place 
which was fWiUjrable to the United States, and meaiurei 
were taken in 1 78^to open a negociation. General Carle 
ton was appointed to the command in America,,and4arri 
ved at New- York in May, ^<Kth inftrudHons to propsfe aj 
accommodation. At length the mihiftersofthe fevera 
/^oirersat warfignedprovirioualankl«&oi v^ace ea th 
fcfi of Ncveixiber 17S2,by Nihi^x\»m^e^«fB^^^"^« 
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Jbvereiguty of the United States vrere acknowledged » 

On the 3d day of September 1783^ was figntd a defijii- 

■ tive treaty^ which feeured to the United States tlie ob^ 

je€t$ for which they had contended, and gave them a rank 

among nations. , 

105. 2^&e Dtjbanding of the Jrmji. When the Ameri- 

: can army was to be di{banded, new and ferious clifficvltie» 

atrofe coucerning the payment of die arrears of their wage» 

t^nd rations. The want of zefoarces to carry oa the war» 

and the want of afupreme power to lay and colle<fi. 

taxesy had driven congrefs to ^e expedient of emitting 

' vafl fum& in bills of credit, which depreciated aljtnoft to 

i . ao vah;ie ;, and the interruption of commerce with a del- 

V iige of paper currency, baniflied for a time^ all gold and 

^ver from circulation, Iji this fiate of the public trea* 

futy, the army w.is ill paid and clothed,, and great difcon-^ 

^•, ^nts occa(i<Mied the reflgtiation of officers, and rendered 

., kimpxa^icabletorecruit the army.. 

106k -0/* the Pro^lfion made for the Army in 1779- . In» 

January 1778, general Wafhingto&addre^d'ceogrefs ia 

fevor of the army ; reprefenting that altho the effufioa 

€f zeal,, at the beginning of tiie conteft, had indvced 

officers atld men to enter into the fervice without mi|ch 

regard to pecuniary confiderations, yet finding it to con-> 

V .tuiue longer than they had at iB.t^ expe^ed, and that 

' ;Sbey were toexpofe their lives, health and eQates to def* 

, ^^ru^ion,by their patriotiffai, without ^rprofped of acom- 

peient future fubfiftence, their ardor had abated, and a dtf* 

^^lination to the feryice prevaikd-^that refignations Qf 

cQtnti!iiflion9 were frequent, and that reliance could not 

. beplacedonmettdifaffe(3edto.the jfervice^ He therefore 

, . in'ged congrefs to make provifiour to> fecure. them and 

their families from future want and diftrefs^ Convinced 

.<)f the propriety of this meaiure, congrefs On the 15th of 

, May , 1 778, refolved to grant half pay fot feven . years- 

r ;; >after the war, to the commiflioned officers ; andtf^xsiss^- 

^in* cdmroiffioned officers and i^iw-axe^, «v^v^ ^cS^sact's.^ -j^x. <s>sfc- 

^ib «id«f the war^ m ad^iou xo \3ci^vx ^^1. ^^/«»»^^ 
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107. EJlas ef this Graniy and the Exlettfton of it. The?| 
half pay refolve quieted the apprehenfions of the army, in 
a good degree, and the fervice was for a time, performed 
with zeai and alacrity. B^it the continual depreciation of 
the currency in which the troops received their wages, 
deprived them of a great part of their real dues, and 
neither officers nor foldicrs could maintain a decent ap- 
j5earance, in point of drefs, while the families of many 
were fufFering at home. Thefe circumftances, with the 
derangement of a great number of officers, in 1780, oc- 
cafioned by the neceffity of reducing the number of regi- 
ments, for want of their complement of men, gave rife to 
great difcon tents in the army, and called for a further in- 
lerpofition of congrefs. Upon the reprefentation of theife 
fa<^s, bythe commander in chief, cdhgrefs on the 21ft 
ofOdlober, 1780, refdlved, that the officers (hould be en- 
titled to half pay for life. 

108. State of the ^rthy in 17 SS. Repofmg confidence 
iii. the faith of the United States, the officers of the army - 
remained -quiet, until the clofe of the war. A mutiny 
among the foldiers, in two or three inftances, occafioned 
fome*alarm, but produced no ferious confequences. Af- 
ter the army returned from Yorktown; and encamped at 
Newbiirg, on the Hudfon, a ceflfation of hoftilities gave 
theraleifure to contemplate their fufFerings, their loffes by 
paper currency, and their future profpe^s. At that time, ^ 
a report was circulaffed that congrefs did not intend to 
fulfil their engagements refpe6ting half pay. They there- 
fore deputed a committee of officers to wait on congrefs, 
with an addrefs and petition, reprefenting their hatdfhips, 
and embanraiTments — that in 1777, they had beenj)aid in ' 
dollars when worth four pence only^— and that their fub- 
fequent arrearages had not been liquidated. They there- 
fore requefted an adjuftment, an^ payment or fecurity for 
the balances due. And as the half pay refolves had given 
uneafinefs, by eftablifhing a precedent of ptnfionsy they 
requefted afum in grofs in lieu of half pay for life, 

109. ProMdlngt of Congrefs on <bt« McmortaU \^i'^ 
IkDce with the wifties <rf tbe aimy, coiv^x^fe qxjl ^^ 
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25tii of January, refolved that the fuperintendant of 
finance, (hould pay Aich part of the arrears*du€ to the ar- 
zny, as the finances would peimit — that the ftates (bould 
be tailed on to complete a fettleroent with their re^edive 
Uoops, to the firft of Auguft 1780— that die troops had 
an undoubted right, with allpublic creditors, to exped fe- 
curity for tlie payment of arrears, aawi that congxefs 
would malce every effort in their power, to obtain from 
the ftates, fubilantial funds for the whole debt. The pro* 
pofition foi cotnihuting half pay during life, for a fp^ci fie 
fum, was referred to a coiamittee to examin the value 
of annuities, and on theirteporta relblytion was piopofed 
granting five years full pay in lieu of half pay for life^ 
but it did not pafs. On the Sth of February the com- 
xnittee iiiade a report of thefe proceedings to the army. 
110. Receplion of this Report by the jirmy. Ascongtefii 
had little money and no means of raifing it,* except tlicr 
eld expedient of ifliiing bills, the army had little hope of 
any immediate relief adequate to their wants 5 and_ con- 
fcious of their fidelity and meritorious iervices, thef 
couW not patiently brook the delays attending the fee-, 
tlement of their accounts. On the 10th oi March a no- 
tification was circulated, without a name, requeuing % 
meeting of the general and field officers, with one from 
each company^ to confider the communications from con- 
grei^, and what nieafures it would be proper to take^ 
With this notice was circulated an anonymous addrefs, 
couched in a fiile of great cheigy, and calculated to a«* 
wajien in the army tlie keeneft fenfations of indignity 
for tlie wrongs done to the officers ^and foldiers. The 
impie^on on the army was con efpon dent to the fpirit of 
the addrefs^ and threatened a violent commotion. 

1 11 i ,ConJu6I pf General Wajhington In that Crifij*-^ . 
The commander in chief with that coolnefs which never 
forfcbDk hirn, and with a moderation adkipted to allay 
the; irritations of the nioment, ifliicd the next day, a notice 
reprov.ing with mildnefs, the propofal for a.^ \\x^""^x:iH»x>» 
unauthorifea meeting, andiequ^i^m^x^cv^^^^'^^'^ \.viTsy^^ 
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fiuneuakaown pen appetred,m which the author indu 
redly intimated that the defign of his firft addrefs waf '^ 
sot to excite to violence^ but to rouTe the army to attune' 
a more bold and manly .tone, in theh^ foHcitations for 
juftice. The addrefTes were communicated to congtefs* 
and no doubt produced, in a degree, the e£Fe6l intended % 
for on the 22d of March, a refol^tion paffed for a grant of 
five yeais pay, in lieu of half pay for life. At the xsxxit* 
ing of the officers in purfuance of the generates requeft^ 
the commander in chief addrefied them in a mafterly* 
manneTt reprobating the anonymous addrefs, recommend . 
ing peaceable meafures, and pledging himfelf to exert 
his utmoft ability to procure full juftice.to be done to the 
army. The officers voted him an addrefs of ihanks* and 
refolved that they continued to have undiaken coffEdenet 
in the juftice of congrefs and their country. Thus was 
diflipated one oifthemoft menacing dorms that ever hung 
over America. - • . 

\\% Dlfmlffion of the Army. At the moment Ais 
fiorm hadfubfided, newfr was received that the prelimma^ 
ties of jpeace were (igned, and on the 26th of May 17&9f 
congrefs refolved that the commander in chief be inHru^ 
ed to gj^ant fuilows to the non-commtffioned officers and 
foldiers, who were engaged in fervice during the war, 
who fliould be difcharged asfoan as the definitive treatfr 
ftould be concluded, with a due proportiori of comQfti& 
fionedpfficers. Upon the publication of that rcfolve* 
the officers prefented a f pi ri ted. addrefa to the eommacod* 
er in chief, expreffing. their fufFerings and wants, aud 
their fevere difappointment, as well as aftooifliment, at 
being difbanded without a fettle.mcnt of their accbunt«,ajr>d 
aprovifion for payment of the balances. They iatreaCe4 
him to ufe his influence with congrefs to obtain a iufpen? 
fion of their order, and that no officer or foldier IhpitiVd 
be obliged to receive a furlow, until congreft coul^ bft 
made acquainted wiihthe wretched conditton in'o which 
they {hould be plunged, if compelled to retire from. iht 
army, without a fettlement of their accounts, a paymeift 
Qf^ba,hnQosl ©r any evidence cii wtox tHJ«^v4x»Aifc. 
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tb«m« The reqoeft could not begranted, but the general 
m his replj) ftated that a partial payment was foon to 
he made, and that every thing pradicable fhould be done, 
to bring their accounts t,o a final adjvftment. 

113. Mutiny in Pennfyhania, As it was not poffible 
for oongrefs to make full payment to the army, nor to 
liquidate their accounts in a ffaort time* and as it wa^ im^ 
portant to reduce the current expenditures, the officers 
^nd foldiers inlifted for the war, were difmifTed with 
tjbree months pay, in notes given by the financier, pay- 
able in fix months. This meafure excited great difcon- 
tents<and in Penniylvania occafioned a mutiny. In June 
* 1783^ about eighty foldiers, belonging to a body theft fta- 
tk>ned at Lancafter, deferted theii officers, and under the 
eonduifl of .their fergeants, marched to Pluladelphia, 
where they were joined by two or three hundred foldiers 
bttm the barracks in that city. On .the 21 ft of the month, 
they proceeded in a body and furroundingthe fiate-houie, 
where congrefs and the executive council;of Fennfylvanift 
were fittings placed guards at-the doors, fent «a meifage < 
to the council complaining of the non-£bttkment of their 
accounts, and the want of pay, and behaved in a mena- 
cing and diforderly manner. 

1*14. Proceedittgs ^f Congrefs o» thir oeeafion. Congrefi^^ 
90c chufing to deliberate when furrounded by armed men, 
adjourned and retired. After the mutineers had with- 
df^wn, congrefs appointed a committee to wait .on the 
eixecdtive council of Pennfylvania, requefting their efli- 
cacious aid in lecuring the fafej^ of their perfons, and 
preventing fuch indignities to the authority of the United 
States. The committee reported, that they had jiot re- 
Oeived £itisfa6tory atfiirances of the prompt sind adequate 
exertions of that ftate,' for fupporting the dignity of the 
federal government. Congrefs therefore adjourned their 
fittings to Trenton, where they continued for fometimej 
and -lo put a ftdp to fuch outrages, General WafKia^cs^ 
wasrcquefted to fend a body of uoo^^ \a ■^>k^jAs^jsJwv'^- 
Accordingly a detackment o£ Mx.€«^ \v>ax.&s^ew xpkcw ^ 
tmt^Mom faca*4uarter:»— viViicb. vrVii: ^^^^"^ ^^^ 
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quelled the mutfiiy. The accounts of the army liad hee^ 
put in a tram for fettlement, perfons were appointed its 
adjnft and afcertain the demands on the United Sfates-, 
whether for ferrices or fappHes ; and certificates, which 
acquired the name kA final fetHcments^ were given as evi- 
'cfences of the balances due from the pubKc. In thei^ 
was included five years pay to the officers, in Keuofh«]f : 
pay for life, and eighty dollars allowance to thtf foldteri 
beybnd their wages, 

115. Popular DifconUntt on account of the Girant io the 
Officers, Scarcely was the army difmifTed, when attempts 
were made in fome parts of the country, to excite unea^ 
finefs among the people^ on account of the five years er^ 
tra pay to the officers, called commutation. The uneav 
fineft was firft'manifefted and moft violent -in the New. 
England ftates, and efpecially in Conneifticut, where the 
fymptoms of it became public in July 17^3. Town 
meetings were held and refolntions paflbd, exprefllve of 
the people's difapprobation of the a^ of congiefs. ft 
, was faid that the half pay, and the five yeais pay iii lieti 
of it, were in the nature of penfions, which are always 
odious among a free people — that tlie officers of the army 
had taken advantage of the ne^effities of the country, co ' 
extort the promifb of this gratuity from Congrefs — ^that 
the army had nor fufFered more than the people-~that. 
maijyof the officers had raifed large e ftates— and all of 
them beeti amplyrewarded by extraigrantsand bounties:. • 
1 16, " Frogrefs of thefe d'tfcmtentsi The publication ot ^ 
the town meeting refolves ferved to augment and fp read 
with rapidity the popular difcon tents ; and in autom^ 
the-crifis became alarming. A propofal for a contention 
of deputies from the feveral towns ir^ Connecticut, tabe 
held at Middletown, was circulated with great fiiccefs, 
and on the 3d day of September delegates frorn rwenW* 
eijyht towns, afleinbled at that place. For want, of a > 
full reprefentation of the ftate, which was afcribed to the - 
flort notice given, they adjourned to the thirtieth of the .• 
fume month. On that day the coTiVention me t and about : 
^fcj^ towRs were r^pr^fented. T\v\^ iIl«^a\-\>o«i.^,\r*.v\Tt^ 
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vgipect <m SA addrefi; to dte tepSator^ adjounied to the ' 
lOdiof Dectnib^ f when few members atteiuling^ they 
md^vmd to the thtrd Tuefda; in March 1784. On that 
day a ikgw delegates attended and origiaated an infiam. 
iftiift)ry addreik^ to the people, complaixung of tlie officers 
of ^ atittryy aad pronouncing the grant of fire years » 
«xcra payf an oncox^itutlonal ad. 

117. Refiih of the Fcfuiar Pr^ceeSngt, Duting the 
democratic 6^i^ve&ce in Conne^ictitv congrefs were ac- 
cttfed as ufurpers, and tyrants ; the propofal of a general 
impoft to fttppfy the public treafnry was reprobated as 
^angero^ to Ihe fovereignty of the iereral i^ates ; the ih* . 
cteey of the Cincinnati was leprefented as an ariftocracy^ 
aisUAg to eftablii^oiiders of nobility ; and a thoufandbug* 
beats were heUi up to ^ieW, to terrify weak and difcontent* 
ed minds. An atCempr was made to circulate a ticket 
Containing the names of new men fer the upper-houfe» 

andthe (^ffirm^ refpeftablemen whohad ftood at the 
hebn, doling Uie tempeft of the revoltttton^w^reheldup to 
view as objeds of fnfpicion. But the more fieady and dif* 
-ceming part of the people gave no heed to thefe demo*- 
cratic^ jeaioafies ; they reprefented, in the papers, the true 
ffate cS fads-^that the army had fuffered by the depreciju 
tioflr of paper bills-^hat they had eadured hanger and 
cold, for want of their juft dues-*«>-aad that the grant c£ . 
eohgtdswase&ntial lo the very ezi(lenceof an army. 
Such Teprsfentations had the defired efie^ and before the 
feffion cf the legiiQatttre in May 1784, the towns had be* 
come fenfible df their error, and dtfmiCed their delegates. 

118. DifcwUetits in Mqfachufeits* In the beginning of 
179^ an stttempt was made by fome towns in Madachu- 
ietts, tb coUedt the fenfe of the people in an iiTegular man- 
ner, ashjid been done in Connedticut; In February, a 
comkiitteeof the towns of Wrenthani and Med way, widi 
the advice of forae other towns, wrote a circular letter,^ 
prapofinga meeting of delegates from all the towtss. \^ 
Suffelk county, to take into covi^d^xaxxovk x^^ cotsx-^vN^^a.- 
rfoi^aA, and the propofeA ^^^tveraWm^o^, 0>5.xic.^^^'=^ 
tforf dir town of BoiVou hc\d a meexlx^^ ^vv>\ ^^^^'^ 

. F . ^ 
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the Brltifli forces in America, was preconcerted by gene-^ 
ral WaQiingtoii, at Wether<)field, in conjun<Slion with gen- 
eral Rochambeau, general Knox and other generals.— 
General Wafhington was induced to this, by the abiblute 
Keceffity of obtaining fome fplendiJ advantage, to revive 
the expiring hopes and languid exertions of the American 
ftates. Tiie point of attack was not abfolntely deter- 
mined ; for it was not poffible to forefee where the enemy 
Tvould be moS fufceptible of impreffion. But the gene- 
ral determined to be prepared, either for an attack oi» 
New-York, if the profpe<4 of fuccefs fhould be clear ; or 
upon any other impiefifible point. For this purpcfe great 
exertions were rriade, in collecting artillery, boats, ftores 
and provifions. At the fame time the general gave out. 
and caufed it to be underftood by all ranks of officers^ 
civil and military, that New-York vras to be the place of 
attack, with a view to induce the eaftern and middleilates 
to exert themfelves in furnilhing fupplies. After Lord 
Cornwall is had colleded a large body of forces in Virgiiiia^ 
and the general determined that it would be beft to attack 
his army, he wrote letters to general Green and others^ 
ftating his intention to attack New-YorVi and contrived to 
have thefe letters intercepted by the Britifti commander, 
in New-York, who wss completely deceived, and ptevent- 
ed from fending tuccors to lord Cornwallis. 

100. Siege 6f Torktown, After making a flbow of at- 
tacking New- York, general WaQiington fuddenly quit.^iii* 
camp, crofled the Hudfon with his <«rmy, and pafiing 
through New^-.Terfey and Pennf/lvania, fpeedily arrived at. 
the head of Elk, where a part of his forces embaiked and 
failed to Virginia ; the reft marched by land.- At. -this 
moment, general Wafhington heard of the arrival of the 
French fleet under the count de Gr^fle, in the Ghefogcak.. 
Admiral Graves made an attempt. to relieve, lord Cornw- 
wallis ; and his fleet had a flight engagement with the 
French §eet, near the Capes of the Cheibpeak | butwidb*- 
out the intended eiFedt. A^ body of Frer^cJi troops \va*. 
Jawded, to co-operate with' the Americans... .The wliole 
combined fozce under general WaiVivngtoTi,, 5xtCkO\i5iX\^^..feiLr 
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f^^efecbnd of November, addrefled' to the army, his 
f jirewel orders, in which he recapitulated the principal 
^'^i^t^ of the war, the difadvantages under which it was 
<*Qnduded, and the perfeverance of the troops, under the 
fevereft fufferings from hunger^ nakednefs, toils, dangers 
aad inclement i^albns. Ke gave them the ftrongeft af- 
liuraxices that their fervices would be rewaided, and re- 
commeiaded to them to carry into civil life the mod con- 
cUiatmg difpofittons, and the virtues of good citizens. H9 
ezprefled his thankfulnefs to the officers and foldiers for 
their «eal, bravery, fortitude and patience, and, dropping 
the curtain of reparation, he recommended them, in a moll 
^fiieiftionate ~ manner, to the notice of a grateful country, 
and the prptedlion of heaven. 

121, General Wafiingfon^s. Rejtgnation, On the twenty- 
third day of December 1783, the commander in chief of 
the American army waited on congrefs, then fitting at 
Annapolis, to refign his commiflion. On that aSeifling: 
occafion, the general addrefTed the prefident, congratula- 

. ting congrefs <^n the aufpicious iffue of the war, and the 
cp^ifirmation of the fovereignty and independence of the 
United States. He expreifed hrs grateful fenfe of the 
afliftance and ftipport he had received from the country, 
tis obligations to the army, and to the gentlemen who 

H^ippofed his family, whom he recommended to the no- 
tice c^ congrefs. He then commended ^e deareft in- 
tereftg of his country u> the holy keepJng of the Supreme 
Difpoferof cvents^took an aflPedionate farewel of the a«- 

-guft coun.cil of\ America, under whofe orders he had 
a^d, delivered his commiflion to the prefident, and took 
leave of all public employments. The prefident rofe, 
;ind with a heart alsno ft tco full for uttepance, recipro- 
cated the general's congratulations, and with the tpoft 

/ardent exprefllons of gratitude for his fervices, and auc- 
tion for his perfon,; commended his precious life to the 
ibft'ering care of heaven. The tears of fpefVators evi- 

^defle^d their fenfations at the fubllm^ {>^«i^\\RNa ^\ "^fv^et 
great Walhingtjn, refignmgh\s coxrvn^T^^^ ^^^ t^xxxvsn'^', 

;AwdedwiM;bbonor8,to the pcac^iwYOaa^^^^^'^^^^^^'^^'^'^^ 
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]22. 0/ the CiucmualL During lShe negociatioat ftr 
peace, the officers of the army formed them&lves into a 
fociety, to which they gave die name of Cinamtuoif after 
thei celebrated Roman, who was ^unmoaed frofn hts plofr* 
to take command of the armies of the nepuUic* and after 
defeating his enemies and liberating the ftate firom danger, 
retamiedto the cttlttradon of his farm. The oh^eSiof 
this aflbciation were dechued to be» to perpetuate di» ate- 
mory of the revolntion and thefriendfhip of the ofliceisyr- 
to preienre inviolate the exalted rights aad liberties of h9* 
man nature*— to promote and cheri(h union andt liattoaaj 
honor between the ftates**-and to form a fund for there* 
lief of officers or their fiunilies who fhould cosne to wast* 
For this purpofe, every officer dq>ofited a month's pay^ 
.in a common ftock, which was put to intereft^ The hoAQr 
was made hereditary in the male iflne of the officers* and 
in default of fuch iffiie, might be affigsied to coUateral 
heirs. Diftinguiflied men, not belonging to ike airmy, 
might be ele^ed honorary members. The badg» of the 
order was a gold medal fnfpeaded by a bine rihiteii. 

l^S. Pofmlar Jtmbmfy agasttft tiis^Soctety. The a^Kiih 
tion of die Cincinnati was pubiiihed at a time when the 
people of the United Stales were opprefled with tasH, 
and irritated at the grant of extra pay to the »tny,^— 
The univerfal jealonfy of equal rights, which the^ leaders 
of the revolution had found it neceflary to fofter and cri* 
tivate, was alarmed at every thing that bore the femblai|ce 
of diftiadtion. At this time a writer of considerable em- 
inence in Carolina publiHied a pamphlet, la which hela* 
bored to prove that thefociety was intended by fome of 
its artful framers, to lay the foundation of an order x>f 
nobility; that it contained in it the elements of fuch an 
order and would certainly refult in the eftabliihment of it. 
Whatever truth there might have been in thefe chargest 
the publication had a coniiderable efiedt, in augmemifig 
the fiames of popular difcontent. 

124.. Jluration 9f their Confiltuthn. At a meetiAg^of 

delegates from the fevcral featc focieties, (whidi w^ 

compofedof tbt* officers of each ^^xe^^^i^V^^x'SKCte^ 
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pntia la M^7 1731?, general Wali:n»ton attended and was 
'appointed prefideat. To obviate ob]e<5lions ag^ind this- 
^ {bciety, and allay the popular uneafinefs, it was judged 
expedient to amend the conftitution of the fociety, and ex- 
punge the moll objadUombie articles, and efpecially that 
' which rendered the honor hereditary. On this occafinn» 
the fociety publifiied an addrefs to the (late focieties, ia 
•which they declared and appealed to heaven for the fmce- 
* phy of their declaration, that their intentions were pur? ;. 
that as their views had been mifreprefented, they would 
give another proof that the officers were among the mod 
- faithful citizens> and tlierefore they had agreed to a con- 
ftitutioa to which there could be no reafonable objec- 
tion.- By this conftitotion, the officers are formed into a^ 
general fociety, and the oficeis of each (late into a ftate 
fociety^ whofe annual meetings fof the choice of officers 
are on the anniverfary of independence. By this infti- 
tution, the friendfhip contra<fled in the army, is preferved, 
and the intereft of the funds benevolently applied to the 
relief of indigent members or their families. 

125* Weakncfs of the Confederation- In 1773? a plan of 
confederation and perpetual union was formed by con- 
grefs and propofed to the feveral ftates for acceptance. 
Mod of the ftates acceded to it without great delay ; but 
on account of fome advantages, which diat plan wascal- 
; eulated to afford to the ftates poffefllng unappropriated 
lands,, the- ftate of Maryland, which poffeflFed no fuch 
land, at firft declined accepting it; and did not ratify it 
' nntil March 17^1. In the mean time, the ftates were com- 
pelled by external danger, to ad in concert; and there- 
commendations of congrefs w^ere obl^rved by the ftates, 
and ufually carried into effeft by laws enaded by the 
feveral legiflatures. But no fooner were the ftates releafed 
from the preffure of dangers, than the weaknefs of Ahe 
' federal compaa began to appear. The Hates were no lon- 
..ger anxious to preferve the authority oft: ongrefs, v/hofe 
refolutions were difregarded, or at leaft not enforced, O^kc 
' grcfs had no power to lay t^y.^^ X.Q ^>\^^l >^^ \:^^-55.xsx^ ^ 
the Uflfted States, the fums vov^ej.lo\ ^n^^^v^^s^^'v:'^^^^ 
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apportioned npon each ftate, to be nu£ed tn the ntumner ifa^ 
legiflature (hoUld prefcribe. But the ftatei foon became^ 
deiinqaent — ^the treafurj was not fupplied^ aiid no prorrn 
fion was made for paying the intereft of the public jdelit« 

126* Esfpe£enU tp raife money. Congreft^ finding the- 
requifitions of money from the ftates» altogether inefibfh 
ual) recommended to the feverai legiilatm es to grant kk 
congrefs a power to lay and colled an impoft on imports* 
ed commoditiesi amounting to five per cent, Moft of tha 
ftates readily complied, and 4>afled an ad granting thei 
power required* Bat Rhode-Ifland» an importing fta^ 
apprebenfive that fuch a graht wonld leflen the adven*^ 
tages of her trade, declined p^fBng an i€t for the ptxtpokf, 
» and by that means, defeated the only pradieable plan ol 
r eplenlihihg the federal treafury. New*York afterwards 
joined in oppofition to the meafinre, and rendered att.- 
profped of a revenue hopelef^/ In this fitusftion, the atN>^ 
thority of congrefs was reduced to a name, and &e coib. 
federation to a rope of fand. The intereft of die poir 
lie debt could not * be paid, and congrefs iffited certifi*, 
cates of intereft, called yWfii//.* but the certificates, both 
for principal and intereft, during the extrndion of public 
credit, depreciated to one eighth of their real value. Tw^ 
hundred millions of dollars, in bills of credit, had beejn, 
i filled by congrefs, but thefe had funk to no value ati& 
ceafed to circulate* 

127- Paper Cur rendu. As the expenfes of the wmr 
and the deftrudionof commerce, had rendered peopfe' 
poor, involved them in debt, and reduced them tp greal 
diftrefs,the legiflatures of fomeof the ftates reCorted to 
the old expedient of bills of credit. Large fuQcts were 
ilTued-^in foit^e ftates the bills were^ loaned to the inhabii^ 
tants on mortgages of real eftate— 4n others they weri^ 
circulated under the compulfion of tendgr laws-^^in moft; 
of them, the bills depreciated and occaftoned numeroua 
frauds. Other ftates avoiding the evils of a paper curreii«r. 
cy, fufpended the colledion of debts for a limited time, of 
made various commodicitts a legal tender m difcharjge ofi 
xl^bts* In tome ftates the bffle fooil tma mot^^^^u 
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fdr cem-4^ o&er^ to almoft iiotbtqg ; ^and beiagKintoed 
ift ctFculatton» to Aie bounds of fl^tesi were extremely in* 
eemreoieat as a titediom of bufmeft. 

1^. Ptthik Cretfyers, No fund having been )>roTid- 
ed by congress for the payment of the principal or intereft 
ef tlie federal debt, the certifieates loH their value and the' 
ereditors of the United States were left in a faopelefs coodi- 
tii>n. Soch of them as were poffeffed of other property* • 
were not reduced to WTetchedne& ; fa^ many of the of- 
Ifcers and foldiers^ or ifheir widows and orphan children^ 
veredepri^indd of t^ means of fublHlence. In this diftieffisd 
eandkion, many were ccMinpdledto iell their certificates 
aiC' any pfioe that was offmd ; and as it was doubtriil 
w^iedier congfeis wonid eirer have die ability tcL redeem 
tlviniiyiew peifonft woiitd ri(k topurchafe ^m. In this ftatft 
dfptibMc^redity pnticttiaa-jnen made it Ifheir buiine&to 
boy andftUthe certttcaMk^ and tbns acquired theisame of 
Ijj^enktors. 'Hus irregnikir bafinefs contomed, ^vaatSt the 
d^t was fi»nded — I»hk in the nean time, mo& of the army 
notes had been fold at about a 6th or an 8th of ^ir no? 
imnal value. Thus tbe brave men,who had endared hard* 
fln;>s, cold and hunger, who had feoght ike battles of the 
eoctntry, and repeatedly Teceivedfol^azmafTfiraiices of am* 
]rfe recompei^fe 'for tb^r toils ; were forced to fell tlieirfe* ' 
> «iiHties :fyt a mere tri^^ ikve their families fromrftarvingk 

1^9. Trade of tie Umted Saaes. Dttring the thiee laft 
y^rs of the war, when coDtmental bills bad ceaied to 
t^H^te, lafge quantities of gold and fiker bad been in- 
tHaiduced 4tfto die co^ntry> ^y the Frendi army, and an 
IHfctt trade to Spaniih America* No foonerwas peace 
proelahnedv than a vuit importation of BntiHi goods was 
ib^f&ii ; and was gttady encouraged by the real wants of . 
Americib and the fuperabundance of goods in ;great Bii^ 
tnin.' Hifs trade was at firft lucrative to bot£ parties, 
%nt in aihoft time occafioned a ibarcity of fywe^ which 
liad been ren^tted in fbip loads to Great-Biitain for goods. 
•[Ehis evil was rendered die more diiT^\a\ft>Ns^ "^^c*- -w5^xv^- 
tlott&laid on the trade oC tbe VJtCxXjadi «>x»x«s. x^ ^^"^^, 
iMdmfSor Ofeat Britam,ftn£oxcmt5,^:kfi3c ^^^^^^"^^ 
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fhttt her ports againft Atn^ncan (kipsyor laid eiK>riTio!a& 
duties on our mod valuable expoi-ts. 

1 30. Effeds ofthefe Meafureu The reftri<fUons on oui 
trade, and the indifcrete importations of Britifti goods on 
credit, in the couife of two or three years, totally ex^ 
haufted the country of money, and the merchants could 
not poffibly make remittances to meet their engagements* 
Hence* proceeded numberlefs bankruptcies among . the 
American merchants,, which caufed gieat failures alfo itk 
England ; multitudes were ruined in both countries^ 
and then followed gieat diftrefTes, an annihilation of pri- 
vate credit and mercantile confidence. To retnedy 
thofe evik the ftate legiflatures adopted the nroft perni- 
cious rneafures. Some of them expe^ed relief in eraif- 
fions of^bills of credit — feme of them attempted to retaliate, 
and impofed reftraints on the Britifli trade to this coua- 
try, to induce the miniftry to rel*x the rigor of her navi- 
gation laws, and enter into a commercial treaty with the 
United , States. But at the fame time, the neighboring 
Rates opened th^ir ports to all the' world, and counter- 
a^ed the operation of fuch reftraiht& In this, miferable, 
disjointed condition, the ftate fdvereignties thwarted each 
ethers fchemes, the dignity of the union was lofl: in the 
narrow, views of petty ftate rivalries, our national cha* 
ra^er was degraded, the United States became a jeft and 
a bye word among nations, and were threatened with, 
civil commotions, of the moft formidable nature. 

131. InfurreSionin Maffachufetts. During the extincf 
tion of the authority of congrefs, MaiTachufetts made an 
effort to maintain her credit,, and laid a very heavy tax. 
to fatisfy her creditors- As the country had not recover- 
ed from the diftrefles of the war ; as trade and manufac- 
tures had declined, and the h4bits of people had become 
luxuriotis and licentioui,by means^of a liberal credit e£ 
goods, and a diforgani zed ftate of the government, the 
meafures of the legiflature were found to favor more of 
a zeal for doing juftice, than of expediency. The people 
©ppofed the tax — ^in fome parts of the ftate, county meet- 

iigs irer^ iield^^and a])ufing xhep^mWe^^ oi ^^xl^^vorcCv^^Cor; 



asedrefs^f grievaocest they proceeded to conbine their 
£cfttterai forces; tlie people G^ftnia<ed the fitting ^ 
courts and fioatty took ^bni» ta c^ppofkioa to tbe law« of 
tbe flate« SoQie ftlrmiflnH^ cuTued* aad feyend peribas 
wene killed ; whUeia feaie coaattes, the frteadsof tlia 
goremmenc were robbed aad piaiukred. Tiie jxad^K 
iaod concHia^ag OMafures of governor Bowdoia and 1m 
c6u2icil, feconded by aa armed force uader graeral Lia- 
co&i, in the wioter of 1786, gradually fubdued th«^,^pirit of 
Qppoiltion^ aad re(bred the authority of the laws. 

iS2. Ftrfi aUempit tQ tfiahUfh^ more EfiSual Goifn^ 
nwni, DifceraingAiea, bdfore thecoacla&oo of the war^ 
were coairinced thai the ccmfederatioB wai defedive axj^ 
mteily iB^dficiaQt to accoisplifli tlie end«'<^ a national 
union. In February 17BS» a mer^ant of Philadelphia 
puUiflieda pamphlet on. thafubjed; in which he clearly 
proved the neceffity af a new iX)aftitatioa wbic^h flioald 
dftvide cohgrels into two hoafefy and give them more 
pimple powers. The. events of a few years deaioailFa* 
tedtheopdntoas of that discerning writer i but at that 
time, the people faU of ftate pride, and pUwiag their coii^ 
fi4ence in the ftate gDvemments, treated the author^ {dafi, 
aji original propofitionsare ufually treated* with hatred^ 
Jealoufj or contempt. In die June foUowiag, bowi^ver 
.^neral Wafhbgton, in his letter to the feveral govern* 
orsy urged the neoftflity of enlar|^ing the powers of con- 
crefs- Theie recommendations were difregardiec^ until 
the public calamities became urgent; and a refort to arms 
become the theme of converiation» and tbe fubjed of fe» 
cret deliberations. In the fpring of 1785, an applica* 
tbn was indire<flly made to general Wafhington to induce 
him to ufe his influence in favor of anew conftitutioa. 
That gentleman referred the arguments on the fubje^ to 
a member of this legiflature of Virginia. About the * 
clofe of that year, a propeOtionwas made and carried in 
^the legiflature to aj^oint coramiffioners* to farm a {5^<k5s«v 
of commercial regulations for tVve \3rL\^^ ^'^^'^^"^■^ "^^^ '^^ 
rt^ueft (be other ftates tocoucxjxVa xhfe^ai^^^^a:^- 
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ISS. Formation of the Nev> Conjtltution. In porfa-^ 
ance of the requeft of Virginia^ moft of the ftates ap* 
pointed delegates, who aiTembled at Annapolis Septem* 
ber 14, 1786. But on examining their commifiions, it 
was judged that their powers were too limited to enable 
them to accomplUh any defirable purpofe. They there; 
fore adjoumedy with in(lru6tions to advife the ftates to 
^ appoint agents with more ample powers, to meet at Phi- > 
ladelphia, the nszt year. Accordingly delegates from 
thefeveial ftates afTembled in that city in May 1787,, and 
appointed the venerable Walbington for their PrefidenU 
That gentleman had retired to htsfarn>in 1783, with^ 
fi^d detemTination never more to engage in public af'> " 
fairs ; but he was fele6ked by Virginia as one of the dele- 
gates, on this important occasion, and prefled to accept 
the appointment. After four months deliberation the 
convention agreed to a frame ef government for the 
United States, and recommended it to thefeveral ftate> 
for adoption. 

134. Ratification of the Federal Government. Theflate* 
referred the queftion of adopting the frame of govern* 
ment, to conventions appointed for that expreis purpofe. 
It was obje^kedf that the plan of government propofed^ 
abridged the ftates of their fovereignty,^ and amounted 
to a confolidatioi). This^ was a frsitful theme ofdecla* 
matidn, notwithft.andlng all the calamities that had ari(en 
from the jealouiies and clafbing interefts of the ftates, and* 
a want of uniformity in public meafures. - Many other 
objedions were urged, efpeciallyin the larg^e ftates. At 
length however, the propofed fiarae of federal govern* 
ment was accepted and ratified in 1 788i by eleven ftates,. 
and became the conftitution of the United Statev The 
firft CQUvention inNorth-Carolina rejedled it ; as did the 
town meetings- to which it was referred in Rhode Ifland.. 
But North Carolina acceded to it in November I789> and 
Rhode Ifland in May 1 790. The ratification of the conr 
ftttution was^ celebrated in the large cities, with great joy 
and jplcndid exbibkiom, A ftk\p, xiv« erxv\>Um of com* 
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fnannfadnresy were mounted on wheels and drawn 
throagh the flreets^ attended by immenfe procefiions of ci- 
tizens arranged according to their prbfefiions ; whilo 
bands of mufic,. fix earning flags and the roar of cannon, 
manifefted the enthufiafm with which the people^ received 
the amhority of die national government. 

135. Organisation of the New ConJlUutiotu Accord- 
ing to the conftitution, the feveral ftates eleded their de- 
legates t9 the congrefsy and by aunanimons vote« general 
Wafhttigton was ele^fled^the firft prefidept. With deep 
regret, that diftinguifhed citizen wai compelled, by^ the 
elieem and confidence of hia fellow citizens, to leave his 
beloved redrement, andiaccept the high o£ce. of fupreme 
magiftrate. On the 30th of April 1789, he was inaugu- 
rated* prcfident cf the United States* The, ceremony 
was performed in the open gallery of the city-hall in New- 
York^ in pi efence of a countlefs multitude, of fpedlators ; 
where the oath was adminiftered to hiip by the chan- 
cellor of the Hate of New-York.- The importance of the. 
a<St, the novelty of the fcene,. the dignity of the general's 
charadtei, the gravity . of his manner, and the reverence 
with which he bowed to kifs the facr^d volume, iro- 
prefled Upon the tranfaiflioii a folemnity never beibre 
. witnelTed in Amex ica. ' 



United Statis of America. 
136. Situation of the United States. 

THE territory of the United States lies in the temper- 
ate or vafiabie climate of North-America, between 
the thirty- fir ft and forty-eighth degrees, of north latitude ; 
and the fixty-third and ni net y-feventh degrees of longi*- 
tude weft from Greenwich, in England. 

137. Northern Boundary oj the Umtcd E\a\.ei. ^^ 

northern limit cf the \3riked ^v^^^^ v^. ^\vcw^\.^^^^^^^ 
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s point doe north of the foQrc« of the esftem hnifieh c( 
the river Scoodtic, on the hi^ lands which divide thei 
rivers which (ali into the Atlantic on 6ne fides s^nd the 
nver Iroquois or St. Lawrence on the other ; thence 
extending along the high lands to the north-weftein-indft 
head of Connetftfcnt river ; thence down the intddl# of 
, diat river to the forty-fifth degree of latrtnde, and nnmin^ 
hi that latitude to the Iroqnois ; thence along the sud& 
of chat river and of the great lakes to the l^ke of the 
woods and from the nordi-weftem-mofl point of that lake, 
doe weft to the Miflifippt.* 

13S. Otb^r Limiii of the UftkeJ Siafa. 'the weflem 
Hmft of the United States is, a line drawn along the 
middle of the Miffifippi to the tennination of the i^rt/- 
lirft degree of nor^ latitude. The fonthem limit ha 
Bne drarwn due eaft inthe ^d diirty-firft degree of latr- 
fude, from the Miffifippi to the riVer Apalachicc^a, Ca- 
tahochjy and along the middle of that river to its jmi^ 
tion with Flint river ; thence a ftrait line to the head of 
the river 9t. Mary, and down the middle of that river 
to the Atlantic. The eaflem limkof the United States 
Is, a line drawn from the mouth of the Scoodvc along 
the middle of the river to the fburce of its eafierh 
branch, and thence a due north line ta the highlands f 
and the ihore of the main land from that liver to St. 
Mary ; but the jurifdidion of the United States extends 
to aU the iflands lying in the Atlantic, within twenty 
leagues of the main land. 

ISa ExiaU of ibe VmM Sidtu. The length cif the 
United States, fix>m nordi to fond) is, on an average, one 
thoufand miles— *thebredth, on the north line, is fifteen 
hundred miles, and on the fbutb, leven huidied i giving 
an aiea or furface of more than one ^n&ad miles fquare^ 
md containing at leaft fix hundred and ferty mfflions of 
acres. Of tbb area* it is eftimated that water covers 
about fifty millioos of acres, which leaves five hsLndred ' 
Slid nioety aniUioiis of acres of land* 
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14«0. Cllmdie of the United States. With refpeA to cH- 
Itnate, the Atlantic ftates may be divided into three re- 
•gions* The firft or nofthern region comprehends that 
pgrt of the territory, lying aorth of the beginning of the 
"fortieth degree of latitude, in which there is a predomi- 
nance of cold and fevere froft in winter. This region 
includes the ftates of New-Hamp(hire, Vermont, Maffa- 
chufetts, Rhode-Iiland, Connecticut, New-YorV, and a 
part of New-Jerfey and Pennfylvania. The fecond or 
middle regibn comprehends the territory from the for- 
tieth to the thirty-feventh -degree of latitude, in which 
the weather of winter is Very variable, and fubje^ to 
continod alterations of froft and rain. This region in- 
cludes a part of New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, and the Hates 
of Delaware, Maryland and Virginia. The third or 
fbuthern region, from the ihirty-feventh to the thirty-fir fl 
"degree of latitude, and including the Garolinas and Geor- 
gia, has a predominance rf mild weathet iu winter, tho 
rt is not exempt from occafional froflrs. 

. 14»1. Temperature of the Several Regions. The United 
States ai« fubjeft to the extiemes of heat and Cfold. The 
winters in the northern region ufualiy commence in De- 
cpipberand end in February. Thefearth is covered witlT 
inaw, and the livers with ice, from eight to twelve 
weeks.. But in hard winters, the froft b'egms about the 
xnjydcUe or latter part of November, and ends in March. 
In mild winters, there is no fevere froft of*iany days con- 
tinuance, and little fnow.— In the middle region, the froft 
is lefsfteady, though often fevere. In ordinary winters, 
theriversareoccadonally bbftrtl<aed with ice, but not for 
a great length of time^ and fnow Is- of fhort duratior. 
In ha^ci^^ inters, the rivers in this region are covered with 
a bridge of ice, for fix or eight weeks, fn the fouthern 
region, the froftsof an ordinary winter are very , inconfid- 
crable, and fnow is fcarcely feen. In liard winters froft 
and fnow continue fometimes for feveral days a.\\sL ^-^^-^ 
vT^eks. 

142. Number ^of fevere W'lnUrs. ^v^N^^ts ^S. ;^^^ ^^; 
mdfr /ev^rity feldom exceed £out ox ^n^ vcw tL Xv>^ 
' G - 
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years. Tbofe vhtch are le(s feveie, bnt which may be 
called cold winters* ure one~thirdor at leaft a fourth of 
the whole number. Veiy mild winteriy in whic^ there is 
little froft and fnow in the northern region* are nearly as 
rare as rery hard winters. Thefe remarks are applica- 
ble to all parts of the territory of the United States, eaA 
of the mountains. On the weft of the moun|ains» tbe 
weather is milder in the fame latitudes, and flonns of 
windy rain» and fcow, Lfs frequent and violent* ' 

143. Tcmj^'raitire of thf SuMmtrHeai. in all parts of 
the Uuited Sutes, the heat of fummer is very great, la 
the roQthem region, the Aimmer commences in April or 
May, and ends in 0<flober or November. In the mid* 
die and northern regions, the heat of fummer begins in 
Mar or June, and ends in September, or in the northera 
part of the territory in Auguvi. In the more northerly 
parts of the United Sutes, frod isieen in alm^ft ererf 
month of the year. In general, the winters in.Ameiic^f 
are as cold in the fortieth degree of latitude» as they are 
In Europe in the fiftieth. 

144« Sprm^ amd ^iut^ma^ The ipring' of the year is 
maiked with very variable weather, in every part of the 
United States. Warm days, iiicceeded by cold cightst 
alternately thawing and freezing thefurface of die earthy 
bleak weiterly winds, followed by warm humid winds 
from the iouth, or damp chilly winds ircm the eaft, di^ 
tingniih the mcc.th of M^orh and April — and fieqacntly 
the drA wtxis in May are tiifilngirlihed by abnoft coo- 
R^:U CAil^ily raiiis. Auruzrn is a tar more piea&at fia- 
k.v^t>. Frdra the laner pv^ut cs September to the middle 
C'f Ncv^mber, lotnexin^es muchlacer, the weather isten^ 
pearate and dry, ar^d lo the blefuogs of abnisd^^ ctop^ 
is ad Jed a fereoe &y> which e£iab!«s the &rmer to coflpft 
*^ ftvure the ftii^> oi" the earth. 

*^T>ub5e tcr a s::<^at prv^pcris^n c< d^sV weather. About 
^^■tK hussired ax:d £t:x ejTs ia tb^ >tv»r» oq an arera^CL joe 
>ckc*icd* T^c d*yiw^kii>«K^ mc^lx cloodedt 
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riot exceed feventy or eighty ; and thofe in whi^h rain 
er fiiow falls the whole day, are fcarcely half the number^. 

146. Winds. The winds na0ft prevalent in the Atlan- 
tic States are from the weftWard — ^in winter they are 
aorth-weftftrly, and in fumfn^r, foiith-wefterly. Thefe are . 
dry windsy and efpecially the north-wefterly winds, which 
are accompanied with a rapid eyaporation, and confe- , 
gently in fummer arexool and refreshing, and in winter^. 
▼ety cold. North winds are not very frequent, but are 
always cool or coldi • North-eafterly and eaflerly winds 
are frequent in all feafons, except theTummer months, and 
are accompanied with a chilling dampnefs, which occa- 
'ftons the raoftdiragreeable fenfations. A- foiith-eaft wind, 
at ieaft in the northern and middle regions, feldom ov 
aeirer fails to produce' taini in twelve hours; and often 
Mows a tempeft, but is of ftort duration^ feldom exceed- 
ing twelve hours. Nor are gales of wind from the fouth- 
•aft on the American coaft, of great extent — ^they ufually 
begin within a handled miles of thie coaft, and feldom 
reach a hundred miles into the interior country — often 
not half the drftance. A fouth. wind is ufually warm^ 
tmd often attended with rain* 

• 147. Sea Breezes. Oh all the cbaft* of the United 
^ates, we/??ward and Southward of Cape Cod, a current 
of air from the ocean is cool and refrefhing in fummer. 
To the northwai"d of that Cape, the fea breezes are attend- 
ed "with a fog-^ or a cool damp vapor, which is chilling 
tdth& human body and very difagreeable. In ijpring, thefe 
feteexes prevail on all the coaft from Cape Cod to New- 
'feundland ; and are often accompanied with thick fogs, 
©CGfifioned probably by a condenfion of the warm vapors 
from th^gulf ftream. Thefe fogs prevail till Jiine or 
^tily, and are not more unplbafant to the feelings, than 
troublefome and dangerous to feSamen* To the weft,* 
Ifpai-d of MOntauk Point, thefe fbgs are far lefs common. 
- 148. Storms* Themoft durable gales of wind -ax^^^^^^ 
the north-eaft. Thefe in fpfvng ^tvA -axxxxixwcv^ tcv^ x:.^xy-^^ 
accompanied with rain, andm v^Vfevtw VvCcs. ^-^^^r n^^^^ 
long continued diy north^aft. wmd fom^wev^^ ^^^^^ - 
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pi^ully in fumnier. This wind occurs but rarely in t&a- 
faramer months, in the northern and middle regions of 
the United States. It fweeps the Atlantic . coaft» tMit 
rarely penetrates beyond the mountains weftward. It is 
obforved, that a oortb<a(l tlorm begins at the fouth-weft# 
and is felt in the fouthem parts of the United States be- 
fore it is in the northern^ 

11^9. Svmnt^r Ra:au Tb/t rains of fummer ate fi 
twv^ kuids I dur^ible raiusfrom theeaftor fbuth, or fud- 
d€>n and temporary il>ower& In feme years the fummes 
rains are Dioftlv f?x>m the fouth or ibuth-eaft, attendfed 
vrith a humid tl.ite of atmofphere, extremely relaxing to 
the human body. Such rains are not ulually aocomp^ 
nied with thunder. Sudden Chowers coUed in the weft^ 
in hot weather, or alter two or three days of extieBie 
heat ; and uTu-div bet\ceen noon and evening. A blacb 
cloud is fpeedily iormed» and driren by violent Voad 
from the north-veft or weii» accompanied with livid flaihes 
ct lightning and tremendous thunder. With torrents oE 
xainor4iail. The duration cf thcfe (bowers is from half 
an hour to thiee hours* Sometimes tbefe ft pwei^ are at- 
tended with a hurricane of wind* called a tornado^ drir«r 
irg fvvwarvl widi a whixlicg mcciony twiftii^ off the 
truuks c>f the nrmeiit trees, and levelling buildings fence 
and plant;iin prv>macaous dediti^^a. 

Lh\ iTr'jSf tf ihi^t ^>«crs. The lommer (bowers^ 
mir'^<ilv^ i>v«T th^ m^Hintaincus parts of the ocmatrj and 
actcv^^p^Aiv.^ «::>4 a ci:rTeat of air from the cool vegtccs 
cf the atruvu'^'hete^ ttv^c ocdr nctr^ia TQgetatkm by a o^- 
er.>V;r*:x^ cit waiter* but bnnjtak^ a pcvtioa of pure 
a;:td cvx>I Jtir« w^hich is hi^br ulubcicxs asii inv^oratiDg 
to :^ hwir^^n bcsin wbta aW>d exhassed with e»tTfmn 
h<vtt ; asfei tltr a %isr er two after rbe |r-^^> the wind nfu- 
^ax Kv>w^ fxvm the w^dwaid. At the tiaie time ihe 
^>>Sbei^ cc the axr b bcKuuied ar^i cofi^aedby the rapid 
eT;t^Bcratsoa w*u^ foZIcws a tec>ii«r ; the heat of the 
T-*rth cocxblrLr^ wiithe w«K^ Vfitt^ csxtied offia aa^ 
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151. Tie Weather Wcflward of the Mountains. Thac 
^part of the United States which lies weiV.vard of the 
high lands, which divide the (Ifeanns falling into tli^ At- 
lantic, from thofe ^hich fi^ll into the lakes aiicl the Mifli- 
/ippi, hasa more temperate climate than the fame lati- 
tudes on the Aiiantic, and Is kjs fubje<5i: to violent ftorms. 
It is remarkable aUo that ihuwers colle<a more fuddenly 
over that part of the country — the rain does hot begin 
gradually, but almort inftantly pours down a torrent of 
water— and all at once it ceafes, as in the twinkling of 
an eye. Snow £41s frequently and without wind. Thun- 
dcr alfo is lefi frequent in fome parts of the interior 
country, than it is eall ward of the mountains. 

1 52. Climate in Regard to Health* The northern At- 
Hntic region of the United States, being moftly dry, hilly 
land, is favoi*ed with a pure air and good water, and Jil^^ 
tmguiihed by the falubrity of its^dimate. In -a very few 
places, low and marlhy lands are found to produce au- 
tnmmal difeafes. The~mountainous parts of the middle 
and fouthcrn regions, are, as in all parts of the' globe, 
healthy. From the Hudfon Southward, the flat lands 
along the Atlantic and by the fides of rivers, are infe^ed 
with autumnal fevers. ' In the northern region, one half 
the children born live to be nineteen years old — one fev- 
enth live to the age of feventy, and one thirteenth, to 
eighty. The annual deaths amount only to one in fev- 
efvty or feyenty.fi ve of all the inhabitants living. 
- ''155' Difeafes of the United Statct. • The ordinary dif- 
eafes of the United States are the fame as thofe' which in- 
vade mankind in all fimilar climates. The ufual eoi- 
demies are hooping- cough» meafles, influenza, fcarlec 
fever, with fome milder eruptive difeafes. Thefe difeafes 
are periodical, tho the periods are not exadlly uniform. 
The autumnal difeafes are ' chiefly dyfentery and bilious 
fevers of all grades, from flight intermittents to' the ma- 
If^ant fever, ^i'hich is denomiiiated peftilence. The. ^- 
ftntery appears, in fcattered c^^^^^ ^-^^x^ >^%»: \ \ssa^. X^^ 
fome autumns becomes ep\dem\c V^^\v%ve•^^.^^^^^^^^^ 
however never invades tar^e cvu^^ ^vCcw n^^'^ , 

^ 1 • 
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mortality, as it does particular parts of the country* 13ie 
malignant bilious fever occurs occafionaHy, ^buc chiefly 
in large towns on the fea coaft or on rivers, or near lakes 
and flagnant water. 

\b^. Chrome Difeafes, In the northern region of 
the United States, and efpecialty on the fea ftrore, tfae- 
confumption is the moft general and fatal chronic com- 
plaint ; carrying off in fome places, a fifth, ot even a, 
fourth of the inhabitants. In the middle region, it is. 
prevalent, but in a lefs degree ; and in the fouthem, is. 
dill lefs.deftru<5live. Rhuroatic complaints, gout andhy 
pocondriac affedlions are common. In the country v^ft 
of the mountains, between the Ohio and the lakes, the: 
goiter, 01 fwelling upon the throat, is very prevalent, 
^mong the whites, but not among the natives. . 
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155». Natiije Trees of the United Staietm^ 

IN the variety, fi?:6 and beauty of its foreft trees, hO' 
country can exceed the United States. The kinds o& 
trees found in every part of our country are, oak, jAne, 
maple, beech, afh, fpruce, fir, hemloek, hickory» elm, chefc 
aut, willow, poplar, cedar, locuft, faffafras^ laurel, birchy 
cherry, baffl- wood, butternut, hornbeam, bay, button^ 
vioody cJier, dog-wood. Offeveralof thefe kinds there 
aren^ny varieties.. 

156. Trees peculiar to Partlcuhr regions.. The black- 
walnut is indigenous, in the country fouthward of the 
Hudfpn, and not eaftward j but when tranfplanted, it 
grows well in New-England. Theperfimnaon,chincopij3, 
•atalpa, papaw, plane-tree, magnolia, aloe cyprefs^ pac- 
can, pimento, and fome others, are. found folely or chiefly 
in the middle, fouthem and weftem regions of the United 
States* The live oak, the beft of timber for (hips^ is a, 
^tireof t/je foutiiern regions, cYiv<i^7 xA^^\fe \^^^^ ^'V- 
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tfiie cOaft of South Carolina and Qeorgiaj. and of the 
MijQSfippi territory. 

. 157. Shrubs and *mtld Fruit Trees* The crab-apple 
is found in all parts of the United States, and in the 
Southern sind niiddle regions, cider is made of it^ fruit. 
Mod parts, of this country abound with wild chert ies, 
fsurrants ; grapes, ftrawbcrries, huckleberries, blackber-^ 
rtes, dewberries, r^pberries,barbenies, mulberries, bay-- 
berrieS) juniperberries^ filberts, hazle-nuts, bilberries, 
plums, goofeberries, fumac, honey-fuckle myrtle, cran- 
berries. The latter fhrub is peculiar to America, and 
furnifhes our tables with one of the riched fauces. . 

158. Foreign Trees and Pru^s Culii'oaied in jimerica^ 
Moft of the fruit trees cultivated on the eaftem continent,, 
thrive well in the United States.. Among thefe are ap- 
ples, peaches, pears, quinces, cherries, plums, apricots, 
nectarines, goofeberries, rafpberries, melons, oranges, lem-- 
ons, figs, pomgranates, olives, and. almonds. Apples 
thrive beft in the middle and northern regions — peaches 
and melons, in the foutheru. The peach is found in a 
good degree of perfection as far north as Bofton, but far- 
ther northward, degenerates, and is cultivated with dif-- 
ficplty^ Oranges, lemons, pomgranates, almonds figs, 
s(nd olives, grow as fer north as Virginia, but are fubjeCl 
tp be killed by thefrofts of winter — In South-Carolina = 
and Georgia they are cultivated with fuccefs^ 
,\ 159* Garden Vegetables i Every ^eciesof vegetable*, 
Cultivated for the ufe of the table in the old world, thrives 
well in America. Of thefe we have peas, beans, cabba- 
ges, calliflowers, fpinnage, celery, lettuce, afparagus, tur- 
• nips, onions, beets, radifjbes, carrots, paifnips, cucumbers, 
and a variety of other kinds, lifed in cookery .and for 
medicinal purpofes* The fugar eane has been lately in- 
troduced into the MifliGppi territory, and is cultivated^ 
with fuccefs,. aifording fugar of the beft quality. 

160, Plants indigenous in America^ Maiz, potatoes, to- 
bacco, pumpkins, fquaibes, hops and ginfea^^^i:^ -'^■^&>c!a'^ 
produftions of America. O^ xJcy^'^^ ^^^ xNk^^^^^^-k^^5& 

die mpft.ufe; M^iz, commouH ^^^^ ^x.^^.^^ ^^^- 



80 Ehmp^U cf Ufeful Knowledge. - 

one of the moil extenfively ufeful grains known in tlie- 
world. ;. as it thrives through a range of nearly one hun- 
dred degrees of latitude, or fifty degrees on each Cuh oi 
the equator, and isone of. the mod* nouriftiing articles oi 
food for man and beaft. In the - fuuthern parts of tlie 
United States, this plant grows to the height of twtiVe 6r 
fourteen feet, and tlie ear fprings from the twelfth or 
thirteenth joints far above, tlie reach of a man ftandin^ otk 
the ground — In the middle parts ;of the United Sutes 
the fpecies cultivated grow to the height, of eight or ten 
feet, and the ears fpring from the fifth, fixth, or feventh 
jpifit — In the more northern . pares and in Canada, a fpe- 
cies of four or five fe^t growth^ with ears fKooting ftom- 
ihefecond and third joints, is the only one- which the 
fhortnefs of the fummer heat* will permit to come to 
matarity. What an admirable proof is this of the wiil- 
dom and goodnefs of the Creator, thus to fit the feveral 
fpecies of this all-important graiii, to the feveral climates . 
of the globe I - 

161. The Pcitatoe. The difcovery of America added ^ 
this invaluable root to the efculent vegetables of the eaft- 
ern continent. It was found and carried to Europe by 
fome of the adventurers under fir Walter Raleigh. The 
eafe with which it is cultivated, the great quantity of: 
food which it furnifhes from a fmall portion of land, the 
little injury that its cultivation does to the foil, and its 
nourlfhmg qualities, which render it a fubfiitute for bread, ! 
and the eafe and little expenfe of drefling it for the table, 
render it one of the moft ufeful planes, efpecially to tK& 
poor ; and its cultivation has, in no fmall degree, dimih- 
iJhed the chances of famin, which was foimerly fo fre- 
quent in Europe. 

1 62. 7b3tfr^^* When tobacco was fir ft introduced into 
England, king James rflued a proclamation againfl the 
ufe of fuch an ofFenfive plant. Biit the priejudices again ft 
it gradually fubfided, and it now forms a confiderable ar- 
ticle of confumpti m in all.parts of the world. It thrives 
we)} in all parts of the United Slates^ — ^\tv \.\v^ tvtfrtisstti 

region, it is cultivated chiefly for 4omt^vc Mfe> \jSx\.vti:xSfe 
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»iddle ftates^ chiefly in Maryland and Virginia^ it con* 
fiitutes an important article of exports 

tSS. Kinds of Grain^ not Indigenous * Wheat,. rye#, 
barley, oats, buckwheat, miUetand rice, have been intro^ 
duced into the lilbited States. Qf thefe wheat is the moft 
generally coltirated, and is e&eemed ^e fineft grains 
On foitable foils, which are the dry andgrav^Uy, oi the 
rich mold of new land, it thrives in every part of the 
^United S(atesy except on the Atlantic (hore of the eaf- 
tera /lates. Even in that part of the country, it was cuU 
titvated withfiicccfs for thirty or forty years after oar an-- 
oedors fettled in America, but it now failsi Rice is cul- 
tivated only in the Carolinras and Georgia, where it is 
taifed in great quantities, for exportation. The other 
(pecies of grain grow, well in. any part o^'the United 
.States,and fined tbefailure^ of wheat in the eaftem.ftates, 
irye is much ufed£[H bread,. either alone, or mij»d with 
inaiz,or, in fome parts,^where wheat, will grow, with a 
imall portion of wheat,, which miitur^ is called meflni. , 

IS^. Plants cuitivaied for Clothing. Hemp and flax 
grow well in all parts ef the United States, where die £>il 
is fufficiently rich and fuitable. Flax is- erery. where 
raiiedfor clothing, in .greater or^kfs qoantitiesi aiidman«> 
ufadured into coatfe cloth* The feed is exported to Iter 
land, or ftimifbes oil fbr paints. Hemp for cordage may 
bp cultivated generally, but its culture is confined to a few 
tpwnSk Cotton grows well in theibuthern and weflern 
parts (^ the United States,^ndi&cultivated in great quan^ 
titles, as well for domeflic manufadhire, as> for exporta^ 
tion. Indigo thrives well in the Carolinas^and Georgia, as 
well as in the Miffifippi territory^ and was formerly a con* 
fiderable article of expbrt ; but the high, price of cotton 
has lately occafioaed the culture of. indigo to be negleded. 
.165^ Sili amdVinfis.. Silk laaf be cultivated in all 
parts of the Umte4 States, caie being taken to preferve 
the egg* of the worms from the fr»fl in winter. The at- » ^ 
Ipippts made tui Mew^Jplog^Und to vQX\6^>;xt^ ^^ o^jss»^ 
deswftr^^ that the cWmateatvaL ^oxV^x^e^ S^Nt^t-^S^^v '^^ 
tto noifeiDg.but the higVi^uce ot\^\>Q« ^^eN^-^x^^^^^^ 
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tion to this objeA* Vines are the fpontaneoufr^ prodddBoiXi 
of all parts of this coontrj^ and ibxne fpecks of natire 
grapes are of an excellent qnality. The fpectes of foreign 
grapes, which yield fome of the beft wines in Europe, are- 
introduced and thrive 'welly in the middle and even m 
tome part of the northern region of the Uniled Sute$ ; ; 
but the making of wiatisyet confined to a few ptacesi. 



Animals of thb United- States* ■ 
166» Native jinima!t*\ 

THE following quadrupeds are natives of the Urn*- 
ted Sutes, the buiialo» moofe, elk, bear, deer^. 
wolf, wild cat or lynx, panther, catanEiount, wolverm, 
fox, beairer, otter, martin, racoon; harei rabbit, mu&Fat,T 
^or mufquafh, weeiel, fquirrel offeveral kinds, one kind 
of rat opofium, fkunk, mink, woodcliuck, . ermih, ieal^ 
mole, field moufe, porcupine. Many of thefe animals, 
fitted to live only in the foreft^ retire w^ftward as cUkiYa-^ 
tion proceeds in that dire^ton, and are no longer fbea 
near the Atlantic. 

167. The Mammffth., Oft the WkllfciU in the-ftate of 
New -York ; near the falt-licks in Kentucky ; and ill^ 
ether part» of America have been found the bones of 
forae huge animal now extinft. It is fuppofed by fome 
to have been of the elephant fpecies^ and has« obtained 
the appellation of. Mhmmoth* A fkeleton of this aniisiali 
nearly complete may be feen in the. Mufeum at Phrla% 
delphia. Its fize is that<)f the largeft-fpeeies oCrelepkant, 
and a tall man may walk upright under its belly.. This- 
beaft mufthavefed himfetf by*means of a probofcis, a*- 
the neck is not long -enoUgh to reach the earth, when 
ftatiding ; but the form of the teeth, and jaws, and ei^e-i 
cially the fpiral foim and pofition of its-tuiks, m^ylce it 
certain that the animal was difffettta £ionv ?»xcj >23\\V:fe li 
^w,kao\m toezift. 



#158. Bomft'tc jinimaiu The animals kept hj maii 
i&r ufe, ate derired from fuch as* were imported; fuch 
as the horfe, cattle of all kinds, flieep^ afTes, goats» dogs^ 
.cats* iwine,. All thefe thrive well^ in the United ^States. 
The mountainous diliri^s of the foathern dates, aad aU 
parts of the northern furnifhoxeiv and cows of the largeft 
and beft kind. The fheep are inferior to the beft in JEu- 
rope. Elegant horfes of Englilh breed are ratfed, ^hietfy 
in the middle andy fouthern fiates, and a race of l>utck 
horfes, very laige and excellent for draft, in Pennfylvania. 
In New-England and Canada, theliorfes are finaller but 
very hardy and ferviceable. 

169. Wi/J Fowls. The wild fowls of the United 
States are too numerous to be fpecified. Some of the 
mod: remarkable are, the eagle, falcon, hawks of vario^w 
^rts, herons, owls, fwans, crows, turkies, geefe, ducks of 
many kinds, pelicans, brants, pigeons, partridges, quails» 
woodcocks, woodpeckers of tarious forts, fwallows, mar- 
tins, buzzards, blackbirds, robins, larks, blue birds, wrens» 
iparrows, gulls, plovers, fni pes, cranes and 'ftorks. 

170. Domefik Fowls, The domeftic fowls are/of 
foreign origin, as the goofe, duck, pigeons, and dunghill 
fowl^. They thrive-in ail parts of this country. The 
wild gooie and turky may be tamed, but the tnrky., 

^hich grows to the weight of thirty pounds or more 
when wild, degenerates by domeilication. 

171. Birils of Pajage, Somefpecies of birds leave 
•the cold regions in autumn, and viiit the more fouthem 
climes. Wild geefe and prgecais, and fbme kmds of 
ducks are of this fort. Many kinds of fowls are fo hardy 
-as to remain, and fly about in the feverity of ordinary 
winters, without danger, as the crow, the partridge, quail 
and fhowbird^ But in very hard winters, thefe birds are 
known to periih in great numbers. The fwallow, about the 
lad: week inAuguft, feeksa ihelter in ponds, rivers and 
inarftes, and remains torpid till fpring. But moQ: kvcssbv v^fL 
birds retreat to the cavities o£ bo\VovT txt^^L^^-axv^X^^^**^^^"^ 

172; Ftfbff. The lea au^ tw^Ts m\>cvfeA:s^x\.^^^-*^^ 
4i5o«nd *vdtl} an ii»n^Bfe >«Lt\et7 oi M^ xkk«!J w >i^a 



•84 ' Elements of V/e/uI KnowkSge. ^ 

the moft ufeful kind. Whales are often caught near t6e 
coaft. Codfifli ai^ t^ken on tke fhores of the northern 
region, and on the banks of Newfoundland, in fuch a- 
bundvuice as to form a large article of our exports. Ho- 
[ibittf haddock, mullet, whiting, plaice, mackarel, bais, 
Iftang or blackfiik, (faeeps head, and a great vanetf of" 
BmJI fi(h» fill our mai^ets at moil feafons of the year. - 
Mewives are caught in vaft numbers for foreign matkets, 
Rnd menhaden or white fifh, for tnanuring land ; and 
otir risers jibound with fturgeon. 

173- £bad and Salmm* In April and May, the rivers 
are ftocked with (had in immenfe numbers, and furniih 
the inhabitants with no fmall part of their food. The fal- 
mon, in the fame months, frequent the rivers from the 
north to the Connedlcut, in which they are taken in great ^ 
numbers* But that iifli is never found in rivers which 
difcharge into the Atlantic wedward of the CoBnedicuU 
The fmall dreams abound with trout, roach, perch and 
eels, and the lakes, with their tributary ftreams, are weU 
fupplied with excellent fifh, efpecially with the pike and 
falmon trout of a large fize. 

174. Shell Fi/h. Oyfters of the beft kinds cover the 
fliores (jfthe United States. Lobflers of the largeft kind 
abound in many places. Crabs, fhnmps, mufcles, and 
clams of various fpecies are found in our harbors and 
creeks: and we are occafionally favored with turtle from 
ti^e more fouthem climes. No country can boaft of a 
richer profufion of food, conftantly fumilhed from the 
hills, the foreft, and the bofom of the deep ! 

175. jimphibious Animals » Our fwamps and ponds 
abound with frogs, one fpecias of which called a biJl ' 
frog, is very large. The tortoife or turtle is comttionto 
all parts of America. Animals of the lizard kind are 
numerous ; and the ali^ator or crocodile, the . largeft of 
that fpecies, is found in the rivers of the fouthern ftates. 

1 76. Serpents. The principal fpecies of thefe animals 
are therattle fnake, the black fnake of feveral kinds, the 
^'per, the adder* oi feveral Cons, otve oi ^\C\c>\\'3. -aiTcw^v. ' 
^lous, audanodier frequents houfcs, xYie gtefeti -axAr^xX^v^^ 
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"The rattle fnake has a fatal poifon in a bag, at the root 
»of his large teetfi, which, when he bites, is conveyed by a 
fmall opening tliroujgh the teeth, to the objeft bitten. 
But this fnake is flow in his movenaent, aiid ulually gives 
notice of his .prefence by a buzzing noife >nade with tJie 
rattles at the end of his tail. He lives among the roc k^ 
and in fummer defcends into the meadows. It is ref- 
xn^iTkable that the lands ^hich are covered with be*ech 
and maple trees, and contain no rocky precipices, are 
free from all large ^venomous ferpentf. 

177. Small reptiles and infeBs, The United States, 
in .common- with all warm and teniperate' climates, a- 
bound with finall atiimals of the reptile and ihfedl kindi^.* 
^ew <^ them however are venomous ; the honey bee is 
very.ufeful'; and ift the mountains and hilly parts of 
the country, none of them are vexatious. Near fwamps 
and mar{he&, tUfe, mufketoes, and in fome places, gnats, 
are extremely troublefome. In the flat lands^inthe' 
Carolinas and Georgia, it is necelTary for people to de- 
fend themfelves at night againft the muflietoes, by fur- 
rounding their beds with gauze curtains or pavilions. 

178- The Lociijl and Graf shopper n Locufts appear, in 
Vaft numbers, at particular times, and are fuppofed to be 
periodical ; but in the United> States they do little in- *^ 
jury. Grafshoppers are feen every fummer ; but are 
iiarinlefs, ej^cept in very dry feafons. When they multiply 
to ^n aftoniftiing degree, und devour the grafs, com and ^ 
oth^r Ufeful vegetables. 

179. The Canker luornu In the northern and mid- 
dle ftates, eanker wowns appfear at certain times, in fuch 
nuoibers as to injure the apple tree. Their appearance 
feepis to be periodical. They are moft deftru<fVive to trees 
on light, dry land, and feldom inviade trees which ftand 
on a ftiff clay, or moift land. They jre produced from 
An egg depofited on the trees by a milleri which comes 
from the earth andafcends the tree^ in fprin^ ^^5* Cc^^-^ •^^'^ 
thefr^a isdiiTolved. To ij>t event xVev^: ^^c.«re.\-,\yv^^^^^^-^ 
al to encircle the treei wk\i t'AT,atid \\C^^M ^'^ -jc^^y.^^ ^^ "^ 
Iri/jx^oj- ijand of tow, arom^d t^e tt^es^ ^\\V^^"^^^^"^^^^^ 
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Thefe worms feed till June, dripping the itre^ of their 
foliage — then fuddenly difappear. The'y generally ap- 
pear, for two, three or four yeaxs in iticceflion* 

U>0. Other noxious Infers* -Caterpillais, of various 
fpecies, appear, at times, in fuch numbers, as to be \exj 
deftrudive to fruit trees, and fome foieil trees. Tht 
rofe. bug and the iltig alio, in particular feafons, do 
great injury. A white worm, or grub, in fome parts 
of xhe country devours the roots of the ^rafs, and gives 
to the rich meadow and paftuie the appearance of a 
barren heath. A black worm occafiohally invades the 
grafs and corn in May and June, and in fuch myriads 
as to lay wafte the fields ; and an infed has lately at- 
tacked the wheat. But alcho thefe and many other in- 
fers ravage at times particular places, or particular 
foris of vegetatioui yet our crops are lifually hch acul 
jabundant* 



Mines, Minnekals, Stones and FbssiLS. 
18L Precious Metals. 

WITHIN the United States, gold and ifilver bra 
have not been difcovered in fuch quantities as to 
command attention ; except recently in Cabafras county 
in North Carolina. A Coppermine, on the t^afaic, a few 
miles north of Newark in New-Jerfey,has been wrougM 
to advantage, and an aflbciation by the name of the Sohp. 
company, has been incorporated for tlie purpbfe of profe- 
cuting the bufmefs. Gi^at quantities of copper have 
alfo been found iu the country borcfering on Lake Superior. 
182, Lead, A valuable lead miae has been wrought, 
hear th« banks of the Kanhaway, in Virginia. One 
hundred pounds of ore are faid to yield fixty of lead. 
Still wote valuable mines ha^ebeew difcovered on the 
bunks of the Miffifippi, exXetid\t\^ ^tom \>cv^ ^cvO^^v^tx 
j^orchwaids one hundred and ^tiy mWvis, \^ \.^ti^!cc«A. 
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Aieart!ie Miflbrie, v^ry rich mipe^of Itod are wrought bjr 
a citizen of the United States. 

i83. Iron. Iron is found in many parts of the Uni- 
ted States, as in AfTowamfet pqnd, in Middleborough, in 
MafTachufettS'-^-at Salifbury and Stafford in Conneifticut 
^at Egg-harbor, and in Mbrris-couBty, in New-Jerfey— 
on the Hudfon in Columbia county^ — and ifi other parts, 
too numerous^^ to be particularii^ed. This valuable ixietal 
is cad into cannon, hollow ware, or pigs, and wrought 
feito anchors, bars and nail rods. But our own mines 
and forges do not fupply the confumption -of the country, 
knd large quantities of S wedifh' iron and fteel in bars are 
Imported from the Baltic 

'l84. Valuable Stonesi, The United States are furnifli- 
ed with inexhauftible quantities oflimeftone. A range 
of this ftone extends from Connecticut, through the wef-^ 
fern towns of Maflachufetts and Vermont, to the Miffi(ko, 
ineie^ than two hundred miles, furnifliing an abundance 
of lime. In fome. places it furnifheS marble, both white ' 
and clouded, of a goqd quality for the fotadations of 
buildings, for fteps, tomb ftones and other ufe?. On'the * 
Schuylkill a few miles from Philadelphia, is found marble 
ef a good quality, which fupplies fiie inhabitants with 
building ftones, piecss for chimpeysjbearth^ and tomb 
iiones. Of this is built th^t large and handfome ftrufkure, 
the bank of Petinfylvauia. Many other parts of this 
country abound with fnarble^nd limeftone. Kentucky 
is underfpread' with limeftone,. and a body of it runs 
jthrough North Carolina. 

"' \^^i Fret Stone and Slate: Free ftone f^iitable for the 
foundation- of buildings gbo]apds in various parts of A- 
merica, as at Chathaiji, Eaft-Hartford, Branford and 
Eaft Haven in Cpnneffcicut, and on the banks of the Paf- 
i^ie in New-Jcrfey. Slate has been found in various 
places, afid on the e^ft bank of the Hudfoin, above Fifti- 
j kill, a quarry of it is wrought withfuccefs ; great qaan- 
-tities or flate of a good kind ai^d fuitable for covering 
buUdings, being jfent to maf ^et fiom xKy& 9^'2^^^> 

■fa. " ■ . . 
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186. FoJJit^ Coal and Peat. Coal for. fuel is fiimiflieifi 
by the United .States, in the greateft abundance. A minft- 
on the Powhatan iiver, in Virgmia,.is now wrought, and 
coal pf the beftquality isfeut from it to various- parts of 
the United States. On the Sufquehanna — fOn tiie Ohio 
— ^near Pittfhurgh, and in Kentucky, are vaft bed* of this 

• fuel deftined hereafter to fumifh our fires when wood 
ihall ^ail. Peat is found at Newtown, on Long-lCland,. 
at Norwalk, Fairfield, Woodbridge and Hambden m 
Connedicut ; and already begins to be ufed by the inha- 
bitants, and exported to. New- York. It is alfo found-in. 

■ ©ther parts of the United States. 

187. Other Foffllt and Minerals. Ifmgglafs, bl.'jk 
lead, alum, ocher, ibap-ftone, fulphur, marl, chalk, and 
antimony have been found in the United States. But 
the natural hiftory of North America, mere efpecially its 
mineral productions, have yet been little inveftigated. — 
Doubtlefs many mineral fubflancesy conRituting a va(l 
body of natural riches, remain yet undifcovered in the 
bofom of mountains : but which^ when labor fhall be 
cheaper, the ftudy of mineralogy purfued with more ar- 
dor, and the wants of our people more preffing, will be 
found and converted to ufeful purpofes. 

188. Mineral Springs^ Numerous mineral fprings 
have already been difcovered in the United States. hi 
Stafford In Conneftlcut is a fpring whofe waters poffefs 
chalybeate properties, ^nd are valued for their ejBTedls la 
fcorbutic and xheumatic cafes. The warm fpring at 
Lebanon intheftate of New- York, is remarkable forth? 
quantity and temperature of the water it difcharges— 
its temperature is marked by 71** of Farenheit,. which ren- 
ders it a pleafant bath-^The effedls of its waters in curing 
fcorbutic and rheumatic afle<5lions, have rendered it a 
place of refo'rt during the fummer months. 

189. The Springs at Saratoga and Balltown. The Springs 
at Saratoga and Balltown are numerous, and their waters 
poffefs ftrong mineral properties. Some of them are 
powerful chalybeates — and others contain folutions of 

fdtjfrom which is manufaQtuicd ^\xt^5cCvs^^\. ^c^^lta- 
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a({ij imported. Thefe fprings are places of great refort 
in fummer, and their waters are found very beneficial in 
billious complaints, indigeftions and vifceral obftru(ftioas. 
190. Other Springs. Ill the town of Phelps, fix teen 
miles north of the Senelca Lalce, is a Ipring fo ftrongly 
impregnated with fulphur, that its waters depofit large 
qiiantitiesof that fubilance on the earth in their channel. 
The Talt fprings near the OnOndago lake, are numerous, 
and cotitain fuih a portion of fait ih folution, that it is 
jeafily obtained by evaporation ; ar.i fuSicient quantities 
are there made to fupply all the interior of the (late of 
New- York — indeed the quantity that may be made is an- ^ 
limited. In Virginia and Georgia are niedicinal fprings 
of high reputation, and in Kentucky, fait fprings are 
found to fupply the weilern. ftates with the neceffary aiti- 
de of fait. Similar fprings are found in other parts of 
the weftern cbuntiy. 
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Present CONDITION of the United States* 

3fp£f tally sn regard to their PolklcaU Civile Commercial and^ 

* Ecommical Jlate. 

19 1 . Divifion of the Territory of the United States. 

THE territory of the United States is divided, for 
the purpofes of government, into ttates or common- 
wealtlis, and into diftriifts fubje<^ to the ordinances o£ 
congrefs. The ftates are feventeen ; fourteen of which 
lie chiefly on the eaft and fouth of the great ridge of 
mountains which divide the waters of the Atlantic -rivers 
fro"i the tributary fti earns of the MifSiippi, tlie froquots 
and the Lakes— and three ilates lie weft w*ird of the fame 
ridge. Tiiirteen of laefe ftitet. vere formed, during the 
revolution, from colonies whofe bounds had been definad. 
by chartersi or fettled by agte^a-v^wv ox r^yi:^ww\?\^"^^>^ 
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fubjeA to the Briufli crown. The other four have beeft 
formed and received into the ^ion> fince th& eftablilh- 
ment of mdependence. ^ 

192. Barnes of the States. The Atlantic ftates are^ 
New-Hampihirey Veimont,. MafTachufetts, Rhode-Iiland». 
Connedicut, New- York, Ne w-Jerfey^. Pennfylvaoja. i>eia- 
ware, Maryland, Virginia^ Norch*Carolina» Sout^-Carol/- 
na» and Georgia. All thefe, Vermont excepted, were 
formed during the revolution. The weftein ftates wkidi- 
have been eredted fince the revolution, are Kentucky, 
Tenncffee, and Ohio. The country weft of Georgia and. 
fouth of Teneifee, is called the Mifiifippi Territory^ and. 
governed by a fpecial ordinance of Congreis. 

Njbw-Hammhhie,_ 

193. Situation of Hew-Hampfitre^. New-HampA/rt^ 
whofe name is derived from a county in England, fronk. 
whence many of its firft inhabitants came, is compre-- 
hended between forty-two degrees, foity-one minutes,, 
and forty-Eye degrees, thirty minutes, of nortli latitude ;, 
aftd between feventy degrees, forty |pinutes, and feventy- 
two. degrees, twenty-eight minutes, of weft longitude, 
from Greenwich, 

194'. Bounds. The fouth line of New-Hampibiw,, 
adjacent to Maflacliufetts, runs three miles north . of the 
Merrimac, to a point north of Patucket falls, and thence- 
due weft to the Conne<aicut. Its weft boundary is the 
weftem fide of the Conne^icut, which feparates ic from 
Vermont. On the north, it is bounded by the north line 
of the United States, and adjacent to Canada, Its eaf* 
tern boundary is the Atlantic and the Pifcataway to its 
fource ; then a line running two degrees weft of north to ~ 
Canada, and dividing it from Maine. 

1 95. Extent. Tlie length of New-Hampfliire, from, 
fouth to north, is one hundred and ftxty-eight miles. Its^ 
utmoft brcdth,. from eaft to weft, is ninety miles. The: 
ftate contains fomewhat more than fix millions of acres, 
•f furface, about one huadred tKow&tvd o£ ^Kvch. are cov*- 
cred with water. 
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' t96. Counties and Towns. This ftate is divided inta 
fix counties — RockiDgham, Straffoid, H?Uft)orough, 
Ghe(Kire, Grafton and Cohos. U contains nearly two 
. Jiundied incorporated townihips, befides- other diftridte 
called locations. The chief towns are Portfmouth, Exe- 
ter, Concord, Amherft, Keene, Charleftown,. Walpole,, 
Haverhill and Plymouth* 

197. Porz/wwa/^. Portfmouth the- largefl: town ia 
New-Hampfhire, and a feat of the courts in Rockingham 
. -county, is fituated on the fouth bank of the Pifcataway». 
about two miles froip thefea, fixty-thisee miles noith.^afl: 
oi Boflonv in latitude 4^3«5nonh.. It is the only com-- 
mercial town and iea port in the ftate> and is a place of 
confiderable trade* Its buildings are chiefly of wood* anci 
a large quarter of the towii was laid in alhes by afire 
' in Becember 1S02. Its public buildings are a court- 
houfe, a market-houfe, a bank, a workrhoufe, three con- 
gregational churches, one epifcopal, and one for univer- 
faliits.— Its inhabitants in 180Q were five thouiand three 
hundred and forty. In this town are two banks, 

198. Exeter* Exeter lies upon the Swamfcot, a branch 
^f the Pifcataway, at the falls, fifteen miles fouth- weft of 
Portfmoudi. It is one of the fe^ts of the courts in Rock- 
ingham, contains a court-hodfe, a jail, two congrega- 
tional churchesi^ handfome academy and a bank. U lies, 
at the head of navig.ition^ contains a number of millsy and 
lis^ remaCi-kable for Ihip-buiiding* Its inhabitants by the cen- 
fus of the year 1 800, were feveijteen hundred and thirty. 
199* GQncord, Concord isa handfome town, on the 
weft bank of the Merrimao, about fifty-five miles north- 
wefterly from Portfmouth. It contains a congregational; 
church and an academy, and i$ the feat of government.. 
Juft below the town it an elegant toll bridge acrofs the 
Merrimac. in the year 1800, the inhabitants were two. 
thouHmd and fifty., 

200.- .Other sonftder^hU Towns i, Amherft, the ftiire* 
town of Hillfborough county, on a bf».:wL\x ^V '$sav^'^'^«s\. 
Stvi-r, fixcy miles well oi Pmt^mov\\\v^ cotvXi^ja^^^ v^ <^ 
jE«4r 1800, two thoufand, oxve \v\xxv<it^^ ^xi^'o:^^^-^- v^---*- 
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tEDts, and »a academy. Keepe, in Chefhlre coanty^ 
coataii\ed in the year 1800, (ixteen huodred and &fty 19- 
habicantSj and has a bank. Charleftown,. on tb6 Co^ 
oe<5licut» in the fame year, conuined thirteen hundred aod 
fixty inhabitants. Walpoie, in the fame year,, co^tain^d 
feventeen hundred and nfty inhabitants. Plymouth, .a 
ieat of the courts in Grafton county, on Baker's river, »t 
its juntflion with the Pemigewailet» forty-five miks north 
of Concord* contained in the year 1800, ieven himdnd- 
and fifty inhabitants. Hanoyer, the feat of Dartmoo^ 
college, contained in the fame year., nineteen hundred 
and twenty inhabitants. At this place is a bridge over the 
Conne<5licut, confiding of a iingle arch of one hundred 
nd forty feet chord. At the falls in Walpole, th^re is 
9jt[o a bridge over this river. Haverhill^ on the Con- 
ne^icuty is a confiderable town and has a bank. 

SOI. Gemtrai Fact ^ the CawUrj. The lUteof Neir- 
Hampfliire, like all the northern region of the United 
Stat^ is hiUy oc mountainous ; excepi ibme plains ai^d* 
marflies on the iea Ihore or the banks of rivers. The mea- 
dows and intervals are of a rich mold* and free from 
ftones ; but the foil of the upland is gravel* iandy loamy > 
.day or a mixture. 

202. Chiff Motmiabu. A range of niount^ins rims 
between th^ Connc^icut and Merrimuic ; beginning with 
the Monadnock, near the ibuth line of the ftate, and mo- 
ning north, it is diitinguifaed by the Sunnapee» and 
MooHielock, or Mooiehilloc, and finally it terminates in 
the moil lofty elevations in New. England, the White 
Mountains. There are other mountains on the eaft of- 

. the Merrimac, but le£^ elevated* « ^ 

203. ChUf Jlkjcrs. The Connedlcut wafhes tie 
weil border of the ftate : the JMrnrioiac penetraiss acO:n- 
iklerable part of it from north to fouih, and with its tri- 
butary .1. r'ams, waters the interior cf the Hate. The Faf- 
cataw^y, with its -irib itary ftT^^ams, waters tha eaftera 
parts c£ the .ila^c | the Sauce and Androfco^gui the 
^»nhem garts... 



i 



Ebmtnts of UfefuL Knowledge^. 9S? 

^4t Ponds and Lakes. Winipifiogy lake, twenty- 
tKRO miles in length. Unrbagog^ in the northern part of 
riie ftate ; Squam, Sunnapay, and great Oflapy, are 
the principal bodies offtaading;. water ;.but the fmaller. 
po fids are numerous. 

205. Population^ The number of" itibabitahts m 
-New-Hamp(hire in the year 1767> was efti mated at fifty- 
two thoufand — ^in 1775, at eighty-two thoufand— -and by 
a^aal enumeration in 1790, the tiumber was one hun--. 
dred and forty-two thoufand.'. In 1800; th'e number 
had increafed to one hundred and eighty-four thoufand^ 

^06. £xporis^ The chief articles of export are flirps^. 
lumber, fifli, beef, port and other proyifioas, horfes, pot. 
^nd pearl afhes, and ilax-feed; Ship building has aU. 
ways been the employment of the towns on the Fafcata-- 
way and its branches. Lumber and fiQi are carried t(> 
the Weft- Indies, Spainj or the Azores and Canaries ; 
horfes, beef and poik.to the Weft- Indies ; pot and pearh 
afhes to Great-Britain, and flax-feed to Ireland. 

207. Gourfe of Trade before the War^ . JSefore thfe revo-. 
lution, the king claimed the pine trees fuita We for maftst. 
and his navy was fumiftied from America with maft:s and: 
fpars, a great part of which were cut in New-Hamp- 
fhire. Ships were built and loaded for the Weft-Indies j, 
and there they took freight for England, where they 
were fold ; or they were freighted' with timber and fpars,. 
dire<ftly for England, and fold. With the proceeds, the? 
merchants paid for their Britift goods. 

208. Ft/heryi. A confldera^e number of boats and* 
fchooners are employed in the cod fjfliery. The boats 
take the fifti about the^ifles or flioals, within two or three 
leagues of PortfmoUth. The fifh» taken in February and 
March is cured with little fklt, and being kept alter- 
nately above and below ground, becomes mellow and of 
a red color;. This is called dumb fidiii, and is of the firft 
quality. The fchooners fifli on the banks of Newfoundland,, 
and the filh taken, is fent to Spaitt and the Weft-Indie«i.. -f" 

209. Ports of Export, ^i^^v^^&xcsiy^^w^^^ ^'sjv. ^wntj^^^ 

than eighteen miles -o£ fea-coa^.^cAxwo^^v^'^ ^^^^"^ 
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except Portfinomfaf whkbisapoft of entry, and {rom^ 
this is exported a conliderable part of the produce of 
the ftate* But by means of thefitaationof the ftate, np^ 
finall portion of commoditiss is exported by other chan^ 
nels. The lumber that pal^dewn the MeiTixn^Cy goes to 
Newburyport — a part of the trade of the weftem towa< 
is by the ConnedHcot ta Hartford and New. York — whilt 
the northern towns more eafily communicate ?Rih tlif 
ieapoits in Maine, than with Bortfmouth. 

210. Vmliii^ its Exports. The exports from New- 
Hamp(hire for feveral years after the national govern- 
ment was eilabli/hed. fell (hort of two hundred tho.afand 
dollars a year ; in the year 1800, their value lofe near^ 
Yf to four bundled and thirty- two thoufand dollars. Bat 
a great part of the produce of this ftate is ihipped from 
ports in other ftates. 

fll. Manufaauru% The principal manufa^ies ^r^ 
thofe of coarfe cloths in private families ; but not fufi&c\et)|t 
for the inhabitants. Pot and pearl a(hes, iron, lether, {ad- 
dles* ihoe$, potters* ware, and a few other articles, are 
aUb manufa^hired. 

•-. 2J4. • Siau ofLeanur^n An old law of the colony di- 
re&ed every- to wn» containing one hundred families, to 
provide a grammar ichool ; in which alio was to be 
taught, reading, writing and arithmetic. Thi^ law wai 
not well executed. Since the revolution, a law of the 
ftate has dire^ed the maioteaanc^ of- fchools in the fevi^- 
ral towns under ceistain penakies^ There are alfo fecial 
libraries in forae towns \ and neinrs-p^pers circulate in 
almolV all parts of the ftate. 

Sl.% A£adfmt<i. At Beeper an acaiikmy, fou^4ed hf 
John Phillips Efq. and called after his name, vvas ipcor 
porated in 1781 • At Atkinfon, ap- academy, founded by 
Nathaniel Peabody Efqi was incorporated in 1700.*:;- 
Acaden^ies ai« aUU founded at Amheril, CharleHi>w[i 
and Concord. 

214. Dartmouth Collige. At Hanover, in (!!]^rafton 
«ounty, is a college founded by Do<5lqr Wheelock in 
^'7€9».witJ} aipecial view to the inftn^^^lon of yoan^jiidiaQf^ 



Althothfe pbjed haisiii a gi^eat m^afure failed:; the in- 
iftit'ution is piTifpieroas and higlily ufeful. The cumber 
piF ftudents is feldotn lefs than one hundred and fifty ; its 
jTuhds corififtirtg of newr lands are increafing in value ; its 
iibrary and apparatus are tolerably complete ^ its fitua- 
tion is pleafetit and advantageous. It takes its name 
.from a pritvCipal betiefa^or, the Earl of Dartmouth, 
^2154 Gdvcrnfnent of Netv-Hamppire- The ccriftitution 
Ibdges the' power of making laws in a General Coufi, con- 
i^fting'df alferiate and a houfe of reprefent a tives, the con- 
currence 6f which is neceffairy to a law, Thefenate con- 
fifts of tliirteehperfeilSjfchofen in eertain diftrifts by the 
ffeetnieh or eledtbts. To qualify a man for a fenator he 
jtiiift be polTcfred of a freehold of the value of fix hundred 
and fixty^feven dollars, he mult be thirty years of age, 
ab inhabitant of the difti;i^ for which he is choien, and 
ifcUft have been an inhabitant of thV ftate for feveti years 
|>feceding. . 

2r6. 'Reprefetiialives, 'Every town containing one 
hundred and fifty rateable ' males, Of twenty one years of 
I'ge, may fend a deputy to the general court. Three hun- 
dred additional ra textile males entitle a town to an addi- 
tional ^e|3reientatil'e. A representative muft have eftate 
in thediftrid to the ^vaJue of three hundred and thirty- 
Tour dollars, one half of which mnft be freehold. He 
"muft haveb^en two years in inhabitaiit of theilate, and. 
when chcffen, ihufl be an inhabitant of the town or diftrid 
for which he is eledled- 

2X7. Eleaon. All the'Tii ale inhabitants in the ftate 
4^f Iwerity-one years old and upwards, excepting p-^vipets 
and perfons excufed from paying taxes at their own re- 
quc ft, have a right to vote Tor fenator« and' reprefentar 
tivies. If the electors do not give a majority of votes to 
any one perfon for fenator, the two houfes of ^ke legiila- 
ture, byjoint ballot, eled lone of the ' tWQ who have the 
^eateft ntftnher of votes. 

21S. Executive Power. TY» Cxi^t^m^ ^^^oj^xh^ ^^'^ 
h veRcd m a governor, cYiofex^ ^tvTv>^'AVi \xv ^^-^.-^i^ ^ 
the eleaorsi but if r.opeiioxv Vi^ls^wA^^^^ cS.-^^'^^'^^ 
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two boufes ele^ one of the two, who have the bighek 
number. To be a qualified candidate for governor, a 
man mud have been an inhabitant of the (late feven 
years ; he muft be thirty years of age, and poflefs aa 
eftate of the value of fixieen hundred and fixty-iereo 
dollars, one half of which niuft be freehold, 

219. The CounciL To afllft and advife the governor 
in his office, a council is inftituted, conififting of fit 
members, one in each county, annually chofen^ by the 
-eledloi s ; and in cafe no choice is made by the people, 
the defeft is fupplied by the two houfes from the two 
peifons who have the higheft number of votes. The 
qualifications of a councillor, are the fame as for goy<- 
emor, except that a councillor mud have real eftate to 
the amount of a thoufand dollars only. 

220. Ponvers of the Execuli^fc, All bills which pafi 
the two houfes muft be prefented to the governor ; if he 
figns them, they become law ; if not, he returns them, 
with his objciflions — if they are then paiFed by two thirds 
of the members of both houfes, they become law^ ; oth* 
^rwife, they do not. The governor and council appoint 
the judges of courts, flierift"s, regifterp of probate and the 
attorney general. The governor and council have a 
negative on each other. 

221. Powers of the Governor, The governor is com- 
mander in chief of jhe army, navy and militia, and has 
power to pardon oflFenfes after convidlion, except in cafes 
of impeachment. He can prorogue the general court 
in its recefs, for a time not exceeding feven montxis, and 
during tiie fefljon,he can adjourn or prorogue it, at the 
requfcft of the two koufes. He can alfo fummon the 
general court on fpecial occa:iions. In cafe of the death 

. or abfence of the governor, the prefident of th« fehate 
adminifters the government, till the next ekftlon (hall 
fupply the vacancy,' there being no lieutenant governor. 

2!2"2. Militia, The militia of New-Hampfbire con- .. 
fifts of all able bodied men, from fixteen to forty y^ars of 
^ge, With f he exception of c\v\\ oflacexs, c\et^^ti\ew,c\ua- 
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^Tiyficians and ftirgeons, flVrp in aftets, ferrymen, millers 
^nd afew others. The regiments are twenty-feven, and 
tfie effedtve men, about thirty thoufand* The field offi- 
-cers are appointed by the governor and conncil, the cap- 
tains and fubalterns are nominated by the field officers^ 
and appointed by the governor ; the non-commiflloned 
officers, by the captains and fubalterns. 

223. Secretary and other CJficers. The fecretary of th« 
(late, treafurer, and commilTary-general, are chofen by 
joint ballot of the fenateand reprefentativ^s. The county 
treafurers, and regifters of deeds are chofen by the free- 
men of the refpe(aive counties^ The judges of courts 
hold their offices during good behaviour, except that they 

^cannot remain in office after feventy years of age. 

224. Religious Denominations. The chief pait of thfi 
inhabitants are congregation alifts, epifcopalians, prefbyte- 
tians, baptifts, and quakers % of which the firft are tlie 
^oft numerous. In Portfmouth is alfo a fociety of uni-' 
veifalifts, and another of fandemaninans. All perfuafions 
and modes of worfliip are prote<Sed by law, Xvithout pref- 
■erence. The congregation ele<2 and maintain their own 

minifters, and no perfon can be compelled to ccintribute to 
the fiipport of thofe of another denomination. 

225. Taxation. Taxes are laid upon polls and propeity, 
the feveral fpecies of Which are rated at a certain value, 
foedby law. In April annually, an invoice of the polls 
and ratable propeity of each town is taken by perfon s 
appointed for the purpofe, and taxes are laid upon each 
towriin proportion to the ariiount of this in voices and 
«pon each man according to his part of it. 

226. Authority of Totuns. Every town is a corporation, 
^empowered to choofe its officers^ make regulation* 
and lay taxes for the fupport of minifters, fchools, bf^dges, 
highways and the poor. The general concerns of » the 
town are under the dire^ion of certaia peifons chofea 
ibr the purpofe, and called Se/cSmem 
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Vermont, 



227- Situation of Vermont. The ftate of Vermwit Iiei ' 
#n the weft fide of the Connefticut, between forty-two 
degrees, forty-four minutes, and forty {Lwq degr(?es, of 
north latitude ; and between feventy-one degrees, thirty- 
two minutes, and feventy-three degrees, twenty-five min- 
utes, of weft longitude. 

228. Bounds. The eaftlimit of Vermont is the weftera 
fide of the Conned Ic wit— the fouth boundary is the north 
line of Maifachufetts — the weft line divides Pownal, Ben- 
nington andfome other towns from New- York ; then runs 
down Poiiltney river to Eaft Bay, then along the middle 
of that i)ay, and lake Cham plain to Canada, which be« 
gins in the forty-fifth degree of latitude — and that decree 
conftitutes the north boundary. 

229. ExUnt, The length of Vermont from north to 
fouth, is one hundred and fifty-feven miles ; the^ bredth 
on the fouth, is forty-one miles, and on the north, ninety 
miles, the mean or average bredth being about Irxty-five 
miles* The contents of the ftate are nearly ten thoufand 
two hundred and thirty-feven fquare miles ;^or fix mil- 
lions and a half of acres. It is probable that water cov- 
ers about one hundred and fixty thoufand acres. 

230. Natural Divlfion of the State. . The ftate of Ver- 
mont is divided by a range of mountains running nearly 
north and ; fouth, called, from their appearance, green 
mountains, from which the ftate takes its name. Th« 
bafe of thefe elevations is about fifteen miles in bredth ; 
and they are interfered, in many places. with valleysi 

231. Riven in the Wcflern part of the State. Th« 
principal ftreams in Vermont, are Onion River, or 
Wino*^(ky, whick runs north-wefterly feventy-five miles, 
and after waftjing a fertile country, enters the lakd near 
Burlington — Otter Creek, which waters the wefterndif- 
tri<a of the ftate for iiinety miles, and falls into the lake at 
Ferrifburg— the Lamoil, a 6ne fmooth ftream of feventy- 
Svip rjciiles in length, which £a\\s mx.o \^^\«5ik&^'^^m\les 
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•orthpf Onion River, the Miffl{ko, of the (ame fize, which 
-winds acrofs the north line of the ftate, and falls into th« 
lake in Highgate. 

232. Rivers In the eajlern part of the Siate. Weft rlv^ 
*r rifes near the head of Otter Creek in Bromley, and run-^ 
ning fouth-eaft about thif ty-feven miles, enters the Con- 
nedlicutat Brattleborough. White river, after a courf* 
of fifty miles, falls into the Conneifli cut at Kartford.— ' 
Pofoomfuck, rifes in a pond in Weftmore, ^hd after a 
eourfe of forty-five mrles, enters the Conne<5^icut in Barnet, 
The Conne(5^icut which waflies the whole eaftein fide of 
- Vermont, is one of the fineft rivers in the eaftern flates. 

253. Lakes, The Lake Champlain wafhes a larga 
-part oftheweftern fide of Vermont, furnifhing naviga- 
ble water into Canada. Memfremagog, on the north 
Kne of Vermont IS about forty miles in length and twa 
or three in bredth. It is chiefly within theHmits of Can- 
ada and communicates with the St. Lawrence by th« 
river St. Francis. 

234. Goufittes^ Vermont is divided into eleven coun- 
ties— -Qn the weft, Benningtoni Rutland, Addifon, Chit- 
*tenden. On the north, Franklin and Orleans ; and ots 
the ConncdlicUt, Windham, Windfor, Orange, Caledonia, 
and E/fex. The ftate is further divided into townlhips, 
of which there are two huildied and fifty. 

235. Population. In the year 1771 1 the inhabitants 
of Vermont amotfnted to about feven thoufand. In 1792 
a cenflis was taken and the number exceeded efghty-five 
thoufand. In the year ISOO, the number had increafed 
to one hundred and fifty-four thoufand. The people are 
in oftly emigrants from the other New-England ftates or 
therr defendants ; the largeft portion of them from Con- 
Tie&Icut. ^. 

236. Chief Towns. Bennington, a (hire town of 
'tJie cortnty, on the fouth-weftern part of the (late, and 
Tettled iti 1764, is the oldeft town. U \^ ^'Cv^^ «v^>5>r*^s:^. 
Ttpon elevated ground, commi TC\?itv^J V-scc^^^^-^vfe V^T^ 
hmldmgs, a church, ftate-bovife, -axv^ \^^t "^^^ ""^ 
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two rhottfand two hundred and fifty inhabitants. It i» 
mbout forty miles north-ea(l of Albany, and -l:elebrated 
for a vi^ory over the Britifti troops in Auguft 1777. 

337* Manchejer^ Manchefler a (hire toy^n alfo m. 
Bennington county, is (ituated pleafantly on elevated 
ground, twenty-two miles north of Bennington. It con* 
tains a number of handfome buildings aUd in 1800,. 
fourteen hundred inhabitants. 

238. Rutland. Rutland, the (hire town of Rudand 
tounty, lies^ on Otter Creek, fifty-feven miles north 
of Bennington. It contains a church, a ftate-houfe,. 
and in 1800, two thoufand, one hundred and thirty in* 
)iabitants« 

239. Wlndfor. Windfor, the (hire town of Wind- 
for county, is one of the moft confiderable towns in the^ 
ftate. It lies on the Connedicut, about one hundred 
and foity miles north of Hartford in Connedlicut. It 
contains many elegant houfes, and in 1806, two thou* 
fand and two hundred inhabitants. Over the Connedicut 
at this place, is a handfome 'bpdge, conne<5Ung the tows 
with Cornifii. 

240. Other confiderahk Towns. There are many hand* 
fome and thriving towns in this ftate, a&. Weftminfter^ 
Newfane, Brattleborough, Newbiwy, Woodftock, Middle- 
bury Burlington, Vergennes and others. Middlebury and 
Vergennes on Otter Creek, are fumiihed by the falls, with 
excellent mill-feats — as is Burlington by falls on Onion 

' Rivfer. Burlington is fituated on a beautiful bay of 
Lake Champlain, which forms a crefcent at the foot of 
the town, and the town has a fine view of the lake. 

24* K Employments of the Peiple. The principal occU" 
pation of the inhabitants is agticulture. The lands in the 
ftate are in general very rich, and covered with forefts 
of heavy wood. In all new fettlcfments, the firft objeft 
is to clear the land of wood, which is done by girdling, 
©r falling the trees, and burning them with the leaves 
and dry branches. No fooner is the land m YermoAt 
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cleared, than it products great crops of wheat, maiz, 
Hix, oats and other ufeful articles. 

; 24?2. ■ TraJe of FermonU The courfe of trade fol- 
lows the Gourfe of the rivers and the lake. On the eaft ^ 
fide pf the mountains, goods.are exported and imported, 
chiefly by means of the Conne(fticut ; and of courfe, the 
connexions m bufmefs are with Hartford and New- 
York, The north-eaftern parts, however, communicate 
more eafily with Bofton, Portfmouth, Kennebec, or 
fome eaftern poit. On the weft of the mountains the 

. trade is with Troy, Albany, or other towns on the Hud- 
fon, and by that river with New-York ; or to the north 
with Canada by means of lake Champlain and its outlet.. 

24<3. Exports, The chief articles exported are pot , 
^d pearl afhes, wheat and other grain, bar iron, nails, 
beef, pork, cattle, horfeh, lumber and peltry ; with fome 
flax and maple fugar. As all the commodities exported 
from Vermont, are tranfported through other ftates, ex- 
cept what pafs to Canada,^ the amount of their value 
cannot be known, being included in the returns of eicports. 
from the ports where the articles are (hipped. Thus ^ 
i^rgepait of the exports from New-York.i& the produce 
of Cenne£licut, New-Jerfey- and Vermont; 

244. Manifadures, The raanufa<5lisres of Vermont 
are chiefly of the do me (lie kind, furnifhing^ the inhabi- 
tants with coarfe woollens and linens fof the greater part 

' ' of tlieir neceflary clotliing. The fbeep in Vermont ar^ 
good, arid flax is raifed to great advantage. Iron is 
found to be abilndant in the ftate, and large quantities, 
are manufadured into nails. Many furnaces and forgeSs 
are eftabliflied in the 's^eftem.counties:.' The burning of 
wood, in clearing new lands, fupplies vaft cjuantities of 
aflies, for the manufadlure of pot and pearl aihes. Map*e 
fbgaris made in large quantities.. 

246. Stale of Learning, l^^^TvCix^Z receives from the 
people of Vermont all the encouragement that can be 
expeacd from an agricultural people in a new fettlement. 
Schoolbfor common education are ^VasiXa*^ v^ ^-^^v^^"?^^ 

12 . 
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efthe ftate ; and two colleges are eftablifhedy one at 
Middlebury, the other at Burlington, in which are taught 
clafCcal learning, and the higher branches of mathemat^ 
ics, philofophy, and otlier fciences. 

24?6. State of Religion* In the grants of to wnfliips bj 
the legiflature of Vernaont, two righu of land have been 
referved for ;fhe fupport of the clergy— ^ne for a per- 
petual parfjnage — another for the firil fettled minifter ia' 
the town, of whatever denomination. In many of the 
oldeft towns, there are fettled minifters ; in others, occa^ 
fional preaching by delegates from focieties of the clergy 
in the other ftates. The inhabitants are chiefly of tht 
congregational perfuafion, or baptifts : but perfeQ fiee^ 
dom in religion is recognized by the conftitution ; and in 
ihis, as in other ftates, are found people of almofl everj 
denomination. 

247. Government of P^ermont. The conflitution oif 
Vermont, originally formed in 1778, revifed in 1786,, 
and again 1792, lodges the legiflative power, in a houfe 
•f reprefentatives, confifting of a deputy from each town, 
chofen annually, on the firft Tuefday of September, and. 
ftiled, the General jljfembly*' The annual meeting of the: 
legiflature is on the fecond Thurfday of Odtober. 

248. ExeStive Power. The power of adminiftering 
the laws is vefted in a governor, or in his abience, a 
lieutenant governor, and a council of twelve men,chofen. 
annually by the freemen ; or if no perfon has a majority 
of votes, the governor ischofea by the council and gene* 
ral aflembly. No property is neceifary to qualify a man. 
for any legiflative qr executive office. 

249. Freemen. , Every man offuHage,an4 of^jme^ 
behavior, after a years refidence intheftate, is entitled to 
bo' a freeman, and to vote for public officers, but two 
years refidence is requifite to qualify a man for the OfficQ 
©f governor, lieutenant governor, treafurer, coijncillor or 
jeprefentative» , . 

250. Mode of enaSling Lawu All bills which origin 
»ai€ in the afembly, are to be laid, befoie the governor 
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foun^l, 2^nd if approved become laws^-but if the go- 
vernor and council propofe amendments, as they may^ 
tnd the amendments are not agreed to by the aflembly, 
^he governor and coun<:il may fufpend the paffing of th» 
bills, until the neu feflioo. if a» bill is uot rewned ir 
fiv^days, it becomes a law. 

25X» yippointments and Courts* Judges of th^feveraj 
courts, (heriiFs, juftices of the peace, aM general officers,, 
are appointed by the general aflembly, in conjundtiow 
with the governor and council j but officers are com-^ . 
xnrffioned by the governor. The, fupreme court confiftt 
of three judges, and is held in each county. Each coun- 
ty has aJfo a court, confifting of three judges. Juftices 
of the peace have power to try civil actions, wheie th« 
demand does not exceed thirteen dollars and a third— ^ 
^nd criminal gdtions, where the fine or forfeiture does 
not e&ceed fix. dollars and. two thirds. They can alfo* 
punifh with ftripes not exceeding ten. 

252. r^ixation and Expenfes» The property of the in- 
habitants is valued, agreeable to certain rules eftablifhed^ 
by law J and on that property is apportioned every pub-^ 
lie tax. The expenfes of government in Vermont amount 
to about ten thpufand dollars a year j and the ftate is. 
not incumbered with debt. 

2B3. Miiitia.. The military force of Vermont coniift* 
of every able; bodied man from fixteen years old to forty- 
five ; excepting perfons exempted on account of their 
employrhents.. In 1792, there were twenty regiments 
of infantry, divided into four divifions, eight brigades* 
fifteen companies of cavalry, and fix of artillery, com^ 
pofing a body of eighteen thoufand and five hundred 
i»en,. ^ 

Maike in Massac husxtts. 

'. ^ ' ■ 

254f. Dt'oiftons of Majachufeils. The ftate of Mafia-, 
fthufettsis feparated into two divifions, by means of New 
Hampfliiie. That part which lies north and eaft of New- 
Hampfiiireis called the diftri^^ oi/^-JAXsfc^-aSN.^^ort^^^ 
l^ortb-eaiiera ej^tremity of t\ift\5vi\\ft^ ^v*X$!v. 
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^55. Situation and Bounds of Maine, "Maine licfs be-- 
tween the forty-third and forty-eighth degrees of north 
latitude ; and between tlie fixty-fifth and feventy-firfl: 
degrees of well longitude. On the Weft, Maine has for a. 
boundary, the Pafcataway and New-Hampthire, on the- 
north, Canada j on the eaft, the river Scooduc and Nieir- 
Brunfwic; and on the fouth, the Atlantic. 

'iSS. Extent. The length of Maine on the fea coatt. 
is two hundred and forty miles : and its bredth, on an 
average, is one hundred and thirty. This extent of fur- 
fece gives thirty-one thoufand and two hundred fquare 
miles, and almoft twenty niillions of acres. What' por- 
tion is covered with water is not yet known, 

257. Face of the Country,- Maine is generally hilly,, 
Vut not naountainoas. The land near the fea coaft iV 
ftony and barren ; but the interior land produces good 
crops of wheat, rye, barley, oats, maii:, hemp, flax, and 
cfculent roots. On the weft is a mountain called Aga- 
mcnticus, within a few miles of th^ fea j a ufeful land- 
mark for feamen. On the north a range of liiouiitains- 
divides this diftri^l from Canada. 

258. Rivers and Lakes. Maine is weH watered with 
large and fmall ftreams, ' the chief of which are Saco, 
Kennebec, Penobfcot, Androfcoggin, and Scooduc ; all 
which furnifh navigable and boatable watfer into the inte- 
rior of the country. The chief lakes are Moofehead,. 
Sabacook or Sebago, Scooduc and Umbagog. 

259. Bnys and Iflands. No part of the American 
coaft is more indented with bays and inlets, than the- 

^coaft of Maine. The principal of thefe are Cafco, Pe- 
maquid, Penobfcot, PafTamaquoddy, and Machias. Nu- 
merous iflands are fcattered along the coaft, at a fmall 
diftance from the land, protecting the harbors from the 
violence of the waves, and rendering navigation fafe.^ 

260. Countiesy Toivns^ and Population. The counties: 
in Maine are fix— on the weft adjoining to Pafcataway^ 
lies York — ^next to which are Cumberland and Kennebec 
—then Lincoln-— eaft of. which is Haivvcock^ and laft of. 
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allWaflMngton. Thcfe are divided into two hundred 
and twenty townfliips. The inhabitants of the diftri^ in 
3750, were lefs than ten thousand— in 1790, they were 
ainety^fix thoufand ; and in I8OQ1 almoft one hundred 
and fifty'-two thoufand. 

261. Chief Towns. York, a coniiderable town, nine 
miles from Poptfmouth, is fituated on a river of the fame 
name, has a good harborj. a,nd contained, by the cenfus of 
the year 1800, two thoufand eight hundred inhabitants. ^ 

^ Portland, on Cafco-Bay, fifty-five miles from Portfmouth, 
was built on the ruins of Falmouth, which was burnt by 
theBritifh inl775. It is a place of coniiderable trade, 
has a ban kj and contained in fSOO^ three thoufand fevea , 
hundred inhabitants. There are many other confiderable 
towns, a& Wellsy Pownalborough, Biddeford, Wifcaflet 
and others.. 

262. Trade, The principal article of export is lum- 
ber. Vaft quantities of pine boards, (hingles, joifts, mafts, 
fpars, and the like, are tranfported to the neighboring 
ftates, and to Europe and the Wed- Indies. .Pine, Hem- 
lock, fpruce, beech and maple abound in the country ; 
and from that diftrid Bofton is chiefly fupplied with 
wood. Fifli alfo is a coniiderable article of export. 

263. Agriculture. The firilfettlements in Maine were 
«n the rivers find bays, aloQg the fea fhofe» wheie the 
land is barren; and the inhabitants, finding a ttade in 
lumber the moft profitable bufmefs, neglected the culti- 
vation of the earth, and exchanged their lumber for grain^ 
which they impoited from the middle and fouthein ftates* 
But the lumber trade being fufpended by the revolutionary 
war, the inhabitants betook themfelves to agriculture, and 
pufhing their fettlements to die interior of the diftri<!t, 
found the land capsible of fupplying them with provifions. 

264. ManufaSures and Ftjher'tes. The manufadures 
are confined ^loftly to a few coarfe cloths. The fifti- 
eries are profecuted with eafe apd fuccefs. -TKe. -iJ^xiJCv^ 
ance of cod, fhdd and faVmotv,\tvx}!^'t\>^^ -iXw^vc^^^-^^^^ 
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the nearnefs of that diftrid to the grand bank^ render ^ 
fifheries a confiderable aod profitable bufinefs. 

*265, State of Learning and Religion. The laws of Maf- 
iachufetts dire<5l that a fchool fhali be kept in each town, 
and lands are retained, as public lots, for the fnpport-of 
fchools and the gofpel miniflry. Thefe beneficial inftitu- 
tions are enjoyed in the old iettlements ; but a great patt 
of tbediftridb) being lately fe^ed, is not well fuppUed 
with fchools. Lately a college hfts been edabltfhed at 
JBrunfwick. 

Massachusetts. 

1t66. Situation qjf Majachu/etlf. That part of Maffa- 
chufetts which lies fouth of New-Hampfhire, extendi 
from the latitude of forty-one degrees thirteen minutes^ 
to forty-three degrees fifcy-two minutes north ; and from 
feventy to feventy-three degrees thirty-eight minutes, weft 
longitude. 

5J67. Name and Bounds* MafTachufetts is the name' 
given to the bay between Cape Cod and Cape Ann, by 
the Indian natives, a tribe of whom was called by the^ 
lame name. The ft ate has the Atlantic ocean on the 
eaft, New^Hamp(hire and Vernwnt on the north, New- 
York on the weft, and Connecticut, Rhode-Ifland, and 
the fea on the fouth.. 

2G8. Extent. The general length of the ft:ate, ewft aiad' 
W€ft, from the Atlantic to the NewYork lin^^y is about 
one hundred and twenty miles ; but from the eaftern 
point of Cape Cod^ it is one hundred and ninety miles. 
The general bredth from north to fouth, is fifty miles j but 
lit the eaft end^of the ftate, about double that diftance.— - 
This part of the f^ate contains ab^ut five niillions of acres 

269^ Counties, Towns, and Popitlahon. MafTachufettSr 
excluAvfr of Maine, contains twelve counties, .which are 
divided into two hundred and feventy-nine tovvnfhips, of 
a convenient extent. The inhabitants in 1790, am~ount- 
ed nearly co three hundred and eighty thoufUnd — in 1800i 
0A^ number bad increafed to tour Yiuud.\^4 ?kx^^xw^"^x^- 
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SVe tboufand— and -. the whole number of the ftate, in- 
cluding Maine, is five hundred and feventy-ffve thoufand. 
.'2704 Chief Towns. Bojon* The metropohs of Maf- 
fachufetts is Bofton, fo called after a town of the fame 
name in England. It is (ituated on a peninfula, which 
was called by the Indians Shawmut, which is a mile and 
three quarters in length, and from one quarter of a 
mile to a mile in bredth. The neck, connedting it witk 
the land in Roxbury, is a mile in length. • 

271. Hoitfes and Inhahilants^, The houfes in Bofton 
amount to two thoufand and ^"^^ hundred. They are 
•chiefly of wood, but many of them of brick, and gene- 
rally three ftories high. Irithefouth and weft part of 
the town, many of them have neat and elegant gardens 
attached to them. The inhabitants in 1791, were eighteen 
thoufand— in 1800, they were neaily twenty-five thou- 
fand. 

27^. Stre^tr. There are in Bofton, ninety-fevcn 
ftreets, thirty-fix lanes, twenty-fix alleys, and a fey/ court* 
aifid fquares. The (Ireets are moflly narrow or wln-ilng ; 
a few of them' are broad and ftrait. They are paved vvitli 
beach ftone, which are large and fubjed to be forced out 
of iheir places by the wheels of loaded carts ; for which 
reafbn, the pavements are ufually. broken and uneven. 
" 27.^. State-Hovje. The ftate-houfe on Beacon Hill 
k a very large and elegant building, finiflied with great 
tafte. The dome is one hundred feet- in diameter ; it 
/erves as a land-mark to mariners, and on the top is a 
very ex ten five, and thericheft profpe^ imaginable. The 
harbor audits iflands, the town of Bofton, and efpecially 
. the neighboring towns, and villages, fpread along the 
. (bore around the bay and the rivers, in the form of an 
amphitheater, adorned - withfpires, churches, colleges and 
private dwellings, with the verdure of luxuriant farms and 
gardens, prefent an animating view of the induftry, eai« 
and affluence of the inhabitants. , - _ 

274. Fanuetl HalL On maYVeX. Ai^jv^ax^ ^-axv^^ -^^W^ 
Hali, hmh by a gentlematv of t\ia.x.Tvxm^. ^Vv^v% -^^ 
miding; the firft flocjr Isocci^?^^^^'^ ^^ib^w».>^ ^ 
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the iecond flooi conuins a large hall for town meetmgi^ 
and other public purpofes, and a room for the feledmen. 

275. Alms'Houfey ^c. The new alms-h'oufe ftandi 
near the water, in the north-weft part of the town. It 
contains fiKty rooms of forty feet fqiiare; is built of brick, 
mnd is a handfome ^building. The old ftate-houfe in 
State-ftreetisalarge building ^ and is occupied with o&ces. 

276. Churches. The buildings for religious focieties 
are nineteen— nine for congrogationalifts — three for epit 
topalians— two for bapttfts ; and the others for focieties 
of diflPerent perfuafions. Many of thefe churches are 
large and elegant buildings. 

277. Theater and other PuhHc Buildings. The theatet 
in Federal-ftreet, is a large, handfome building of biicJu 
The other public, buildings are, a coUrt-houfe, the pro^ 
▼ince-houfe for the governor, a ftone jail, a bridewelli 
and work-houfe, a powder-houfe, and concert-hall. 

278. Market. No part of America can boaft of more 
•xcellent markets than Bofton. Flefh, fiih, poultry, and 
Tegetables are in the greateft abundance. But flour is 
imported froin New* York, Philadelphia or Baltimore* 
Wood, the chief fuel, is brought from Penobfcot, Kenne- 
bec, or other ports in Maine. 

279. Wharves and Keys. There are eighty wharves 
and keys for loading and unloading fhips. The long 
wharf is feventeen hundred and forty-three feet in lengths 
On the north fide, is a range of ftores ; and near the 
middle, a convenient key, with a well of f re (h watet for 
fupplying the (hipping. 

280. Bridges* Three magnificent toll bridges eon* 
%e&.' Bofton with the towns on the main land, -Charles 
tfiver bridge, built in 1785 and B, is fifteen hundred feet 
in length and forty-three^ in bredth. It ftands on feventy- 
five piers, and has a foot walk on each fide., Weft-Boilon 
bridge, eredted in 1792 and 3, ftands on one hundred and 
<^hty piersy is three thou&nd four hundred and eight/ 
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.ffeet m length, and forty in width. At the weft end is a 
^rofs-way over a marlh, nearly as long as the bridge. 
Another bridge conne(^s Bofton with Dorchefter point, 
now South Bofton. - 

28 i* Column, On the top of beacon hill, in the rear 
of the ftare-houfe, ftands a cMumn of the doric order, 
built of brick and ftone, and fixty feet high. It is in- 
crufted with a cement ; on the top is the figure of an 
eagle in wood fupporting the American arms. On this 
column are infcribed the dates of fonie of the principal | 
events of the revolution. * 

282. Franklin Place, This is a range of {landfome 
brick buildings in the form of a crefcent. The open 
fpace in front is one huadred feet wide in the center, and 
fifty at the ends, with a gtafs plat in the middle, orna- 
mented with trees and enclofetl with rails. 

28^3. The Mall and Common. The mall is a public 
walk, dTv the fouth-weft fide of the to Vn in front of the 
(la te-houfe fourteen hundred feet long, ajid bordered with 
irows of trees. On the weft, this walk is open to the 
common, which is a pa fture belonging to the town. The 
be'auty of the fcenery there difplayed, the fhade of the 
trees, and cool wefterly breeze^ render the walk very 
inviting in fultry weather, 

284. .Sufferings of Bojlon hy Fire. No town has 
been more frecjuently damaged by fire than Bofton. Be- 
fides many fires of lefs note, the fire of 1679 deftroyed 
one hundred and fifty, buildings, and feveral veiTels. In - 
171 1, all the houfes in Cornbill, with many in State 
ftreet were deftroyed. The conflagration in 1760 was 
ftillmore dreadful, confuming three hundred and fifty 
houfes and ftores. In 1787, one hundred buildings were 
laid. in ruins, and in 1794, nitiety-fix. , In, the period of 
one hundred and fifteen years, the buildings burnt a- 
xnounted to almoft otie thoufand. 

28.5i Societies in Boflon, Thefe are in Bofton nine 
fotieties inftitUted f6r chantable purFofes— one for the 
J>romotion of the arts and fciences-^one for hiftoiical re- 
fearches-^one foragricukiXie— oti^ fo\ y^^'^'^^^v^ "^52^ 
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golbeU on die frontiers— befldes a medical fociety} tib^ 
Cincinnati} fire clubs and fome others* 

2^6* Bankt and Injurance Companies, la Bofton, are 
four banks, the MaiFachufetts Bank, inftituted in 1784 ; 
the Union Bank, incorporated in 1762; a branch oft^ 
Bank of the United States ; and Boilon Bank inih'tuted 
m 1802. There are three incorporated companies for 
infuring property againU loffes at fea and by fire. 

287» ManufaSures. The chief manafadturcs of the 
town are» thofe of loaf fugar^ chocolatCy candles, feap» 
xum» cordage, calico printing, (Gained paper, (lone ware,^ 
bats, combs, books, twine, wool' cards, furniture and 
utenfils of various kinds. There weie formerly thirty 
diftilleiies of rum in the town. 

*288. Settlement. Bofton was firft fettled by the Eng- 
lifh in 1630. A large body of adventurers, under gov- 
ernor Winthrop, arrived at Salem in June 1630* Some 
of thefe people began a/ plantation at Water town, other* 
fat down at Charleftown ; but not liking tbe fituatlon; 
they crolfed the river, and began a town on the peninfula, 
in November of that year. Among thefe were govern- 
or Winthrop, deputy governor Dudley, and Mr. Wilfout 
their mini Iter. 

289, Sa/em. Thirteen miles north-eafterly from Bof- 
ton, lies Salem, th6 town of the fecond eonfideration in the 
ftate. It is fuu rted on a point of land, formed by sl 
river on the north, and a fmall bay on the fouth. It con- 
tained in 1800,. nine thoufand four hundred and fixty in- 
habitants, who are remarkable for their induftry, and 
commercial enterprife,^ and among the richeft in the ftate. 
This is a feat of the courts in die county of Efleij it bait 
ma»\y elegant public and private buildings,.and two banks* 
A bridge of fifteen hundred feet long, conneifts this town 
with Beverly. The Indian name ^f the place and river 
Was Naumkeag, or Nahurakeak- It was fettled in 1^28 
by a party of adventurers under governor En4icott<, 

290. Newhryport. Newburyportj the third town in 
Maflachufetts in. commercial confequence, lies oa the ioutli^ 
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l!d(e of tbe Merrimac, about fliree miles from the iea, and 
Ibrty miles from Boftotn. This is alfo a feat of the courts 
ki Effex county, and containedin 1800, fix thoufand in* 
habitants, who are eminent for their commercial fpirit. 
This town is diflingutftied for Ihip building, and a re- 
ifiarkable manufactory of nails, ft has a bank, and many 
-public fchools. Adjoining to^ it is Newbury, a large 
town which is conne<fted with Saliibury, by a very curious 
bridge over the Mertimac^ of one thoufand and thirty 
feet in length. 

291. Other conjiderabh Totunsn To the fouthward of 
Bofton is Plymouth, forty miles didant, the {hire town of 
the county of that name, and the oldeft town in New- 
England. The inhabitants have placed in the center of 
tlie town, the rock on which our anceftors firft difembark- 
edin 1620. About thirty-fix miles nearly fouth of Bofton 
is Taunton, a pleafant town, the feat of the courts in 
Briftol county, on a fmall navigable river. Sixty miles 
fouth of Bofton is New -Bedford, a thriving town, on 
Acufhnfct river and bay., This, town ^as grown out of 
the profits of the whale fiftiery, and has a bank. 

292'.- Towns in the IV^Jlern Parts, Worcefter, the (hir« 
town of Uie large county of the fame name, is a hand- 
iom^ town, forty-eight miles weft of Bofton, fituatediri a- 
valley, and has a bank. On the Connedicut ftand feveral 
handfome towns among which are Springfield and North- 
ampton, the feats of the courts in Hampfhire county» 
ftinety-feven miles weft of Bofton. In Berkfbire county, 
and contiguous to the ftate of New-York, are feveral nea^ 
aud thriving towns, as Stockbridge, Pittsfield, Williamf- 
town, and the fbire towns Great- Barrington and Lenox, 
in Northampton is a bank, and at Springfield, Hatfield 
and Greenfield there are biidges over the Connefticiiit, 

29S. Rivers. The Connefticut runs through M^ifa- 
chufetts, in the county of Hampfhire ; watering great 
tra^s of excellent meadow. The Merrimac runs through 
the north-eaft comer of the ftate, and forms a good har- 
bor at Newburyport, tho of difficult entrance. Cbax^^ 
river is boatablefrom Bofton to ^aX«tVo^t.,^^^SNixd^S!^^^ 
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good meadow aiKl many mill feats> between that tOTm:- 
and its fburce, which is a pond on the- borders of Hoj^' 
kington. Below Charleilown ie unites with the Mifttc» 
and forms a bay north of Bofton^ The Miftic is nayiga- 
ble to Medford, about four mile& 

294. Rivers in the Wejlem Counties^ From {oitM 
ponds in Worcefter county, fprings the Chickopy,aTapid 
ftream which winds through the hilly country, in a wefter- 
ly diredlion, and falls into the Connciflicut in- Springfield. 
—Miller's river proceeding from ponds m Rindge and 
other towns, falls into the ConneAicut between Northfield 
and Montague, Dcerfield river, rifes in Bennington coun- 
ty, in Vermont, and unites with the Connedicut between 
Deerfield and Greenfield. The Agawom rifes in Berk- 
fhire county and falls into theConnedticut, in Wefl-Sprin^ 
field. The Houfatonuc has it fqurces in Berklhire coun- 
ty, and waters Stockbridge, Barrington and Sheffield, then 
penetrating Connedlicut, falls into the found at Stratford* 

295. Mountains. In this part of Maflachufetts there 
are no very lofty mountains. The principal are on the 
ridge between die Connefticut and the Hudfon» in the; 
county of Berkfhire which is a continuation of the green 
mountains in Vermont. The hills in Worcefter and 
Hamplhire counties are a continuatioji of the moiuitains 
between the Connefti cut and the Merrimac. 

296. Bays, The great bay of Maflachufetts is inclu- 
de J between Cape Ann on the nortii, and -Cape Cod on ^ 
the fouth. Within this, are many fmaller bays, which 
furnifli fafe and navigable water for many well peopled 
towns. On the fouth fide of this bay, Barnftable bay 
penetrates into the peninfula of Cape Cod, and approaches 
v/ithin five .miles of Buzzard's Bay, on the fouth fide of 
the Peninfula. 

297. IJlands in the Bay, The bay . of Maflachufetts 
contains forty eight Iflands, many of which are fmall 
barren rocks. Fifteen of them are of confiderable fize. 

! and valuable. On one cf them about two miles from 
Bodon ftands Fortladepetvdeuce, formerly Caftle WilliaBai 
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% ftrong fort, near the flup channel, capable of annoying 
an enemy. In tliecaflle, is a prifon for the conHnemcnt 
©fconvidls, condemned to labor. 

298. Cape C4>d» The peninfula, called Cape Cod, ex- 
tends in the form of an elbow, from the main land at 
^Sandwich, and is fixty-fiye miles in length. Its bredth 
varies from nine to tlu-ee miles. It has MafFachufetts bay 
en the north and Buzzards bay on the fouth. A canal 
through the peninfula^ in the town of Barnftable, has been 
contemplated. This pen?Afula is divided into eleven 
townfliipsj arid forms the county of Barnftable, contain- 
ing nineteen thopfand inhabitants.- 

299. Elt%aheth IJlands^ On the fouth-eaft of Buz- 
zards bay, is extended from north-eaft to fouth-weft, a 
range of fixteen fmall iflands called Elizabeth iilands, the 
chief of which, are Nauflian, Nafliawena, Nenimiffet, 
Pafquy, Pinequefe, and Cattahunk. The latter iflaiid is 
on the fouth- weftern extremity, and is the fpot on which 
Gofnold attempted a fettlemeht in 1^02. Thefe iflands 
are remarkably fertile ; and thefe, with Martha's Vine- 
yard and the neighboring fmall ifles, conftitute Dukes 
county, containing three thoufand one hundred inhabitancf. 

300- Martha^ s Vineyard, This ifland has been fome- 
^rm% called Martin's Vineyard, from Martin Pring, one 
of its early vifitors. The Indian name was €apa*wocL 
It lies about feven miles fouth-ea ft of Elizabeth ifles ; is 
twenty-one miles long, and fix broad — the land fertile 
and well inhabited. The name Martha's Vineyard was 
originally given by Gofnold to a fmall ifland fouth of the 
prefent Martha's Vineyard, now called Noman's land, as 
it was uninhabited ; the name was afterwards transferred 
totheiaiger ifland, Both of them abounded with vines. 

301. Nantucket. A few leagues ea ft ward of Martha's 
Vineyard, and fouth of Cape Cod,liea Nantucket, an ifland 
of fifteen miles in length, and from, four to eleven in 
bredth. Its foil is moftly fand, but in fome parts rich 
loam. It is a county and contains Eve tKo\\.^'aR^^\vi^\ssv2w- 
dred mhabitants, The tie\^boi\Tv^ fcv. •a^'3>2k^^^ N$^>i:s:v 

K ^ 
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valuable fifli of various kmds^ and the mhabitants baire^ 
been remarkable for their enterprize in the , whale fiiherj.. 
On this Ifland is a bank with a fmall caphal. 

302. Manufaaurfs. Befides domeftic manufactures 
of coarfe cloths, duck has been made in large quantities 
in Bofton and Northampton. By means of very fi^n- 
ious maclaiaery, of Ameiican invention, vrool cards are 
made for exportation in great numbers. The man** 
fad lire of women's (hoes, at Lynn is diftinguiihed ; as 
well as thofe of nails, nail rods, bar and fheet kon, fpades 
and (hovels at Taunton and Bridgewater. To thefe may 
be added the manufadure of pot and pearl a(hes« fpc^rmaceti 
and tallow candles, chocolate, hooks and lines for the 
fifheries, paper hangings, fnuff, paper and many other 
articles. 

<$03.. Canals for Lock Navigation. . A canal is cut to 
carry boatable water round the rapids in the ConneAlcut. 
at Montague called Miller's fall. A like canal is in ex- 
-ecution at Hadley, to carry boats by the rapids at that 
place. The Middlefex canal, connedling the waters of the 
Merimac with Miftic river, is twenty-three miles in length, 
and a work of waft utility and expenfe. ^ 

304. pyheriesn The greateft part of the fi(heries of 
the United States is carried on by the citizens of MafTi- 
chufetts. The whale fifhery is carried on by the people 
of Nantucket, New-Bedford and Cape-Cod — the cod* 
iifhery is purfued by the people of Marbiehead, Salem, 
Gloucefter, and the inhabitants of Maine. 

305. Commerce. The commerce of MalTachufetts ei*^ 
tends to all the world. Ship building is a material arti- 
cle of bu^nefs, and no (late owns fo much tunnagc as 
MaflTachufetts. The chief exports a^;e dry fi(h, oil, lum- 
ber, pot and pearl alhes, flax-feed, fars, pickled fi(h of va- 
rious forts, beef, pork, grain, cheefe, loaf fugar, candles, 
I'oap, cards, (hoe^^ cordage and other naval ftores. In 
the year 1800, the value of the exports rofe above the " 
fumof eleven millions of dollars, ' 
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« 306. State of Learning. In MafTachufetts the prin- 
cipal inftitutions for fcience are the Univerfity of Cam- 
bridge, and the college at Wiiliamftown. The univer-- 
fity of Cambridge was founded in 1638 — it is well en- 
dowed — isfurnifhed with profefTors of thefeveral fciences. 
-r-a large library and apparatus — and contains ufually 
from one hundred and forty to two hundred ftudents. 
Williams college, in William ftown, founded in 1793, is in 
a thriving- ftate. Academies are eftablifhed in various 
parts of the ftate, iv^ which are taught the liberal fciences . 
a$ well as tlie languages.. The laws of the ftate lequire 
a fchool to be kept in ^very town having fifty houfe- 
holders, and a grammar fchool in every town having two 
hundred families- And altho the laws are not rigidly 
obeyed, ftrll mod of the children in the ftate have accefs 
to a fchool.. 

3(J7. Conjl'ttution* ^ By the conftitution of Maftachu- 
fetts,. the legidative power is vefted in a fenate and houfe 
of reprefentatives,' denominated the General Court, ywhoCe 
annual felBon is held at BqHou, on the laft Wednefday in 
May. 

308. Senate, The fenate confifts of forty perfons, . 
chofen annually in diftridls formed by the legiflature* In 
cafe a fufficient number of perfons have not a majority 
of votes, the eledion is made by tlie two houfes of the 
general court. In the fame manner are vacancies fup- 
plied. The qualifications of a fenator are, a freehold. ^ 
eftateof the value of one thoufand dollars ; or perfonal 
eftate.to the value of t^o thoufund dollars — five years in- 
habitancy in the ftate, and inhabitancy in the diftri(5t at the • 
time of, his eled^on: 

309. Houfe of Reprefentattves, Each town in the 
ftate containing one hundred and fifty rateable polls, 
fleds one reprefentative, and for every two hundred and 
twenty-five <idditional polls, an additional i eprefentative. 
The eletflion is annually in Ma y^ and for one year. Tkv 
qualifications of a repieicntative arey one ye^ir'^ v^^>x- 
aiiicy in the town, and a fieeVvoVd qI xJc^r ^'d^-^^ ^^'^isc^^^ 
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hundred and thirty-three dollars^ and one third » or any 
rateable eftate to double that amount. 

310. Execuitve. The power of executing the laws, \s 
lodged in a governor, who is chofen annually on the firH 
Monday in April. His qualiBcations are feven years in- 
habitancy in the ftate, a freehold of the value oi thr^e 
thoufand, three hundred, thirty-three dollars and a thirds 
and profeffion of the Chriftian religion. If no perfon 
has a majority of votes, the houie of reprelentatives by 
ballot eledt two out of the four perfons having the mo^ 
votes, and one of the two is by ballot ele<fte<i by the fen* 
ate to be governor. 

111. Lieutenanl Governor, A lieutenant-governor ir 
eledted on the fame day as the governor, and his quaUfi^ 
cations muft be the fame* In cafe no choice is made by 
the citizens, the election is made by the two hou/es, as 
in cafe of the governor. The lieutenant governor {\y^ 
plies the place of governor when vacant hj death, ox. 
abfence, and is a member of the council. 

SI 2. CounelL To advife the governor in the execu- 
tive partof government, a council is inftituted, confifting. 
of nine perfons, beiides the lieutenant-governor. Thefe 
are chofen annually by the joint ballot of both houfes cf 
the general court, from among the perfons returned for 
councillors and fenators, or in cafe the number cannot be 
completed from among them, the election is made fiom 
the people at large ; but not more than two can be chofen 
from one diftriift. 

313; Officers of Government and JfuJlctary, The fe- 
cretary, treafurer, and notaries public, are chofen by the 
joint ballot of, the two houfes. The judges of courtsi 
juftices of the peace, attorney -general, fheriffs, coroners, 
and regifters of probate are nominated by the governor 
and appointed by and with the advice and conient of 
the council. Judicial officer hold their j^aces during 
Vgood behavior, except juftices of the peace, who remain 
in office feven* years only under on^ commiffion, bu* may 
, he re-appointed* 
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S14f. Militia* The militia of the ftate confifts of all . 
able bodied men between fixteen and forty years oC^ge* 
befides the alarm .lift, compofed of men-between forty and 
fixty. Thefe are organiised into ten divifions, twenty- 
two brigades^ and eighty-three regiments ; befides forty- 
eight troops of horfe and thirty-fix companies of artille- 
ry* — compofing a body of about fixty thouCani men.- 

315. Military OJicers. Captains and fubalteriis are 
chofen by the foldiers of the company — regimental field: 
officers are chofen by the captains and fubolterns of the re- 
giment-— brigadiers, by the field officers of the brigade— - • 
major-generals are appointed by the general court, and 
comraiffioned by th€^ governor. 

316. Religim of the StaU, The congregationalifts «re 
the mofl numerous denomin^ion of Chridians :but there* 
are many churches oi other perfuafions. All denomina- 
tions are pr6te(5led • by la w,^. and the eilablifhment of any 
one in particular is forbid by the conflitution ; but it is . 
made the duty of the legiflature, to require the people to • 
jmake provifion for the inftitution of public worfl^ip. 

Rhode-Island.. 

31 7. Situation of Rhode-IJland. The ftate of Rhod^- 
Ifland is fituated in the forty-fecond degree of latitude, . 
and the feventy-firft degree of weft- longitude. It is en- 
clofed between Maffachufetts on the eaft and north, and • 
Connedicut on die weft, with the Atlantic on the fouth, . 

318. ExtenP, This ftate is about forty -five miles in 
length and thirty in bredth, on an average ; contaLVmg 
about thirteen hundred and fifty fquare miles. This 
area contains eight hundred and fixty-four thoufand acres ; 
but a large portion of it is covered with water. 

:319.- Face of the State, Rhode- Ifland contains no 
. mountains ; but the northern and weftern parts are^hillyr 
and ftony. The ftate is penetrated by .tlie river jr bay, 
called ^arraganfet, which is thirty miles in length em-- 
- boforaing a number of ifiands, and extending fafe na.vv|2i>r 
tion for ferge fhips to ErovidetiCB. . 
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120l Rivers, In addition to the Narraganftt^ thur' 
fta *«; enjoys the benefit of the Patucket, which furniOie)' 
an excellent feat foT mills, four miles north-eaft of Pro- 
vidence, and faUs into the Nan aganfet, a little bdow 
die town. The river which enters the Narraganiet at 
Providence, is called jProvidence river, and is foiine<jy^7 , 
feveral fmall branches. A more cottfiderable ri^,- 
called Pawtuxet, formed by feveral dreams in the weftcru 
part of the (late, unites with the Narraganiet, about four 
miles below Providence. 

921. IJlands. On the eaft fide of the NarraganTet 
lies Rhode-Ifland, which gives name to the ftate. It 
extends about fourteen miles in length from fouth-weft to 
north-eaft, and is three miles in bredth. Weft of this,r 
lies Conannicut, a narrow ifland of feven miles in length. 
To the north lies Prudence, of lefs magnitude. Th^e 
ate the largeft iflands, and they are all fertile. To the 
fouth-weft of thefe and in the open fea, is Block-ldandy 
about ten miles long and four broad — diftant from N«w- 
port twenty-one miles. 

322. Climate and Soil, Rhode-Ifland has a climate 
as temperate and healthful^ as any part of New-England f , 
altho the fea coaft is, in the fpring, fubje^ to fogs. The 
north-weftern towns are ftony and barren, but the iflands, 
and the towns bordering on the bay and the fea, are 
unufually fertile, producing all the roots, fruits and 
grain, common to the climate. 

323. Counties and Towns. This ftate is divided into 
five counties — Newport on the fouth, Providence on the 
north, Wafhingtoh and Kent on the weft, and Briftol in 
the center, on the eaft of the bay. Thefe are fub divided 
into thirty t-ownftiips of a convenient fize. 

324. Population. The number of inhabitants in 173(V 
wa.<ia little fliort cf eighteen thoufand — of which fifteen . 
thoiAnd three hundred were whites. In 1785 they . 
amt^nted to aimoft fifty-two thoufand. In 17P0, the* 
number was nearly fixty-nine thoufand. In 1800, fixty*^ 
mne thoufand one hundred aad twenty* . [ 
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u Chief To^m. Pl^videncc, at the head of nsivigw 
\s the principal feat of commeree, and the (hire towm; 
county of that name. It contained \u 1790 fix thou» 
ind four hundred inhabitants — and in 1800, leven 
ind, fix hundred. It fiauds on both fides of Piovi- 
river conneded by a bridge of one hundred and 
'eet in length, ''xbe principal part of the town, and 
irft fettled, ftands on the declivity of a fteep hill, 
r the wefl. In this town are two banks and two 
in;e companies. 

5. Public BuMiftgs* The baptift church is a large 
=r, eighty feec Iquare, with a fleeple of unufual ele- 
. The new congregational church is ren*arkably 
It. The court-houle- i»,nd the college are handfome. 
', with feveral other public buildingb, and a number 
II elegant private manfions, ftamling on the hill, are 
itetlto uncommon advatitage, to a fpe^ator on the 
fide of the river. 

7. Newport* On the weft endof Rhode Ifland ftands 
)0rt, on a gentle deeJivity facing the weft. It con* 
i in 180Q fix thoufand feven hundred and forty in- 
ants. The court-houfe and the churches, with a 
>er of handfome pi iviite dwellings, fpread along the 
tion of the ground, are feen to great advantage fiom 
I arbor. The main ftreet in the town is a mile in 
b and ftrait but narrow. -The houles are moftly of 
* In this town is a blnk and infurance company. 

8. MahufaSurM, The people of this ftate make a 
proportion of coarse cloths for their own confump- 

and fome linens for exportation. Cieat quantities 
le-lime are madejn Providence couftty tor exporta- 
^ Some progrefs has' been made in the manufadure 
tons. ' Still more valuable are the manufa^ures of 
id fbeet iron, nail-rods, nails, hard-ware, anchors, * 
►n, fhoti and bells. The foundery at Scituate is dft 
i fhe J for the fabrication of the/e articles^ 
). Dairies. Biock-ifland, the Xo^iv^ otvx^^a ^s^r 
(hore znd {cm^ other patts, ^« cA&Xjrcax^^ ^^"^ "^^ 
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quantities and excellence of the cheefe made and exported. 
The iflands iurnilh rich pafturage for (heep, of which 
great nuaibers are raifed ; and for cattle, which are pu- 
meroiisand large. 

SfiO. Exports, The principal articles 6f export are^ 
beef, pork, horfes, cattle, lumber, flax-feed, filh, cjiee/e, 
butter, lime, barley, fpirits, with India goods of vatious 
kinds. The amount of exports in 1 SCO was one mlUiotv, 
three hundred and twenty-three thoufand dollars. 

331. Trade, Before the revolution, Newport carried 
On a great trade to Africa ; but this was fufpended by 
the revobitionary war, and has been prohibited by the 
laws of the United States. The trade of tlie ftate is prin- 
cipally with the Eaft and Weft-Indies ; but is not limited 
to any foreign country. The merchants of Providence 
carry on a great trade with the Eaft-Indt^s. 

332. State q/ Learning. . There is a college atProVv- 
dence, founded by the baptifts, containing forty-eight 
rooms for ftudents, and eight rooms for public ufes. It 
has a library of near three thoufand volumes — ^and aa 
apparatus for experiments in philofophy. it is fumilhed 
with a prelident and fuitable inftrudlors for the ftudents 
who are ufually about fixty in number. In the large 
towns, and in forap others, there are private fchools for 
teaching the common branches of learning. 

33'-*. Conjiitunon. By the charter granted to the col- 
ony of Rhode-Ifland, in 1663, which has been recognized 
by the ftate as the bafis of its government, the po^yers of 
legiflation are lodged in the General Aflembly, confifting 
of two branches, the houfe of affiftants in which the gcv 
vernor prefides, with a finglevote, and a houfe of repre- 
fentatives. 

334-, Affiftanfs. The affiftants are ten in number, and 

form the upper houfe or council. They are -chofen 

yearly by ^he freemen. The qualification of freemen, is 

poll^flion of a freehold of the value of one hundred and 

^thirty-three dollars and a third, or of an apni^al rent ot 

rAevaiue o£ fix dollars and xyio vViu^^, 
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"855.* Repnfenlatlws, The leprefentalives stre feven- 

Mj . in namW, ahd chofea by the freemen half yearly. 

Tlfe regular feffions of the'Gen'eral Aifembly, are on the 

fifd Wednefday in May, and the laft Wednefday in 0<flo- 

ben The afli^ants and reprefentatiyes mufl: be freemen. 

336. £xecut4*i}e. The chief executive power islodg- 

''ed In a governor, dr, ihhi^ ableace, tfi a deputy govembr. 

Thefe ofiicefs ^ chdfen by the ^frecmexi annually, and 

no quaiificl^tion is requifite, except that they are freem^n^ 

imd inhabtubts 6f*f6me c6rporate town. ^ 

SS7. Conttt and Oficers. A court of con^mbn pleas 
fits twice a year ip each (fouaty^^the fupreme court fits 
alfo twice a year in each county, with jurifdidion 6ver the 
whole ftate. Th^ judges and officers of the flate« are 
appointed annually by the General AlTeihbly. 

338. Thejate ef Rertglon. By the coiiftitution, aft 
Teligious feds are equally proteded^ and tipne has ^ny 
|>re-emhsence. Xontra^Sts with clergyman aie not bind» 
ing inlaw, talcsfs in a 'fbciety incorporated for the pttr-/ 
l^fe. The .t>rincipal denominations are baptifts) congre- 
^^tionaliitSy eptfcopalians, and qiiaikers. 

Conk ECTt CUT* 

^39. ^ame of CwkneQuut.r Conne^ictit is the Indiati 
^ame oftfae principal river thftt runs through the ftate, 
and fignifies the /oif^ Wv^r. The Dutch calkd this thfe 
';Fr£^rk;«r'-^and both names ate very exp^ffive of its re- 
markable charal^ers^ 

340. Buu0t(m^j ConneahuU The ftate of Connefii- 
cnt lies hi the foriy-fecond degree of latitude, and be*, 
tween ievcnty-one degrees, t^wenty Aiinntes and fe^eni)-^- 
tbree degrees, fifteen mjntttes of weft longitude, 

341. Bounds. On the fotith Conneaicut is wafiied 
by the-waters of the found, between Lorvg-Iflaiid a*id t^e 
main — the weftem limit is Byram river, and the bordipr 
of New-York-^the noithern boundary is the fouthemline, 
of ftiaflUchuf^tts, and the eafterirt, is the t*auGutuc» and 
theweftera bolder of Rhode- lflaud% 
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342. Extent. The eaftem line of Connedicut is about 
fortf^five miles in length ; the fouthern, about one hun- 
dred and ten — ^the weftem, about feventy-five — and the 
northern about feventy-two. It contains about four thou« 
fand and fix hundred fquare miles, or two milSoOi nine 
bundled and forty four thoufand acres. 

84», Face of the State, From the Connedicuty which 
runs through the center of the ftate, the land rifeson eadi 
fide, into hills, but no very large mountains are wlthia 
the limits of this ftate. The nod elevated land is a 
range of hills or fmall mountains, running north and 
fouth, through Litchfield county j being a continuation 
of the green mountains of Vermont. 

8i4'. Chief Rivers. Ip addition to the Connedicat 
and Houfatonuc,*. which have been defcribed, the AfoLe- 
gan river foi'ms the harbor of New- London, and h navi- 
gable fourteen miles to Norwich. This river is formed 
by a fmall ftreim, called Norwich river, and by the She- 
tucicet and Quinebaug, which unite three miles above 
Norwich. The Shetucket arifes in the northern part of 
the date, in Union $ and the Quinebaug, in Brimfield in 
MalTachufetts. Thefe ftreams are (hallow, on a ftony 
bottom and not boatable. 

345. The Tunxls or Wtndfor River. The Tunxis has 
lU foui-ces in Branford in Bferkfhire county. It enters 
Connecticut in Colebrook, and winding in a foutb-eafterly 
diredlion, through New-Hartford to Farmington, is there 
joined by the .Poquabuc, and turning northward, runs 
through Simfbury and enters the Conne^lcM in Wrndfor. 
Ic is not boatable, for any confideraUe diftance. 

,34«G. The Qtilmpaug and Naug^tuc. TbeQuinipang is 
a fmall : .ftieam running fouthward and entering the har- 
bor of New-Haven, one mile eaft of the ftate-houfe. It 
admits -fmall craft to North- Haven Bridge eight miles, 
and forms an cxtenfive fait marfh. The Naugatuc rifes 

•:* A'-brWr.c wasercdedjin i8o3,over the Houfatonuc on the main poft road* 
b^twpen M'Iford an4 Su-atford, of two humlred and thirty yaid« ifi leogth, but K 
Wd« fwrpcavvay in February 1807. 



♦. 



Elentents of Ufeful Knowledge* 1 23 



in Litjchfield county and unites with the Houfatonuc iii 
Derby, 

647. Thejhore oj CorineBlcut. The (hore of this ftate 
IS indented with numerous creeks and fmall bays, which 
form harbors for coafters, in every town upon the found* 
Eaft of the Conneflicut, the land is rocky, but every 
where containing a fertile foil. It is no where fteeg^ but 
rifes gradually into gentle hills, which prefent a rich prof- 
pedl from the found. 

34?8. Ponds > In Saliftury, on the weft border of the 
fiate, are two ponds which furnilh mill feats. One of 
them near the center of the town, is three miles in cir- 
cumference, fed by fprings, and furniihes a ftream for 
the uf^ of the celebrated furnace in that place. In Win- 
chelter are two ponds, one of them three miles in length, 
which fumifces a perpetual ftream for a forge and feveral 
mills. 

349. The dtvifion of the State. Conne<fticut is divided into 
eigh^t counties, and one hundred and fourteen townftiips. 
In the center of the ftate are the counties of Hartford, 

'New-Haven and Middlefex — on the weft, Fairfield and 
Litchfield^on the eaft New-London, Windham and Tol* 
land. 

350. Cities. In tlic year 1 784, five cities were ere^^t- 
cdin Connedicut, comprehending the moft populous and 

^commercial parts of the towns of Hartford, New-Haven, 
New-London, Norwich, and Middletown. Thefe corpora- 
tions are vefted with powers of government in local con- 
cerns. The mayor is chofen by the freemen, and holds his 
office, during the pleafure of theGeneral Court. The alder- 
men, common council, clerk and fheriffs are annually ele(5t- 
ed. The city courts have the powers of the county courts. 

351. Chief Towns. Hartford, on the weft bank of 
the Connefticut, forty miles from the fea, is a commercial, 
as well as agrrcultural town, and a feat of the govern- 
ment, where Is held the annual ele^ion of civil officers 
in May. The townftilp is fix miles In length, and five 
in bredth. It contains three congregational church.^^%<^'^'i 
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cptfcopal ; ^ne baptift ; and a fmall fociety of quakersi 
In 1790, the inhabitants were four thoufand and ninety — 
in 1800, fire thoufand thr4^ hundred and' fifty. It hasv 
a bank and an infurance company^. 

352. City of Hartford The incorporated part of 
Hartford is nearly a mile and a half in leng^th^ and a m\h 
in hredth. It is penetrated by a dream called Little or 
Mill river, which def€ends from the hills fix miles. Nveftof 
the city, and running for fomc miles oa a bottom of ck]^ 
is always dlfceloured. This (tream has worn a channel 
into the foft red ftone,. which forms a fubAratum undei 
the city ; over which channel is a bridge on the maifl- 
ilreet. This dream furniihes a number o£ mill feat^ 
within the city and town. 

353. Soil of Hertford. The weftern part of HsLtt^ 
ford has a ibil of red, gravelly earth very rich and ^lO' 
dudive. That part which is near the nvet is coveied 
with a drong clay or a rich black mold; The laliev \% 
principally in the meadows adjacent to thcf river. Th« 
cky when manured from the dable, yields crops of grafs, 
exceeding in quality and q,uantity» the prjodu^ion of any^ 
other foil. Six tons of the bed hay have been taken fiom 
an acre at tvo mowings in a feafon $ and five tons are 
not an unufual crop. 

351-. Hew-Havan. The town fhip of New- Haven, lies 
on the fea-ftiore, about feven miles from eaft to weft j 
. and extends inland from two to five mi\^^ On the eaft^ 
the limit of the town is the Quintpaog, which enters the 
bay, and forms the channel of the harbor.. New Haven 
is a feat of governn^nt, and of Yale College \. and a plac$ 
of confiderable commerce. la 1790^ the town contained 
nearly four thoufand^ five hundred inhabitants ;. In 1800^ 
five thoufand one hundred and fixty ; of wllich four 
thoufand and fifty were within the city. It contains three 
congregational churches and one epifcepal. 

355. C/Vy of Neiv'Haven. The city of New-Haven 
dands at the head of a bay which forms a harbor » four 
miles in length, and more than one mile in bredth. It 
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extends frQm the Qulnipaug to Weft River, about two 
miles, and from the entrance of the harbor to the north 
line of the townfliip more than five mfles. Its harbor 
' isfafe and fpacious ;. but theuicluinnel is narrow, and 
not deep. At the end of the wbtutf, which is two thou- 
fand, four hundred feet in length, the water is about fevea 
feet deep in common tides ; and the channel at the dif- 
tance of one fourth of a mile from the wharf, has no 
more than thirteen or fourteen feet, at high water. This- 
city has a bank, a marine infurance company, and an in* 
corporated fociety of mechanics: 

S56: Pirn and Public Buildings. The city of New- 
.Haven is laid out in fq-uares, on a plain ; to the north- 
weft and north-eaft of which are two fteep cliffij, at the 
termination of two ridges of hills, which have a romantic 
appearance,. In the center of the city, is a public fquaie 
of fixty rods extent. Through the center^ runs a line of 
public buildings, including the ftate-houfe, two churches 
and a fchool houfe, in front of which runs Temple-ftreet, 
bordered with trees.. Tatbe weft of this fquare, and 
€>verlooking it, arc the edifices of Yale College, confifting 
of three colleges, a chapel and a lyceum. The whole 
fquare, furrounded with handfome houfes, and planted 
with trees, prefents a delightful profpedt. 

357. New- London. New-London is fi tuated. on the 
weft fide of the river Mohegan, ahout three miles froni 
its entrance into the found. The harbor is one of the beft 
ill the United States ; it is fafe, fpacious, with deep water 
andaneafy entrance.. The city ftands on. high ground, 
and is healthful. It contains one epifcopal and one con- 
gregational church. From this port is carried on the 
principal trade of the eaftern part of the ftate. Its in- 
habitants in 1800, were five thoufand one hundred and 
fifty \ but the town has fince been divided. In this city 
are two banks. , 

350. N^rwicL^ Norwich is a pleafantly fituated 
town, at the head of navigation on tlie 'Mohegan river^ 
fourteen miles north of Nev»^-L.ondon. It coiital\x?» ^}cvt^'^i 
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principal fettlements — one at the landing .place, c 
Cheire:i» another one mile aixi a half nouh« >»hicht 
original and xnoll central rettleaient^--atid '^ third, a 
the fame diftance northerly. Thefe compact fettleir 
are placet of trade — the reft of the town conftl^s of 
tners. The town in. 1 £00 contained three thoofand j 
hundred and eighty inhabitants. ^ 

339* Commercial pans, of Nornvkh, Chelfea is& 
ted on a deep hill, at the head of tide water. It coo 
of houfi^and ftores cluftered together on the-declirit 
'4Ti irregular manner, and exhibiting a romantic ap| 
ance. The central fcttlement, or town, lies partly an 
ahandfome green, on- which is the court houfe, and] 
ly along the foot of a hill, in a circular form, arom 
meadow ; the other fettlement ison elevated grouudi 
pattsof the city exhibit many handfbme and (ome 
gant buildings. In this city there is a bank and an 
furance company.^ 

S60« MtddUtotvn, Mlddletown is fituac^d'dnt^e 
bank cf the Connedicut, £fteen miles below Hart 
where the river form&an elboWf juft above ^tts pa 
through the highlands. The city is fpread over a c 
declivity, which exhibits the ftteets and buildings toj 
advantage. When vf^wed from the diftant hills, it ap 
like a vaft amphitheater, prefenting a profped as de 
ful as the fuuation is healthful. This town and Ha< 
are the feats of the ourti in Middlefex county. Th« 
lie buildings in Middletown are a court-houib, a <c 
gatipnal ajid an epifcopal church* The inhabitai 
1800 were five thoufand. In this city is a^ bapk ai 
ijifurance company. 

361. Other conJiderahle^Tawns. Faipfield and Dan 
the (hire towns of Fairfield coiinty, are handfome t 
altho burnt by the BriLiHi troops, during the war. ] 
field, the feat of the courts in Litchfield county, h 
principal and a very handfome ftreet, on an.elev 
which renders it a peculiaily pleaf:*«t and healthful 
lion, for a fununer's refidence. On tliis ftreet ai^ 
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public buildings, a church and a courc-houfe^ Weathers- 
field, the oldeft town in the ftate, and Windfor, which was 
the next &tcled» are confiderable and well built towns. 
Windham a ihire town in the county of thataame^ and 
jsaany other townst are populous and well buili.. 

S62. SqIL. The foil of Conneifticut, excepting^ ibme- 
fendy plaiii3 of fmall extent, i5 rich and produAive. Ths 
eadem and weftera parts arc. hiily and ftony ; but con- 
tain, excellent pafturage^ 

363. Number of InhahttanH* Connecticut is tl^e moHi 
populous (late in the Union ; ^U its lands having>been lor 
cated and fettled for many years. In 1756, the inhabitants 
were one hundred and thirty thoufand—4n 177^ one hun- 
dred and ninety-eightthoufand^-Tn 1.790rtwo hundred and 
thirty-eight thoufand, and in 1800, two hundred and fifty 
one tboufUnd, exclufiye of nine hundred and fifty flaves. 

864fv ManufaQures,. The people in Conne^icut are 
ihoftly farmers and aitifieers. The farmers make in their 
own families, coarfe ftockings, linnen and woollen cloths ;; 
but not in quantities. fuffiicient for their own ufe* lather, 
ihoes, faddlesj nails and mod of the utenfils of farmers 
ate manufaifhu-ed among themfelves» Cannon and pigs 
arecaflat the furnace in^ Saltfturyf a town^ which con- 
tains inexhauftible mines of iron oxe-u Anchors, bar. iron^ 
fteel and nail rods are furni(hed,.tn large quantities) by the 
forges in Cknaan, Qblebrook, Winchefter and other towns^ 
and hollow ware^ is made in Staffordrand.^ Salisbury « Pow^^ 
der and paper ate made in. coHnderableqfxantities.. Large 
quantities o£ wheat moftly purchafedv in New- York, are 
floured for esportation at the milk in rStanford. Two 
mileji fiRom New-^Haven is a. manufa^ory of mu(kets of 
exquifite workmanfhip, edabliHied by EU Whitney, 'Efq^ 
and'at Derby a manufa^ry of' paper,, and cloths of ex* 
<3elli^nt quality eftablifhed by Col; Humphreys. 

36.5. JS^erles. The fifheries of Conneaicut confift ijv 
the taking^of falmon ihad and alewives, in the months of 
April and- May. The quantities taken fumifti alarge por- 
tipn of food for the inliabitants near the rivers, efpeciidly 
along the Conneaicut. Confiderable quantities p£ thad^ 
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alewives and cod fifli are failed for foreign markets. The 
Connc<flicut abounds with (lurgeon» but no ufe is made 
of them. Stonington profecutes ttie cod &ftery with ad- 
vantage, and a fiflung company eftablifhed in 1806 -at 
Derby» is carrying on the fame budnefs. 

366. Commerce, Until within a few years^ tfee trade 
of Connecticut was confined almoft folely' to the Weft-^ - 
Indies ; bat lately, voyages to the fouth-fea for feal (km^ 
and thence to China for a market, and a trade to the 
Mediterranean, have been profecuted with zeal ;ind fuc- 
cefs. No ftate is better accommodated with water car- 
riage — almoft one third of the towns, lie contiguous to 
navigable and boatable water. The whole Atlantic 
(hore of the ftate is wafhed by the found, and protecfled 
by Long-Ifland which greatly facilitates the coading 
trade to New- York. The inland trade is greatly aug- 
mented by the lock navigacion on the Connedlcut, by 
which means commodities are tranfported by water to 
Hartford from the interioi of Vermont and New-Hampfcire^ 

367» Exports. The principal articles of export, are 
beef, pork, cattle, horfes, mules, and fmall live ftockv 
lumber, efpecially hoops, ftaves and heading \ raaiz in 
grain or in kiln-dried meal, rye, butter, cheefe, onions, 
and potatoes ; pot and pearl afhes, flax-feed, fifh ; foap 
and candles. The value of tlie exports directly from 
Conne^icut amounted in. 1800,' to more than a million of 
dollars ; but two thirds of the articles exported are fent* 
to Ne»v-York, in payment for dry goods there purchafed^^ 
and make a part of the exports from that (late. 

368.. State of Learning, Soon after the fettlementof 
Connedliciit, the general court paffed laws diie^Ing^ 
fchools to be kept in every village, and providing funds' 
to encourage them. Every town or village containing a. 
certain number of families, was dhefted to maintain i 
fchool, and empowered to dra>Y from the treafury of the 
ftate, a fum equal to one ?ivQ hundredth pait of the 
amount of the property of the town, as aflefTed in the* 
grand lift. Bf means of this provifion, common fchools 
have been kept in all patls o£ iVve fe^ixe, ^.xid ^n^t^ ^^^qxl 
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li taught to read/, write, and keep accounts. By the 
die of the weftern refetve iftl795» fttU more liberal and 
p^manent ifttn^s were provided for the fupport of ichools.^ 
in winter the larger c^ildlteaare infti^l^ed by men : in 
fummer, fmall ohildref^attend^ the fchools, and are taught 
by women^;. in general cfae inftru&ors are feleded from 
perfons of good families and reputation. 

369. Tate C^ilege. Yale College, To called, fttrni a 
principal benefactor, was founded in 'the year 1700 at 
Killingworthr but fixed at New-Haven in 1 ? 16. It coo^ 
iifts of three cdllegiss^each. containing thirty-two rooms,, 
a chapel and lyceum — ^ha»a library of^about. three- thorn - 
iand'Volumes, a philbfophtcal apparatus-, and an exoelltotr' 
chemical apparatus and laboratory.. Its funds are^ample,... 
and from thirty to Hcty ftudents are: annually graduated 
at the public commencement in September.. It isunden 
the diredtion o£ truliees, confrfting of eleven clergymea* 
and eight laymenv The.' vacancies among the clerical i 
membNer& are Applied by the boand of truftees—Thelky 
members sm^ the governor, lieutenanNgovemor,^ and' fiie. 
ienior members oi the couneil of the ftaee» or upper houi^« 

SyO;. ^cadimitsand Grammar Schot>h,^ fPf law a gram- 
saar fchool may be eft^iblifhed in any town in the ftate,* 
by^a vote of the inhabitants in legal meeting ; and many 
academies are eftablidied'. and maintained by ptivate- 
funds. In theiearc taught not only the primary branches. 
0f learning, but geography, grammar, the languages, and', 
higher br^mche» xii mathematics.. There are a]fo^ ^ca^ 
demies for young ladies,- ii» which a^ taught^ the addi*- 
tional Ranches of needle*>work, drawing,, and embroidery. 
—.-Among the academies of the fir ft reputation, aie^. one 
in Plainfield, and the Bacon academy in Colchefteii, whofe , 
funds amount to about thirty-five thoufand) dollars.. 
There are many didioguiffaed ichoels for young ladies. 

STl * GtmemmenU By the chat ter of king Charles the 
iecond, which is thebafis of the conftitution of Conned 
cut, the legiflative power is lodged in two houfes, wKlck 
are denominated the geneial govxtV TlV^ -^^Y '^^^'^^^'^ 
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council is oompofad of the govenior, Ueutenant-govertior, 
and twelve afiiftants» chofen annuallf ; the houfe of re- 
prefentatives conTifts of deputies from the feveral towns 
chofen twice a year. Moft of the towns fend two depa- 
ties. The general coart fits twice a year — at Hartford 
at the general eledlon on the fecond Thurfday in Maj 
—and at New-Haven, on the fecond Thurfday in O^ober* 
The two hottfes have a negative 4>n each other. Tk 
govemofy or in his abfence, the lieutenant-governor pre- 
lides in the upper houfe, with a cafting vote. 

S72. Qual'tficaiions of Eieaort. The eled^ors are called 
freemen^ whofe qualifications are inhabitancy^ legal age, 
pofTeffion of real eftate to the value of feven dollars 1 
year, orpropexty in the grand lift to the amount of one 
hundred and thirty-four dollars, and peaceable beliavior. 
No other qualification is required to entitle a man to any 
office of honor or profit. 

373. Chtnce of Councillors, The mode of ele^ing mem- 
bers of the council, or upper houfe, is peculiar to Conned- 
icut. At the eledion of deputies in September, the free- 
men give their votes for twenty perfons, and theie votes 
being counted at the iedion of the afFerably fh Odtober, 
the perfons, having the mod votes, ftand in nomination i 
that is, form the lift of candidates, out of which twelve 
perfons are to befeleAedby the votes of the freemen, ilt 
April fbllowing, to be the affiftants or councillors for the 
year enfuing. The annual ele(5tion, when the votes are 
counted and the officers of government enter on their du- 
ties, is on the fecond Thurfday of May. The reprefenta* 
tives in congrefs are clewed in a finiilar manner 

374. EsQccutt'oe, In Connedlicut^ a fmallpart of the 
executive duties of the government, is viifted in the chief 
magiftraie. The appointment of all judges, juftices of 
the peace, and all military officers, is made by the gene- 
ral conrt ; and the perfons appointed are commifiloned 
by the governor. Sheriffs are appointed by the governor 
and council-^the treafurer and fecretary are ele<5led an- 



Ekmenls «/ Ufefiii Kncmkdgi. If] 

Aoally by the people. Nouries p«Mic are appocnted bj 
the governor. 

S75; Fo^m^rsveftedmiheTomms* All the towns are 
corporationsrauthoriied by law to chafe certain officers, 
who «xe«ute the laws within the limits of the to^ns. A 
town meeting is by law to be held annually in Decern* 
ber, at which are to be chofen ceitatn , men, who are 
c^alled feUafnen^ to fuperintend all town concerns; alfo 
Gionftables, coUe^ors of taxes, furveyors of highways, 
^suid jurymexH arid other officers. Thefe officers have 
the care of the poor, of roads and bridges, of ferries, 
apd other local concerns.^ 

■■ S"?^- Judielary* The judiciary power ts . lodg^ in 
thejnfticesof the peace, who try cauies, civil and crimi- 
nal, where the debt or penalty does not exceed feven 
dollars, without appeal $ in the county conrts, whicli try 
fmall ofienies, and decide, without appeal, all demands 
under feventy dollars ; a,nd in the fupenor court, which 
has fupreme jurifdi^tion in all caufes, both in law amd 
equity ; but a writ of error lies from this court to the 
fapreme court of errors, which confifts of the nine judges 
of the fupenor coAirt, and is held in June at Hartford and 
New-Havim akernatdy. The ftate is divided into fmall 
. d^^rv^^ in which are eftabliflied courts of probate for 
the trial «f wills, and granttlig.of adminiftration. AU 
j«Ed|;es are annually appointed by the legiOature. 

^77« Militia. All the able bodied men in the ftate 
from the age of eighteeix to forty-fiv^, except ^officers ofrc 
govemmenti officers and fludents of college, clergymen, 
aiidfome' others, are em^oUed and form the milit»aofthe 
ftate. The militia is formied into thirty-five : regiments, 
eigbtbrigades, andfotirdiviflons. The officers are ap» 
pointed by th^: general a^mbly, and commiffioned by the 
governor ; tiie captains and fubalterns being firft nomi- 
nated by their feveral companies. 

S78. i2<?%/dw. The moft numerous denomiilation of 
Chriftians, is the cprigregationalifts ; next to ^VCns&w *\sn. 
numbers aie the epil^opsdiaois* T\vt\^ >x^ fex^\^ Ss^'sx^- 
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«es of baptifts and fome methodifts in the ftate-^a fe# 
iquakers and odters of different .perfaaAons. The ftate 
is divided inio panflies 'or ecciefiafUcal ibcieties, ^hick 
are iegal corp#mtioQS,<wtth power to chiife their jdi'ik 
iileis, make contraft& wkhtheip* and lay taxes for ^htir 
maintenance. All perfbns wiifab the pariih are bound 
by the vote of the inhabitant! in legal meeting ; but i 
perfon dii&nitng from the wortbip of any congregadoi^ 
may lod^ e a certificate of his diffenti and of his joining 
fomeothA churchy and be exetopt from taxes laid by tbt 
paiifli. 

S79. General Remariu " The'five eaftein ftates, maf 
Tery properly be denominated Ne^-Engiemd ; for almoft^ 
all the inhiibitanu are defcendants of Engliflmien* The 
Hrft fettlen^ with a view to preclude differences in reH' 
gion, made laws to prevent ftrangers from lettling among 
them, without the approbation of the men in authoni^* 
Hence the people of thefe dates have a GKftin(!t and am> 
form charader and language. Their language is nearly 
the fame as that of England^ at.the time of the firft emi» 
^rations, unadulterated with modern coituptions. Their 
laws, manners, and inftitutions a^e alfo very timilar. 

380. Modk of Setihmmu The fettlers of New^Eng- 
land divided the country into townOiips of a few miles 
fquare»-and •convenient for fmall corporations, which were 
to regcdate their own . local affairs. A church and a 
fchool houfe, deftined to be the nurferies of religion and 
improvement, were fixed near the -center of the town* 
ihip; which invited the firft fettlers to build their houfes 
ia acompad affemblage, in tise vicinity. Hence Ne^* 
£ngland was parcelled into townQiips, and foon over- 
fpread with towns—- a mode of jfettlement highly favoi> 
able to fociety, civil manners^ and moral improvement* 
The emigrants from New^England purfue a fimilar mode 
offettlement in the weftern ftater. 

Mew-Yokk. 

881. Situation of the State of Ne^m-Tork. This ftJite, 
vhkh tikes it$ name fromVht duVs ^tX^tV xVi'^ uticient 
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proprietor, lies on the weft and fouth of New-Englan % 
from forty degrees and a half to forty-five degrees of lati- 
tude, and -between fevepty-three and eigljty degrees of 
weft longitude. The foim of the ftate is very irregular 
and Long-lfl^.nd, Staten-lfland, with Filhers an4|pard- 
ners iflands, lie detached from the main body of the ftate. 

382. Bounds. From the city of New-Yoik, ©nMan- 
hattea ifland, to the north line of New-Jeifey, about 
twenty miles, the Hudfon is the weftem boundary of the 
ft|ite which is only twenty miles in bredth. To the noith 
erf New- Jei fey, the ftate of New- York fpreads weft ward 
along the north line of New-Jeifej , and Penofylvania to 
tlie bredth of three hundred miles. On the north, it h 
bbunded hj Canada— on the eaft by Coohed^icut, Maf- 
fachufettsand Vermont, and on the fouth by the ocean. 

SS3>. Extent. The length of this ftate, from tlie fouth 
end of Staten-lfland to the Canada line, is about three 
hundred and fifty mile&— its greate ft bredth from M.f- 
fachufetts to lake Erie, is about the fame as its-letigi^.. 
But this bredthof land does not extend a hundred miles, 
north and fauth, and as the foutheiTi part of the ftate is 
narrow it is probable that the area of the ftate may be 
bounded by ^ides of three hundred miles by two hundred 
—which will give, for its furface, fixty thoufand fquare 
miles, and thirty-eight millions, four hundred thoufand 
litres. This eft iniate doesnotinclude the waters of On- 
tario^ a large part of which is within this ftate, 

384?. Mountains. A range of mountains runs acrofs 
this ftate, about fixty miles north of New -York, called the 
highlands. At the place where the Hudfon penetrates 
this range, the river is comprelled^ into^^ natrow deep 
channel between the mountains. For tliis reafon, and 
the advantageous fituation of the hills, commanding the 
river, this place was feledted for a military poft, and for- 
tified, during the war. It is the key of the river and 
called Weft-point. On the weft of the fame river, one 
hundred and thirty miles from New-Yoik is the Kaatfkill 
mountain one of thehighefteleyauotvs\viV.\\^Xvc>\>ic*^v^^'^^'ik, 

M 
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^85. Rivers. In addition to the Hadfon, which pen- 
etrates the ftate, with navigable water to Albany, and its 
weftcm branch, the Mohawk^ which have been defcrifeed, 
this (late boafts of numerous fmaller flreams, which water 
all part* of it. On the eaft, inHoofuck which has its /bnr- 
ces in Lanefborough and Hancock in MaiTachafetts, and 
enters the Hudfon, eight miles above JLanfmgbuigh — 
Battenkill, a confiderable ftream, fumifhing nnTntroia 
mill leats, proceeds from a fpring at the foot of a moun- 
tain in Bromley, in Vermont, and enters the Hudfon, op- 
pofite to Saratoga. The head branch of Otter Creek has 
its fource on the fame mountain and defcending it, ap- 
proaches within twelve rods of the fource of Battenkill— 
then runs northerly and enters Lake Champlain. SiiYL 
* larger is Black river, which enters the Ontario and Oi^ 
wcgatchie, which difcharges its waters into the Ircquoh. 
—The Saranac and Sable rivers water the wcftem (botes 
cfChamplain,^ while the Geneflee, the Seneka, the head 
i^reams of the Safquehanna, the Delaware and the Ohio, 
with Buffalo, Cataraugus, Tonewanta, and other creeks, 
' water the weftern diftrifts of this large ftate. 

.386. Divlftont of the State. The ftate .qf New-York 
is divided into thirty-three counties. On the fouth Long- 
Ifland contains three counties, King'*s, Queens, and Suf- 
folk. Statten-Ifland compofes Richmond county, and 
YoYk-Ifland, the county of New-York. On and near the 
Kudfon are Weftchcfter, Dutches, Rockland, prange, 
Ulfter, Green, Albany, Columbia, Renfellaer, Saratoga, 
and Waihington. On the noith and weft, are Clinton, 
Effex„ Montgomery, Schohaiie, Herfcemer, Otfego, Onon- 
dago, Ontario, Tioga, Steuben, Cayuga, Shenango, Dela- 
ware, Geneflee, St. Lawrence, Jeffeifon and Lewis. The 
townfliips and cities amount to two hundred and eighty. 
387.. Population. The .ftate of New-Yotk was firft 
fettled by the Dutch, and for more than a century, the 
population was flow. In 1756, when the ftate had been 
fettled nearly one huiidred and fifty years, the number of 
the inhabitantswaseftimated at one hundred thoufandonly» 
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After the conqueft of Canada in 1760> the northern 
parts of the Aate began to be fettled by emigrants from 
New-England, and at the clofe of the war in 1783, the 
date contained by eftim^te, two hundred and forty thou- 
fand fouls. After that period the emigration from New- 
England were more confiderable, and in 1790, the ftate 
contained three hundred and forty thoofand inhabitants. 
In 1800, the number had increafedto ^ve hundred and 
eighty-fix thoufand, of wliich twenty thoufand and fix 
hundred are flaves, ' 

S88. Soil. The weft end of Long-Ifland has a fertile 
foil ; further eaft are extenfive barren plains, interfpeiied 
with fruitful lands. From N6w- York to Albany, the foil 
is generally dry and gravelly ; and about the higlands* 
rocky. The weftern counties confift moftly of rich loam, 
clay or mold, and they are not mountainous nor 'ftony. 
Above Albany are rich intervals or meadows along the 
. banks of the ,Hudfon. 

889. Produiiions. This date extending through, five 
degrees of latitude, produces all the varieties of grain, 
fruits and roots which ,^row in fimilar climates. The 
, font hern /part of the ftate being in the mild region of the 
United States,isfurniflied with fruits of the beft kinds. 
The northern part near Canada, will iK>t produce the 
peach and water melon in perfeiftion. Wheat is the ftaple 
' commodity of the ftate. 

390. Mar^ufaflures , The people of this ftate, make 
a part of their clothing in their own houfes, but by no 
meansa fufficiency for their confumption. Iron, hollow 
ware, ftoves, nails, glafs, paper, fnuff, tobacco, wool cards, 
tpot and pearl aflies are manufadured in this ftate- The 
iron caftings are principally from the air furnaces in and' 
near the city of New-York or the highlands. In the city 
alfo are refined large quantities of fugar ; beer and por- 
ter are furniftied by. the feveral breweries— beer being 
the common drink of the inhabitants. 

.S91. Chief Towns. The dx.^ o^ ^fe'HR>l^xV X's. ^^ 
metropolis o{ the ftate, and out otCci^ Y^v&tv^-^x^'^''^^"®" 
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the United States. It is fituated upon the point of 
Manhatten or York-Ifland, which is fifteen miles in length 
and one in.bredth. It is waflied by the Hudfbn bn the 
weft, and on the eaft by Harlem river, and the /Irait 
whicli conneds the Hudfon with the found, dividing 
Longlfland from the main. 

3i)2. Pofuton of the City. New -York was begun en 
the fouth-eaftfideof the iiJand ; but has been extended lo 
the Hudfon, and now corers the whole bredlh of the 
ifland. On both fides, the principal ftreets run nearly 
parallel with the rivers, and are cro/Fed by others W'/^/cfr 
run from river to river j but the ftreets are not all at 
right angles. The principal ftreets are tolerably wide and 
well paved, with foot-walks of flat ftone or br/cfc. The 
water works cf the Manhattan company .raife water from 
wells, near the frefh water pond, by means of a fteam en-^ 
gine, and diftribute it by pi pes, through the ftreets of lV\ec\ly. 

893. Bro6id"way and the Park, Broadway, a wide 
and well built ftreet, begins at the government houfe, 
which ftands on the ground formerly occupied by the 
fort, near the walk at the battery; and running north- 
ward on tlie higheft part of the ifland, prefents a ftrait 
avenue of nearly two miles in length. On one fide of this 
ftreet, in front of the court-houfe, prrfon and bridewell, 
and with the theater and Chatham ftreet on the fojith, is 
a triangular area, inclofed with trees. The battery, a 
gravelled walk along the point of the ifland, next to the 
water, and open to refrefhing breezes from the bay, is 
the place of faftiionable refort, during thefummen 

SO*. Buildings, That part of the city which was built 
before the revolution was not remarkable for the fize and 
elegance rf the houfes. But a large part of the city has 
been built fmce the peace of 1783, witji elegant houfes 
and ftores of three and four ftpries — the city has been 
greatly extended — the ftreets repaired— the public build- 
ings enlarged, repaired or ornamented— *and for many 
Tr)il?sfrom the city, the ifland is adorned with handfome 
Yi'Jbs'dnd fummer-houfts. 
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S95. ^PuhUc Edifices. The city-hail^ which was en- 
larged and repaired for the ufe ofCongrefsin 1789, is a 
large pile without external elegance ;. but is diftinguithed 
for being the feat of the hrit C.ongrefs under the national 
conititution ;, and the place where the celebrated Walh- 
ington was inaugurated firfl Piefident of the United 
States^ The government houfe, the court-houfc, the 
banks, tontine coffi.e-houfe, the hotel, the theater, the 
alms-houfe, chehofpital, the bridewell, the Jail, feveral of 
the churches, and the ilnte priibn, are large and expen- 
fiye works — and evidences of tha affluence and public 
jj>irit of the Inhabitants. 

396*. Inhah'ttanti of the city. The citizens of New- 
York are conipofed of the deicendents of the original 
Dutch fettlers, Eaglifh, Scotch, Irifh, and Grermans. Tha 
number increased from eleven thouiand in 1756, to twen- 
ty-two thoufand in 1771. From that ^time to 1786, the 
revolution inter vcnitig, the ntimber increafed only to 
twenty-three thoufand. In 17.90, the number was thirty- 
tiiree thoufand. In ISOO, fixty thoufand. But thefe 
numbers, include the people of the whole ifland. The 
religious denominations are epifcopalians, Dutch calvinift?,, 
preibyterians, German lutherans, quakers, baptills, catho- 
lics, mechodifts, moravians, jews, and French proteftants. 

397' Banks and Infurance companies. There are four 
Banks in the city of New- York. !• The New-York bank,, 
inftituted in 1784, and incorporated in 1791. 2. A branch 
-of the United States bank. 3. The Manhattan bank, infti- 
tuted and incorporated in 1799. 4. The Merchants bank 
kiftuated tn 1 803. There are four incorporated com- ■ 
panics for infurance againft lofl^s at fea, and two aifo- 
ciations incorporated for the purpofe of mutual afiiiiance 
againft loiTes by fire. .' 

'398. Charitable Societies. In this city are many foci<v- 
ties formed for .charitable purpofes, which are as ufeful tO' 
the indigent as honorable to the founders. Such is that 
for the relief of diftre'r^d debtors^ who are vm\^\\fcK>R.^ 
and b^ve notthe means of fai^^oiX.* TWi &\^^Ni^^x\v%'^^ 
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the relief of the fick — the lying-in hofpital — the iHarine 
and mechanics focieties, and many others. 

399. Government of the city. New- York is under the 
government of a mayor, recorder, aldermen and affi/l^ 
ants, who compofe the common council. The mayor 
and recorder are appointed by the council of appoint* 
ment. The aldermen and affiftants are chofen antvually 
by the freemen — one in each of the nine wards of ihe^ 
city. The mayor and recorder hold courts for the trial- 
of civil and criminal caufes. The common council make 
laws for the government of the city, but they cannot Jay 
a tax on the city, without an adl of the legislature. 

400. Albany, Albany is a large, thriving city, oa 
the weft bank of the Hudfon, one hundred and fixty-five 
miles north of New- York. It is the feat of government 
and the public offices ; has two banks, the Albany banfe 
and ftate bank, contains about ten thoufand inhabitatilSy. 
with many elegant buildings, and has an a<5live thtwraj 
commerce. 

40 1. Commerce of New- Tork, The ftate^rf New-York 
i^s advantageoiilly filuated for trade, being penetrated by a 
fine navigable river, interfei^ed with boa table waters, and 
waftied on the north and fouth with lakes, or the ocean. 
The city of New-York, at the mouth of the Hudfon, and 
a^ the junftion of that river with the found, with a fefe- 
and capacious harbor, for fliips of any fize, poflefFes the 
moft commanding fuuatipnfbr trade, and is the natural 
por^ of entry and export for New- York, Conne<flicut, and 
for a great part of New-Jerfey, Vermont and Canada. 
In cold winters whenmoft of the harbors in the nortlu 
em ftates are clofed with ice, the harbor of New-Yoik, 
which is feldom obftru (fled, receives the (hipping of other 
dates, to enliven the trade of the country. 

402. Exports. The exports from New- York confift 
of every fpecies of the produce of the United States, and 
of all kindsof foreign commodities which are there re- 
lliipped for market. The ftaple comnaodity of the ftate 
is-wiieat ox flour j but from 't^ew-YoxW ^ix^^T^^^orted thfr 
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beef, pork, maiz, butter, cheefe, pot and pearl aflies, ^d 
flax-feed, not only of that ftate, buc of Connedlicut, New- 
Jerfey and Vermont. The amount of exports from that 
city in 1800, was fourteen millions of dollars — a greater 
amount than from any other port. That city alfo im- 
ports dry goods for the neighboring ftates. 

403, State of Learning, A college was founded in 
the city of New-York in 1754?, and incorporated by chai- 
ter from the king. After the revolution, the legiflature 
inftituted a univerhty conftfting of a number of regents^ 
who/e powers extend to the fuperintendeoce of colleges, 
academies and fchools, throughout the ftate,* They are 
authoriied to found colleges and academies, confer de* 
grees, vifit all femtnaries of learning, and make regula- 
tions for their government. 

404. Columbia and Union Colleges, By the aft of the 
legiflature in 1787> founding* the univerfity of the ftate> 
the college, in Ne*^-York received the name of Columliay 
and all the privileges and powers, derived from its charter, 
were confirmed* It is under the government of twenty- 
foui truftees, r\nd has confiderable funds. Its inftrudlors 
are, a prefident and profeffors of the principal fciences.. 
The building is of ftone, three ftories high, and contain- 
ing forty-eight apartments. The college is fumifhed with 
a chapel, a library, mufeum, and philofophical apparatus. 
Union college was founded at Scheneftady in 1795, and 
is in a profperous condition. 

405. Academes and Schools, , Several lefpedlable aca« 
demies are eftabliflied in diflPerent parts of the ftate, in 
which are taught the learned languages, geography, 
grammar, and mathematics. Until fince the revolution, 
common fchools received no encouragement from the 
public treafury, or the laws. But in 1795, a law of the 
ftate appropriated a large fum of money for erefting 
fchool houfes, and paying teachers, the beneficial eiFeds 
of which are vifible. Hitherto however the inftiudtica 
of the laboring people in the firft rudiments of leavnkv*^ 
bas not been g-eneral 
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406. SJate of Religion. The conftitujtion of New- 
York gives univerfal indulgence to religious perfuafions, 
witliout diIliii<5tioa or preference. The principal deno- 
minations, ar« the lutheran and calvanid churches^ both 
Dutch and j^nglifh, the congregational axui pre%terjjin. 
Some ofthefc churches in the large cities areweli en« 
dowed and filled with able preachers, but many of the 
inhabitants of the interior of the ftate have no "regukc 
difpenfation of divine ordinances. 

4-07- Conjiitution of civil Government* The fupreme 
kgiflative power is veiled in two houfes called the fenate- 
and affembly, which meet regularly in January. The 
executive authority is lodged in a governor, and a coun- 
cil of appointment. As a check to the legiilature, a 
council of revifion is conftituted of the governor, the- 
chancellor and the judges ' of the fupreme court, who 
have power to examin bills which have pa&d thelwo> 
houfes, and if they fee proper, to . object to their becom- 
ing laws, giving their reafons in writing. After which 
two thirds of the votes of both hpufes are neceflaty to 
give fuch bills the force of laws. 

408. Senate, The fenate confifts of freeholders chofen 
in diftrifts, by citizens who poffefs freehold eftates of the 
value of two hundred and fifty dollars, free of debts 
charged upon thenk The members hold theij feats for 
four years ; the feats of one fourth part being vacated: 
every year, and their places fupplied by a new -eledion. ^ 

409. AJlmbly* The members of the a{remb\y are- 
chofen annually in April. The qualifications of their 
eledors are, fix months refiJence in the county, legal 
age, a freehold of fifty dollars value, or renting a tene- 
«ient of ?ivt dollars annual value, and payment of taxes. 
A minifter of the gofpel cannot hold any civil or military 

office. 

410. Governor, The governor is chofen once in three 
years, by the citizens qualified to vote for fenators, and at 
the time and places of eleding the reprefcntatives in the 
siirembl;^. The governor is comm-djvder ia chief of the 

/ 
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mitrtia, and has power to grant reprieves and pardons^ 
The governor alfp, with the advice and confent of a coun- 
eil, compofed of a fenator from each diftrid, annually^ 
chofen by the aflembly, appoints and commiflSons'the 
judges, IheriflFs, and otheMxecutive officers. The lieu- 
tenant-governor is «h6lmfin the fame manner as thfr 
governor, and m his abfebce, fa pplies his place. He is 
alfb prefident of the fenale* 

411. judiciary* The chancellor holds courts of equi- 
ty. The j-udges of the fuprerae and county courts hold 
courts of law. The fupreme court fits only in New-Yorlc 
and Albany ; but circuit courts, confiding 6f a judge of 
the fupreme court, are held in every county in the ftate. 
Tlie judges bold their offices during good behavior, or 
till they are (ixty years of age. A court for the Jtri^l of 
impeachments rnufl: eonllft of the fenate, the chancellor 
and the judges of the fupreme court.. The fenate is the 
fupreme court for the conedlion of errors.. 

412. Militia. The militia m the year 1802, was. 
eompofed of five divifions of infantry, twenty-five bri* 
gades, ninety-three regiments and nearly feventy thoufand 
privates and fubaltern officers — of eighteen hundred 
cavalry, and eight hundred artillery, including officers.. 

413. State of Reai Property, Before the revolution,, 
alatge portion of the colony of New^York was parcelled 
out into manors, which were in the hands of a few fami- 
lies. Several of the proprietors, adhering to the royal 

^caufe, during the war, loft their eftates by forfeiture and 
confiftation. Th^e eftates were divided and fold. A 
few manors, bdonging to the friends of the revolution are 
retained by the families; but a law of the ftate, altering 
the tenure of the lands, and deftroying future entailments^ 
is calculated to reduce the manors, into fmall eftates. 

New-Jersev. 

414. Situation and Name. New-Jerfey is (ituated be- 
tween thirty-nine and forty-one degveev^ V«^tvV^-W^ix \d\- - 
nutes, of north latitude j aud m\.\x^ fe^'iUV'^-^N^ -^^^^ 
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fixtb degrees of weft longitude. The grant of this terri- 
tory was firft made by king Charles the fepond to fai» 
brother James, then duke of York, who owned an eftate 
in the ifland of Jerfey, and who therefore called this ter- 
ritory NeW'Jerfey. 

415. Bounds and Extent. ^Jew-Jerfey Is bounded on 
the eaft by the Atlantic and the Hudfoa : on the Cotth 
and weft by Delaware bay aiid river, and on the notdv» 
by New. York. Its length, no/th and fouth, is about one 
hundred and ftxty miles, and its bredtb, Efty f compre- 
hending about ^ve millions of acres. 

416. Face of the Staie. New-Jerfey contains no,gr«at 
mountains.. The foutherh part is a plain, ^nd great pait 
of it a barren fand.. The middle and northern patts 
confift of hills and plains, which are variegated wltb 
ftreams of water and fine trails c^ fertile land. The 
livers Hackinfac, Paflaic,and Raritan, which life m \he 
hilly country on the north, water thai part.of.the ftatiQ> 
and form rich intervals. By means of thefe rivers and 
the Hudfon and Delaware on the borders, the whole ftate 
(lies within twenty -Eve miles of navigable Mnd boatable 
•water. 

417. Dtvlfwns of the State, The grant to the duke 
of York was very early divided and fold to di0erent pro- 
prietors. The divifional line run, north and fouth, near- 
ly through the middle of the territory, and gave rife to 
the denominations of eaft and weftJerfey. The ftateis 
now divided into thirteen counties. On the eaft, Bei^ 
gen, EfTex, Mtddlcfex and Monmouth ; on the vrcft and- 
fouth, Suflex, Hunterdon, Burlington, Gloucefter, Salem, 
Cumberland and Cape-May^ j and in the interior, Somer* 
fet and Morris. Thefe counties are divided into townfhlps* 

418. Population, in 178^5, the Rate of New-Jerfey, 
contained one hundred und thirty-nine tl^oufand whites, 
and ten thoufand five hundred blacks — In 1790, the 
number' hud in creafed to one hundred and ejghty^four 
thoufand whites, and eleven thoufand four hundred flaves* 
— 1/2 } 800, to two hundred and. e\evex\ x\\o\x^\i<i. vci^ahi- 

tams, of which twelve^thoufand vjete ^ax^^* 
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4f J9. Chief Towru. The principal towns are Trenton, 
Buriington, Bordentowri, Elizabethtown, Amboy, New- 
ark, Brunfwick, Princeton and Morriftown — all which 
are of confiderablc fize, well built and pleafant. Tren- 
ton is the feat of government ; and Prin<^ton, the feat of 
Naifau Hall college, fituated on high commanding 
ground, near the center of the ftate, tho a fmall town^ 
is a moft healthful and delightful refidence. 

420. Clhnate and Produ&ions. New-Jeriey is in the 
middle and temperate region of the United States ; the 
fouthern part, extending % degree to the fouthward of 
New- York, has a milder climate. * The northern part is 
hilly and more cold. From the middle of the ffate to 
Cape-May, the ft^te contains much barren land ; but it 
produces all kinds of grain, fruits and roots. The fruits 
are remarkably good, particularly the apple and the 
peach. The northern counties contain excellent paftur- 
age, and beef, mutton, butter and'cheefe, in large quanti- 
ties are fent to the New-York market. The pork and 
bacon of the weftern counties are in high repute and fo is 
the cider of the eaftem. ; ^ 

42^1. Manuf azures. Few manufadturcs have made 
much progrefifi in New- Jerfey, except^that of iron. — ^This 
is a coniiderable branch of bufmefs particularly iii Mor- 
ris county^ which fumilhes inexauftible mines of ore, 
with abundance of wood and convenient ftreams of 
water. Two furnaces, two rolling and flitting mills, 
and about thirty^ forges, produce yearly fourteen hun- 
dred tuns of bar and pig iron, befides hollow ware and 
other caftings. It is eftimated that twenty-five hun- 
dred tuns are produced in the ftate. Nails, lether, and 
fome cottons are alfo made in New-Jerfey, 

422i Commerce, New-Jcrfey, being a tongue of land 
between the Hudfon and Delaware, and having the two 
principal trading cities of the United Stateis, in its neigh- 
borhood, ha« little foreign commerce, altho the bay- 
arid river at Amboy, fumiih an excellent harbor. The 
produce of the eaftern part of the Hate is carried to New- 
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York — that of the weftern to Philadelphia, and forms a 
confi Jc: able part of the anjount of exports trom thoie 
cities. 

4'J3. State of Learning* The education of yovLth la 
New-Jerfey depends on the voluntaiy contributions of in- 
dividuals, and therefore is negle(5led by fome ck/les of 
the .people. In the more populous towns and villages 
are academies ana fchools of high reputation. The 
college at Princeton, called Na^au Hall, is a feminary of 
diftinguiftied reputation, and from thirty to forty ftudents 
are annually graduated at the public commencement. 

424. Aeiigious Denominations. The inhabitants of 
New-Jerfey confift of the defcendants of the Dutch, Eng- 
nfti, German, Scotch and Irifh fettlers. - Thefe are of all 
denominations, and have equal liberty of worfliipping in 
their own modes, without the interference of law, cr any 
eftabliOiment. Asa qualification for oiHce however it 
is neceflary that a perfon fliould be a proteftaut." 

425. Conflitutiofu The fupreme legiflative power is 
lodged in a council and general aflembly. The council 
conlifts of one member for each county, and the affembly, - 
of three deputies from each county. Thefe form fepa- 
rate houfes," whofe concurrence is neceflary to the paffing 
of a law. The qualifications of a councillor are, one 
year's refi^ence in the county for which he is chofen, 
and pofTeffioii of real and perfonal eftate of the value of 
two thoufand fix hundred and fixty-feven dollars. One 
half of this fum qualifies a man for a nj^ber of the af* 
fembly. 

. 426. EleSors. AH the inhabitants of New-Jeffef 
are entitled to vdtefor rulers, if they have the following 
qualifications — full age, one year's refidence in the coun*' 
ty where they claim to vote, and pcffeffion of property 
in the ixait of the value of one hundred and thirty-three 
dollars and a third, tinder this conftitution,iemales en- 
joy and exercife the privilege of votjng — a fraguUrity - 
p.^culiir to that ftate. 

427. Executive, The council and affembly, at their 
Srd meeting aftei thee\e€tvoti m 0€toV>w, V^vaxX^ ^Ua a 
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perfon for governor, who piefides in the council with 
caftixig vote, and in whom is vefted the fupreme excel 
ntive power. The council and aiTembly appoint th< 
judgesof courts, juftices of the peace, fecretary and trea« 
furer ; who are commiflioned by the governor. 

428. Judges and other officers. The judges of the 
fupreme court hold their ofl5ces for feven years j judges 
of the common pleas, juftices of the peace, and fecretary, 
for five years ; the treafurer for one year. But all of- 
iicers may be re-appointed. Sheriffs are yearly cliofen 
by the people, and may be re-elefted for three years in 
fticceffion ; they then remain ineligible for three years. — 
Judges of "the fupreme and county courts, and Iheriffs 
are precluded from a feat in the legislature. 

429. Military. Captains and inferior officers are 
chofen by the military companies ; fuperxor officers artf 
appointed by the council and affembly. 

PfiHiHSYLVANlA. 

430. Name and Siinaiion^ The name of Pennfylva- 
nia is cpmpofed of the name of the firft proprietor, P^««, 
and a word formed from fylva, a n*)ood or foreft. The 

tate lies between thcTmiddle of the fortieth and the forty- 
^cond degrees of latitude, and the fevcnty-fifth and 
ightieth degrees of weft longitude. 

431. Bounds. On the eaft Pennfylvania is bounded 
the Delaware, which feparates it from New-Jerfey — 

the fouth it adjoins to the ftates of Delaware, Mary- 
id and Virginia — on the weft, it ha|^ a part of Vir- 
ua and the ftate of Ohio— on the north, it rs bounded 
lake Erie and the ftate of New-York. 
f32. Extent. The bredth of Pennfylvania, from 
to north, Is about one hundred and fifty miles, and 
length, from eaft to welt, two hundred and ninety, 
irface contains forty- four thoufand fquare miles, and 
[ty-eight millions of acres. 

i3. Mountains. This ftate W mtcrte.^.^^ V\X^ x^^ 
\ridges of - mcunt7L\Ti% which coTv^\x.vi\a <)aR ^^^- 

N 
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pany and its feveral branches or fpurs. ^ Their diredioa 
is irom nonh-eaft to fouth-weft, through Nofthampton; 
Dauphin, Cumberland and other middle counties. Thck 
mountains furnifh the principal Tources of 'the Ohio, Po- 
toTr.rx, Suf^uehanna, Schuylkill and Delaware liYexs,^ 
with fcvcial rivers of fmaller note. 

431'. Principal Rivers, The chief rivers aie, the 
Delaware on theeaft, the Sufquehanna, i^^hich penetrates 
tlie llatc, tha Schuylkill, the Lehigh, a branch of the 
Delaware ; and pn the weft of the mountains, the Alle- 
gany, ox liead branch of the Ohio, and Monongahela — 
all wh'cli have been before defcribed. To thefe may be 
added the Juniata, tlie Conefloga, the Yohogany, die 
TJifkaiTianitas, Big Beaver Creek, and many other con- 
fiderrible ftreams, which form the fourccsof the Jar^e 
rivers, and fpread water over the ftate in all direflfons. 

43.5. Counties and Towns. The number of couTvtiea 
in the year 1803, was thirty-two, and the townlhips 
about fi/e hundred and twenty, exclufive of the city 
and liberties^ of Philadelphia. 

4-36. Soil and ProduQlons, . Pennfylvania contains all 
the varleiics ot foil. Its produdtions are all forts of grain, 
roots and fruits common in temperate latitudes* The 
ftaple of the ftate is wheat or flour, of which great quan- 
tities are exported. In this ftate grow feveral fpecies of 
trees not found in more noVtheru climates, 

437. ' Principal To<ions. The city of Philadelphia is 
the chief town in Pennfylvanla. It was founded by Wil- 
liam Pcnn, in 1 683, and from him It received its name,. 
which is compofed of two Greek words, fignifying hroih- 
crly love. It ftan^s on the weft bank of the Delaware^ 
one hundred and twenty miles from the fea, and ^^^ 
miles above its 3 undl ion with the Schuylkill. 

4-38. Plan If Philadelphia. Philadelphia, according to 
its primitive plan, extends abou t. a mile along the Delac 
-ware, and from that river to the Schuylkill. But the con- 
veniences for trade have erilarged.the fettlements on the 
T>c\iL^SirQ, to an extent of nearly three miles. The north 
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pTiXt of the town is called Kenfington — ^the foulli pari 
SjuthwarL Thefe now form one continued fettlemeni 
or town, in union with the city. 

439. Streets. The principal ftreets are ftrait, an Ji] 
crofs each other at right angles; nine of thefe vvtthin the 
city run from one river to the other ; and thefe are crofied 
by twenty-three which run nearly north and fouth. Thefe 
ftreets are built on, from the Delaware to tenth and 
twelfth ftreets. In the. center of the city runs high 
ftreet one hundred feet wide, in which is the principal 
Tn2Lrket, The ftreets in general are fifty feet in bredth, 
well paved, and bordered with broad footwalks, puved 
with brick. The ftreets w hich run eaft and weft are cal- 
led by the names of the trees which grew on the land, as 
mulberry, chefnut, walnut, pine and ipruce. Thofe 
which run north andfoHth are called and numbered from 
the Delaware, water, front, fecond, third, &c. 

4?4fO. Banks and Infurance Companies, There are five 
incorporated banks in Philadelphia — the bank of the 
United States — the bank of North-America-'—the bank of 
Pennfylvania, the Philadelphia bank, and tlie Farmer's 
and Mechanics bank. There are ieveral incorporated 
companies, for infurance againft lofTes at fea, and by fire- 
.441. BulUUngs. That part of the city which wa^ 
;^ilt t^fore the American revolution, confifts moftly of 
>rick houfes, thiec ftories high, plain and well built.-— 
lince the revolution, large additions have been made, the 
ioufes are conftrudlcd on a largei plan, and with URufual 
tfte and elegance. Tiie maiket-houfe in hrgh-ftreet is 
re lar^eft building of the kind in America, and for abun- 
tnce of provifions, neatnefs and regularity, is not ex* 
)dL€d by any perhaps in the world. 
y445. Public Edifices, The public edifices of moft im- 
ftance are the churches, fome of which, ax particularly 
German Lutheran, are unufually large and elegant, 
ftate-houfe is a very large Cwlifice— <he new court- 
le, the theater, tlie library, the l\oi\»\V^\, \>cs& -s^tcvs- 
fe, are bjge ^nd hanclfonie l\tu^\ixe"=v» TV^ *>^5LVv5.^"^^ 
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)f the largeft and bed conftru^ed buildings of the Idndm 
he United States. The new edifice for the bank of th« 
Jnited States, is a mod elegant ftrudure, oinaoxented 
n front with marble columns. The ban^ of Penniylva- 
liais an elegant flru^are of white marble, quarried ai 
ew miles from the city, and each front is ornamented 
vithfix Ionic columns of marble. Over the Schuylktll 
s a bridge fUpported by folid elliptical piers. J 

443. Public InJlUuttotis. The charitable inftitulioua 
n Philadelphia, are among tlie mofl Hberal and useful in, 
he United States* Of thefe the mod diilinguinied are* 
he hofpital, the alms-houfe and the difpenfary^ The li- 
brary, with the Loganian addition of rare andvalaable 
luthors, is one of the largeft and beft fele^ed colIeAioa 
jf books in the United States. The univerfity is emi- 
lent, efpecially for the reputation of its medicsfel profef^ 
Fors. — The philofophical fociety holds a dif^inguifiied rank, 
imong literary infUtutions. Many charitable focieues^ 
icademies and fchools do honor to the citizens ; and the 
cabinet of curioftties, collected by Mr. Peale, is the beft in 
Lhe United States. It confifts of all kinds of aniiaaals in> 
^ood prelervation, and a valuable collection eF mineralst^ 

444. Waffr-woris. The building and machinery for 
rajiing and diftributing water through the city, far exceed 
in magnitude, any thingof the kind in this coui^iy. A 
large ftream of water is brought in a fubterraneous canal, 
Prom the Schuylkill, to an elevation near the center of 
the city j the water is then raifed by fleam to a refervoir . 
on the top of a circular brick edifice, from which it is 
cliftributed by bored logs to the different parts of the city. 

41'5. Popuiaison, The indulgence of all religious 
opinions in Pennfylvania, and other allurements o€ered 
to let tiers by the proprietors, rendered the growth of the 
province and the city of Philadelphia very rapid. In 
1749, the houfes in Philadelphia were upwards of two 
thoufand — in 1 760, nearly three thoufand — in 1770, five 
thoufand ^"^q hiindredl The inhabitants in the latter 
year, were thirty- five thoufand. The revolution fufpend- 
^d the growth of the city. Itv IIW* \3tv^ vcivahitants qf 



Elements of Ufeful Kno*tvled^en IM) 



jfiBcity and fubarbs were fdrty-on^' thoufanJ — in ISOO, 
feventy-two thoufand. The city is governed by a mayor,, 
kldermen and common council. 

44-^ Inhabitants of the Slate. The province of Penn- 
sylvania was fir fl peopled by die friends cr cjuakers under 
the patronage of th^ir celebrated leader, William Ponn. 
But the liberal privilegiis oflFered to .all denominations, 
drew fcttlers froT» Ireland' and Germany as well as Eng- 
land; and the greateft part of the prefent inliablcants are 
emigrants from thofe countries, or their defcendants. In , 
F790, the number was four hundred and thirty-four thou- 
fand ;. in 1800, fix hundred and four thoufand, of whicli 
eleven hundred and fifty were flav^s. 

44*7.- ManufaSures. Pennfylvania is diftinguifhcd for 
its manufactures, . of which the principal are bar iron, 
nails, and almoft every fpecies of Iron callings ; paper, 
Taooks, lether, gun-powder, glauber's fait, flour, loaf- 
fugar, chocolate, hair-powder, fuuff> tobacco, utenfils and 
furniture of all kinds, carriages, hats, faddlery, beer and 
porter, fom^ cotton cloths, linen and ftockings, brick of 
an excellent fabric and beauty ; and a multitude of other 
articles* ITiemintof the. United States is at Philadel- 
phia* 

44S8 Commerce, The commerce of Philadelphia ex- 
tends to aU parts of the world, and compreheiids the pui- 
chafe and fale of every fpecies of commodity. The ex* 
ports confift moftly of the ftaple, flour, grain of feveral 
kinds, irouj utenfils of all kindsj mahogany furnivUrc, 
carriages, and other manufadbured articles, Eaft and Weft. 
India and European goods. The value of the exports 
from tliat city in 1800 amounted nearly to twelve mil- 
lions of dollars. 

449. State of Learnings In Pennfylvania is pne uni- 
veifity, the feat of which is Philadelphia 5 a college at- 
Carlifle and another at Lancaften There are numerous^ 
adaJemies and fchools in Phibdelphia and other large 
towns. The legiflature have rcferved fixty thoufand acres 
of 'land as a fund for fupporting public fchools. Th« 
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Moravinn academies, at Betblchem and Nazareth, afr 

o ted for (lri6l difciplm and motals. 

450. MUUia» The niiliLia according to returns made 
to the War-Office in the yes^r 1802, confifted of thirteen 
divifions, tweuty-fix brigades, aad one hundred and ih\rtY< 
eight regiments, containing feventy-fix thoufand effc^f 
ive infantry. No artillery, cavalry or grenadiets are 
mentioned in the returns. 

451. Conjiitution of Government, The power of maV 
ing law&isvefted in the general aflfembly confiding of 
two branches, a fenate and a houfe of reprefentatives* 
The repi-efentativcs are chofen for one year ; and the. 
number cannot be lefs than fixty nor more than a hun- 
dred. — The number IS determined by tlie legiflature and 
apportioned on the counties and the city of Philadelphia^ 
accoiding to the number of taxable inhabitants. The 
fenators are chofen by di drifts for four years, and the 
number cannot be lefs than a fourth, nor more than a^ 
third of the number of reprefentatiyes, 

452. Qualifications of Reprefentatives, and Scnatprs, T\>. 
entitle a man to be ^ reprefentative, he muft be twenty*, 
one years of age, a citizen and inhabitant of the ftate 
three years preceding his eleft ion, and one year a lefh. 
dentin the city or county vi which he is chofen. A fena-. 
tor muft be twenty one years of age, and have been 
four years before his eleftion a citizen of the {bate, and, 
one year an inhabitant of the diftrift hr which he is chofen.. 

453. Qualifications of the EfeSors. To entitle a maA 
to the privilege of voting for rulers, he muft be of legal 
age ; muft have refided in the ftate two years before the 
cleftion and have paid a ftate or county tax, whfcl^ has 
beenafTeffed fix months^before the election. The fons of 
elcflois, between tlie ages of twenty-one and twenty-two,^ 
are entitled to vote without haying paid taxes. Ekftions 
are by ballot. ./ 

454. Executive Po'wer. The fupreme executive pow- 
er isveftedina governor who is chofen on the fecond 
Twefday of Oftober, once in thiee years, bttf can hold tte- 
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4<t^ce no more than nine years in twelve. A plurality^ 
ojF votes decides the choice. The governor muft be 
tiiirty years of age, and muft have been a citizen and inn 
h^abitantof the ftatefor feven years, next before his elec* 
tion. He appoints the judges, joftices oi the peace, and 
moft other officers. But Sheriffs are chofen by the free-. 
nien> and can hold their offices Only three years in fix> 

4}55* judiciary. The judicial power is vefted in a, 
fopreme court, whofe jurifdidtion extends over the whol© 
{^ate, andfeveral fttbor(^nateceurLs, whofe power, is li^ 
mited to counties; or diftri^s. The judges hold their- 
offices during good behavior, but naay be removed by 
the governor on th^ addrefs of two thirds of thelegifkture^ 

i}56. Religion of the State. The principal denominan 
tions are friends or quakers, piefbyterians, epifcopaliansy. 
and cat;,|:iolics ; but there are many other perfuafions. 
AH denominations enjoy their pxinciples, and worihip> 
without control or diftinifUon, and no pcrfon believing 
in a God and^ a future ftate of lewards and punilhments*, 
is, difqualified for civil offices. 

!Pelawak,e« 

457« Situation and Extent of Delaware. The ftate o£ 
Delaware li^s on the weft ijde of the river and bay of 
^ fanje name, in the thirty-ninth and fortieth degrees, 
of latitude, and in the feventy-fixth degree of weft lon- 
gijtude. It is about ninety miles in lengthy, and on aa 
average, may be twenty-four in bredth. It may there-, 
lore conitain about one mUlton. three hundred and eighty 
thou&nd ajcres. 

458. Bounds and Name^ The ftate.is bounded on the* 
caft, by the river, the bay and the ocean ; on the fotitk 
and weft, by Marylsuid, and on the north, by Pennfylva-. 
nia. It i$ najoied after lord ©elawar, on« of the chief 
agents in the fetdement of Virginia. 

459. Face of the Country. The northern part of the 
ftate is hilly ; but the principal part is almoft perfealy 
level. Being on a nariow pcninfula, between the Dela-% 
HCa^e an4 Chefopeak, it has no large rivers y but it .i;^. 
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ioterfc^ted with many fmAll rj^'crs, creeks aad inlets, ITje, 
^principal rivers are the Brundywine, memcrable for die 
battle of September U, 1777^ and the Chriftiana, which 
«nke« and fall into the Delaware, belovy Wilmington. 

460. Counties and Towns. This ft ate is divided rnzp 
ihiee counties — Newcastle on the north — Kent in the 
middle, and Suflex on the fouth ; and into twenty-four 
dillri^Si called hundreds. The chief town is Wilin'mg- 
ton> a handfome town> on an elevation between the jBran- 
dy wine and Chriftiana "creeks, two miles from the Dela^ 
ware and twenty-eight from Philadelphia. It is laid out 
and built with regularity, on the north fide" of the Chriftr 
iana> which admits veiTels of fourteen feet draft to the 
town. It is a place of trade and manufadures, and has. 
a bank, called che bank of Delaware. 

461. Ne'wcafile and Dover, Newcaftle is a- ihiail 
town, five miles below Wilmington, on the Delaware. 
It is the oldeft town on that river j being built by- the^ 
Swedes about the year 1627. 

Dover is a fmall town on the fouth fide of Jone's. 
creek, foiu miles from the Delaware and forty-eight miles 
below Wilmington. It contains about a hundred honfes,< 
and in the midil of the town, a fpacious fquaxe. or green. 
It b the feat of government, and has an elegant court- 
houfe on the eatt fide of the^ fquare. 

462. InhahUants.. The firft fettlements, within the- 
lingtits of Delaware, were mad6 by the Swedes, and their 
defcendants ftill remain in that (late and^ in Pennfylva«< 
nia. But tlie principal part of the inhabitants are of Bn- 
tifh ©rigin. The number in 1790, was fifty-nine thoufand- 
— -In 1800, fix ty-four thoufand two hundred and feventy,, 
of which fix thoufand onehundred and fifty w^erc fiaves. 

463. Soil and PfoduSions, The northern parts of Dc-* 
laware confift of a ftrong clay ; the ibmhern part, of fand.. 
The foil is fruitful in all the kinds of grain, roots and 
plants, which are found in the fame latitudes, in other ' 
ilatesor countries \ but the (laple commodity is wheats- 
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464. Manufaaures* The principal mannfatfurc i» 
^t of flour. The mills cm the Brandy wine, near Wil-» 
siington, are twelve in numberr and among the moft in- 
genious and complete that are found in this country. Ovk 
the fame and other rivers, are milk for various other 
purpofe& — ^paper,, fauff^ nafl rods, wool cards, boltings 
cloths, and various other articles, are manufadured ia 
and near Wilmington. 

465. Commerce* This ftate altho, in the vicinity of 
the large city, Philadelphia, carries^ on no fmall foreign 
trade. Its exports in 1800,. amounted to more than fouc 
hundred and eighteen thoufand dollars. Befides wheat 
and other grain, lumber and various articles of manufac-- 
ture are exported to foreign countries,, and ta the neigh- 
boiing dates.. 

466. Schodr/i^ There are private fcbook in this flate^ 
and efpecially. in Wilmington* In 1796, the legiflature 
paiTed an a6L for creating a fund for the fupport of pub- • 
lie fchools. There is no college in the fbate, but an aca- 
demy at Newark, a £ew miles &om Wilmington.. 

467-^ Religiotu Perfuajionu In Delaware are many 
Chriftian denominations ; but the principal are the pref- 
byterians, epifcopaliatis, quakers and baptids. There ift 
a Swedifh church at Wilmington, and one of the oldeft in 
this countty« No preference is allowed by larw, to any 
particular church ; but every Jtian, chofen to an ofHce,. 
is required, before entering ion its duties, to fubfcribe ac 
declaration of his belief in the Trinity, and in the divine 
infpiration of the fcriptures. No clergyman can hold a 
civil office or be a member of the legiflaturc 

468. Government. Ey the conftitutlon, adopted m 
1790, thelegiflature confifts of two branches, called the 
general ailembly. The houfe of a/Tembly confifts of 
twenty-onfc members, chofen annually, feven from each 
county. Thefenate is compofed of nine members, three 
from each county, ele<5ted for three years ; one third re- 
newed every ^ar^ 



469ft (^ioR/kaiionf. Tobe drgibTetO'tfie fenateyaiilas 
muft be tfreoty-feven years of age— poffefs V9m hundre<i^ 
aeres of kmdr or real and* perfonal eftate to the vahie of 
two tbottfand fix hondred and fhctf-iix dollar? and tvrxy 
thirds. The reprefentatives muft be twenty-fbtif yeart old; 
and pofTefs a freehold eftate. Both mtrft have been three* 
yean refident mtheRate. Two years refidence and the 
payment of a tax aflefled Ax monthis before th# deftion, 
qualify a man to be an elc<^t*. 

470. Exeeutive, The executive authority is refted i« 
vh- governor, who is chofen for three years, and who can 
hold that office only three years in fix. He has no coun- 
cil, and makes moft of the appointments. Hb muflf be* 
thirty years of age, mnft have been fix years a citizeA of 
the ftate, and twelve years a xitizen of the United States* 

471. Jud^ts. Judgesof the courts are appbinTterf by 
the governor, and hold their offices during good behavioiv 
They are removable by impeachment>if two dlirds of the 
Iioufe of reprefentatives concur j and the governor may 
difplace them, on the addrefs of two thirds of the mem* 
bers of both houfes. Their folaries cannot be dimixiilhed 
vrhife in office* 

472. Stiuatton of Marylamh Maryland lies m the thir- 
ty-eighth and thirty-ninth degrees of latitude, dnd' extends 
from feventy- five degrees eight minutes to f<?venty-nihe 
degrees thirty-eight minutes o{ weft longitude. 

473. Bounds, Maryland has* the Athintic and d^e 
ftate of Delaware, on the eaft ; on the fouth and weft, it 
is feparated from Virginia by the Potomac, and a line 
from the fouth fide of that river, at its entrance into the 
Chefopeak, due eaft to the Atlantic ; on the north it i^ 
bounded by Pennfylvania* 

474. Extent. The length of Maryland is about one; 
hundred and thirty miics, and the brcdthj^one hundred 
and ten. Its furface may be abr.ut fourteen thoofand 



%ttare mile^y .conuiiung idinoft nine intlliont of acres; 
iut one ilxth part is coveied with water* 

4j75» Face 4kf th£ dmiOry. Tlie forfkce of this ibte 
is yaiiegated with hills, plains, bays, and rivers. The 
ClhefopeaJk penetrates, almoft the whole ilat« from fouth ' 
to north« From this extend rawf ^Bs^er bays and creeks 
in various diredions. On the eaft is a low plain to the 
Atlantic— on the weft, the cowitrjr is generally level, ex- 
cept the counties at the u^rth»weftem extreTnity of the 
ftate, which are diveriiSed with hilly and mountainous 
tra<5ts. 

476. SmaU Riven. In addition td the Sufquehanna, 
■which enters the Cjiefopeak in Maryland, on the weft, the . 
Fetapfco, which has its fources in Pennfylvania, enters 
the Che&>peak» }ufl: below BaHtxQore. The Pamxentpro- 
ceeds fro?» the northern part of ^e ftate and difcharges 
intp the fame bay, about iifteen miles nortli of the Poto- 
xna€« This is navigable for fiiips of burden about forty 
imles, and bositable twelve miles Cmther. Gn the caft 
are t4ie Chefter*thc Choptarik, the Nanticoke and tlie Po- 
cpmoke, all confiderable rivers rifing within or near the 
ftate of Delaware, and iiinning foutn-weft into the Chef- 
ppeak. They all furnifli navigable water for many miles. 

477. Counties, ^taryland contains nineteen counties 
befides ^e diftitd of Columbia. On the peninfula, eaft 
of the b£iy, called tlie Eaftem Shore^ are eight counties-^ 
Cecil, Kenty Queen Anns, Caroline, Talbot, Somerfet, 
Dorchefter, and Worcefter. On the weit are eleven coun- 
tiefr—fHartford, Baltitftore, A^n Arundel, Frederic, AHe- 
ganyi Wafftmgton, Montgomery, Prince George, Calvert, 
Chaarles, St» Mary's, 

478. JfiLahitanU. The white inhabitants of Mary. 
landare molblydefrendantsor emigrants from the Britifti 
(dominions, and a large part from lueland. In 1790, the 
whites were twa hundred and feventeen thoufand. — the 
flave^ one hundred and three thoufand. In 1800, the 
number of theflaves was one hundred and fevcjx^^>x- 
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iandy and the whites had nialti{^tiedto two hundred and 
forty-two thoufand. 

479. Soil and Produaions. The plains cf Maryland are 
fandy^bat the land in the northern parts of the /late h mo^^ 
]y a red clay or loam. The land produces all kinds of 
roots, plants and grain ; but the ftaple produdions are' 
wheat and tobacco. 

480. Commerce. The trade of Maryland cont^ in 
the export of great quantities of wheat, flour, tobacco, 
matz, pork, pig iron, lumber, and many conamodides of 
lefs value. Large quantities of flour from the interior of 
Pennfylvania are carried to Baltimore and fliipped for for- 
eign markets. In 1800, the value of the exports exceed- 
ed twelve millions of dollars. 

481. Chief Towns^ Baltimore ts now the third town . 
in population and trade in the United States. It lies' 
en a fmallarm of the river Petapfco, caHed bafon, fif- 
teen miles from the Chefopeak, about one hundred and 
iixty miles from the capes, and fixty from the head of Elk 
river. The town lies -in two divtfions. - Weft Baltimore 
lias but four feet of water, when the tide is out — but at 
Fell's point, or Eaft Baltim^>re, a mile below, is water for 
(hips of burthen, and one of the beft harbors in the United 
States. 

482. Progrefs of Baltimore, Before die revolution, 
Baltimore was an inconfiderable village ; but its favora- 
ble fituation for bufinefs and its fafety from an enemy, 
were perceived during the war and it grew with, great ra- 
pidity. Immediately after the war the ftreets were paved, 
a large market was built and the town aflumed the ap- 
pearance ofaiich commercial city. The fame circum- 
fiances have continued to operate in its favor. In 1 78$, 
it contained nineteen hundred and fifty koufes. In 179D, 
it contained thirteen thoufand five hundred fnhabitant&^in 
1800, twenty fix thoufand and fi^e hundred. There are 
in Baltimore four banks, befides a branch of the bank of 
the United States^ and five infuraace companies^ 



^lemmts of Ufiful KHowleif^e* 157 

4^3. Amnapoits. Annapolis isfituatedonafmallriver, 

*;called the Severn, near its jundion with the Chefopeak. 

It js on elevated ground, and commands a beautiful prof* 

-pe<9t of the bay* It contains two or three hundred hou- 

i^s^ which are fome of the largeft and beft built in the 

" United States, the town being the feat of goverment and 

the refidence of many wealthy families. The ftate houfe 

which is lajge and elegant, ftands on high ground, and 

*from that the ftreets diverge like rays of light in different 

directions. |o this town is a bank. 

484* Wafh'mgton. WaQiington in the diftnifl of Colum- 
bia, IS die feat of the national government. It is fituatcd 
on Patomac, and a river called the Eaftern Branch, at 
the point of jun(5bion about four miles from Georgetown, 
and five from Alexandria, in Virginia, in thirty-eight de- 
grees^ and fifty -three minutes of north-latitade. Tiu» 
pnftctpal ftreets are called avenues, and ai-e named after 
the feveral ftgies. They crofs each other in various an- 
gles, a«id are from one hundred and fixty to one hundred 
and thirty feet wide. The other ftreets are from ninety 
to one hundred and ten fe^^t wide. A btanch of the Uni- 
ted States bank is eftablilhed in this city. 
^- 485. BuiUlngt* The capttol, or houfe for the leglf- 
lature, is placed on an eminence witli a commanding prof- 
fe€t. One mile from that, is the Prefident's houfe, on 
another eminence, and in full view* They are bwilt of a 
beai^t^ul white ftone, from an ifland in the Patomac, forty^ 
Biiles below the city a ftone, which, when firft taken froiri 
the qoarry, is foft and eafdy wrought, but f ion hardens ia 
the air. 

486. Dlftria af Columbia. The iliftna of Columbia 
wasi^laid out, in purfuance of an a<5l of Congrefs of July 
16, 17$K), and of an adui tional aft of March % 1791* It 
is ten miles fquare, the center of which is near the center 
of Waihington, and itextends fo as "to include Georgetown 
in Maryland, and Alexandria, on the Virginia fide of the 
Patoroad. It is fubjeft to the fole and immedia<ft *\^i^\^- 
diflion of Congrefs. 

O 
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4H7. Literary InJlUuliom. The principal HttftitntiQin 
for the edncation of youth, are, Waftington academr, in 
Somerfet county, mftituted in 1779, Wafliingtan college 
at Chefter, founded in 1782, St. John's college at AnmLpo* 
lis, founded in 1 784, a college Georgetown, in^hnxed 
by the catholics, Cokeftury cellege in Harford coontf, 
inftituted by the methodifts in 1785, and St. Mary's col- 
lege in Baltimore. There are privaiie schools m isat^ 
places ; and many young men aie fent for their education^ 
either to Europe, or one of the colleges m the northern 
!ftates. * 

488. Religious' Denofnlnations^ Maryland was originally 
fettled by catholics fiom Ireland, and thefe are a numerous 
denomination. But there are alfo epifcopalians, preibyt* 
Brians, methodifts, quakers and other lefs confiderahle de« 
nt^minations. All religtcas perfuaiiona are itKfa%ed| 
•without diftinAion ; the rights of all are refpe£ted $ and 
s\o religious teft is required on admi^on to office, e^ccept a 
declaration in the belief of the chriAian fdigion. Ikt iJo 
gift, fale or devife of real or perfonal eftate to a miniiler of 
the gospel, as fuchjis valid^ withcmt the consent of t&e 

Icgiflaturc. 

489. Government. By the conftittitton of Maryland, 
dated Anguft 14, 1 776, the legiflature confifts oftto 
branches :; a fenate and houfe of delegates, ^hich arc 
Ailed " the General Affeinbly.? The annual feffiori is on 
the flrft Monday in November at Annapolis, 

490. Houfe ttf V^legatcf. The delegs^tes are chdeo 
by the freemen of the counties. They muft be cf age, 
rcii dents in the county one year preceding the eleSiorv 
aiul fofreifed of reul or perfonal eftate to the value of 
thirtef?n hundred and thirty three dollars and a thircJ;^ 
YcwT are elc^fted for each county. " An eleftor muft 'be r{ \ 
:it;e ; muft refidein tlie ccMinty where he oflTers to vote, 
and poircfs fiity acres of land in that county, or pdfefs 
pjoperty in the ftate to the value of eighty di^lars, vcA 
have re !i deaf in the county a year. The votes are given 

hy the yuicfi. 
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/Ifdl; Senaie. The fenate confifts o/ fifteen meml 
nine from the weftern and fix from the eaAern (koret wl 
muft be twenty-fiye yeafcs of age, of three years refiden^ 
in die ftate, and poflefs real and per fonal property to tl 
vadue of two thouiand dx hundred and fi^Ltyfix dollai 
and two thirds. They hold their feats for five years. 

492. Choke of SimUors^ The ele<ftors' in the ftate* 
chufe, on thefirft day of September, two perfons in each? 
eounty to be ele^rs of the fenate. Thefe electors meet 
at Annapolis on the third Monday of the fame qaonth, 
and ele^ by ballot fi:fteeu perfons for fenators. 

49S. Executive. The gOYernot of Maryland is cho- 
fen by the General affembly on the fecond Monday of 
l^ovember. The two houfes vote feparately and by bal- 
lot, m cafe of an equal vote between two men, the eledion 
is determined by lot* The governor may be continued 
m office for three years $ af^er which he cannot be ele(fled 
for the four facceeding years. He has a conncil of five 
to affift him in his duties. 

4194* Jiidieiary. Thefupreme court of law, is calleA 
riie «* general court.'* The judges of tliis court, the 
chancellor, and all judges and juftices, the attorney gene- 
\^WdXi officers of the militia, and mod other officers are ap- 
pointed by the governor and counciL The judges hold 
leir office during . good behavior. . 
495. Powers of the Executive, The governor is com -4 
landerin chief of the militia, and with confait of tha 
mnctl, he may embody them. He may grant reprieves, 
id pardons, and during the recelsof thealTembly, may 
an embargo. He may alfo compel (liips to ride quar- 
line, onftrong grounds of fufpicion that they aie in- 
with a'pedikntial difeafe. 

Sheriffs. The (}jeri£Fs are eleaed by ballot in the- 
pral counties, commiflion^d by the governor, and hold 
office for three years. After that term they cannot 
s<5led to the fame office, until the expiration of four' 
The flieriffmuft be of legal age and h'AjJ'i. ^\^t^- 
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trty in the Gountyy to the value of twenty.fix huodred^dl 
£xty-fu doU^Sy and two thirds* « 

Virgin u. 

497« Sitvaiiw^ Virginia extends from thirty^fix ifo. 
grees and a half to forty and a ha]f» of north latitude, and* 
from faventy>fiye degrees* fifty-four nunutes to eighty 
three degrees eight ipinutes of wedlongttode* 

498« Bournit. The Atlantic is the eaftem boundary, 
of Virginia ; Noith-Cafolina axid TeneiTee are iu limits, 
on the fouth % on the vreft, it is bounded by. the great 
Sandy river» and a fouth line from that river to Novth- 
Carolicai vhicb feparates it fiom Kentucky ; and on ths^ 
north- weft and norths by the Ohioi Pennfylrania, and tb% 
Potomac. 

499. Eiiieni. The utrooft extent of Virginia is' tbrecr 
hundred and fifty miles, by two hundred and twenty- 
five, but the aye^rage lei\gth ^x^^ bredth are not more than' 
three hundred and thirty miles by one buiidredand fev-, 
enty. Thefe dimen^ons give fifty-fix tbouijuid and one 
hundred fquare mil^s, and thirty fv^f^ millions^ zune hun< 
dred and four thoufand acres.^ The a^oal number ol. 
acres is probably greater^ on account of thexnountains in 
the wefternpart. of the ftate ; and perhaps a zniUion of 
acres may be covered with water, 
I. 500. MoutUMti^. Vafl ridges of mountains extend 
from north-eafl to fouth- weft, through the interior of 
Virginia. The firft great range» on the eails is the. 
Blue ridge, then the north mountain, Jackfon^ moon- 
tain, andfome fmaller. elevations ;. then the higheft and 
principal range, called the Allegany. On the weft is 
tlie Laurel mountain, and finally the Cumbeilaad, which 
bounds the ftate. 

501. Bays dndRiwrs. The great Chefopcak enters 
the land within Virginia, between the capes called, Cape 
Charles and Cape Henry. Into this bay are difcharged 
fome ofthelargeft rivers > in the United States, viz.. the 
y^otomRc, the Rappahannoc, York, andPowhattan riveis., 
nefe rivers proceed fioin the tuoutiXaXtiH ^tv^ i^ix'wxvw^ x 
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feudi^eailern' courfe, water ixnmenfe tra^s of country, and 
fiamiQinavigable or boatafele water to die very foot of 
the Allegany^ 

502.^ Smaller Rt*0€rs, On the fouth, the Nanfeniond 
aftd Elizabeth rivers, which have their fources in and 
Dear the great fwarop, called the Ditoal, enter the bay 
near Norfolk^ The Appomattoxj a'conliderabie- branch 
of the James, enters that river from the fouth-weft, at 
Bermuda Hundred.. This bears veffels of . fifty tuils to 
Beterfburg. On the m^rthr are tl>e Chickahommtny and 
the Rivanna, two eonfiderable tributary dreams cf the 
Powhattan,- The Roanoke hasits four ces in Virginia. - 
On the weft of the. mountains are the great Kanbaway, 
the M6nongahela> and the Yohogany, which aUb liave- 
their fources in this ftate. 

503. S^am^s. The raoft remarkable fwamp in the 
United States is the Difmal Swamp, or Great Difmalron 
the fouthern border of Vh-ginia near the Atlantic. It is 
one extended oog of thirty miles by ten, and is the 
fQurce of five confiderable livers. The foil fuftains pei- 
fons walking on hy but trembles under the feet. It is 
overgrown with reeds* ijriars^ cyprefs, white cedar and 
an almoft impenetrable thicket ctflbrubbery*. In the 
midft of it is a- large pond or lake. . _ 

504f. Mount Ferrwru On the weftern bank of the Pa- - 
toniac, nine m ileJs below Alexandria, is tlie feat of the late » 
general Waihington. Thelioufe ftands within fifty yards 
of the brink of a Iv'gh fteep bank, at a bend ia the river, 
which affords a view of an ex ten five and delightful land- - 
feip. The houfe is large but niore magnificent than ele- 
gant. On the weft is a handfome bowling green, and on 
each fide ferpentine walks, bordered with trees j a fiower 
garden on one fide, and on tiie other a . kitchen garden. . 
The pofition and the improvements all ren^red it a char- 
ming retreat, and worthy of the illuftriotrs proprietor. 
'. 505. CiimaU,^ The eaftern and fouthern parts of Vir-^ 
ginia have a mild atmofphere, as they are near the At*- 
katic, aad approach the latitudes where vvinter is rarely^ 
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known in feveritf. Thefe parts are moftly kvel, and the 
waters are bordered with marihes* that expofe the inhabe 
t&nt^ to autumnal difeafes. The interior and. mountainaisi 
tra<fts have a colder atmofphere in winter, butd^y and {li^^' 
ubrious in fuioimen So mild arq the winters In tho^ 
ibutliern part of the ftate, that the fig, theolire a;iid tUs, 
pomegranate will come to perfedUon, aQ4 from the £rA^ 
fettlementof thecountryy cattle have fubriiibed> in com*, 
mon winters, on the gcafs and flirubs« 

506. Soil and ProduSions* The ei|fter(i aQd fouthenx 
parts of the ftate are moftly fandy: — the northern and 
veftem parts are clay, loam or gravel, the rivers are bor- 
dered with rich mold. The ftaple pro4u6):ions are wkea^^ 
and tobacco ;^ cotton i$ alfo raiied for domeftic uie, and 
maiz f'^^rms the principal food of. the flaves. Cyder ^u^ 
peach brandy are made in oonliderable quantities. « 

507* Caiilf and Horjeu Great humbers^of ejccelknt 
cattle are raifed in the weftern apd mountainous parts-of- 
Virginia ; wherie they ha^ve a wide range i.:,d fubfift fam* 
raer and wirvter in the woods, uixlefs in very; iatemperate, 
winters. Virginia is aUo remarkable for its bceed of ele«v 
gant horfes, which is from England, ami i& cultivated, 
with greajt care and expenie, 

508. Counties and To'tuns* V.irginia is; divided intO; 
eighty-two counties, two oC which are on the eaftem 
lliore at the extremity of the peninfula. But the towaa. 
are not numerous nor large, the people being generally; 

, fettled on plantations. Norfolk a borough ,on the. lootL^ 
em (hore of the bay, juft within the capes, is the cbifif- 
commercial port, and contained in the yeiar 1800, thiee/ 
thoufandj five hundred whites, and three thQciiajid blacks^. 
Here is a branch qf ^he bank of the United States*^ 

509. Other Conftderabie Towns. Wil)iamfl>urg, be?-, 
tween the York aad Powhattan, formerly the feat of gov- 
ernment is a pleafant town and contains a college. Rich? 

. mond, on the northern bank of tlie Powhattan, and tkr 
p;i^fent feat of government contained in 1800, three thoifr 
iUnd^four hundred and fifty whites, and two tboujCaad three 
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^iixsdred blacks, Fettrfbtvrg^ on th^ A^potaattox^ ]& a 
glace of coafiderable trade. Alexandria, on the bank 6f^ 
<t{ie Potomac, is a place of active thilyingconpxHercex.and, 
bete is eftabMihed a bank* Wincbefter, on^the Qpecaa-^ 
^reeky one hundred and ten miles nprtb-wefferly. from, 
Alexandria^ IS a cpHfiderable town^ as Is Fiederickfburg^ 
i^ the fouth bank. of the Rappahannoc,. and Staunton^, 
on a branch of the Potomac, one htmd:;ed mil^.fouth-^. 
wefterly of Winohefter. 

510. ItthahitafUs* Virginia was oiiginally. fett^d aU.. 
nioft wholly by Englilh people, who Hiow . their defcent^^ 
J»y their chaiatjer and language. The lands below the. 
moixatains are modl^ divided into feparate plantations, 
fill which the propiietor-reiidesjand thefe are c^ii^y. 
cultivated with fl^ves. The inhabitants in 1790, . vrere,.. 
w,hites, : live "hundred and 6fty-five thousand— -flaves, twa. 
hundred and ninety-tw:o thoufand. In 1800, th^ white$ . 
iwere five hundred and forty ^ t^ipufand > flftves, three, 
h^uadred and forty-fix thouftmd.. 

. 511; MiUtia> The military force of this ftati^ is com-, 
fKjfedof four divifions, nineteen brigades, nin^ty-pne re- . 
giments, and fifty, fu thoufand privates-^^all iafantiy. 

512. Public Inftituilof^s. An aCocjation for infurance, 
agsiiriftjofles by fire is eft^blifhed, in this.ftate, which., 
is vctiyextenfive.. A ftate bank is eftablifhed at Rich-, 
uaond, with a capital of a , million and a half of dollars^.. 
in which the {bate, is iatereded to tlie amount of one fifth. 
Qtanches of thi;^ bank .are placed inl^oifolk, Peter(burjg;, 
and Frederick(burg. 

'518. Commerce, Formerly thfif principal article of' 
ejcport was tobacco, of which from fifty to fixty thou-, 
f^nd hogflieads were . produced in a , year. - Within a few^ 
T^ars, -the planters have rai^ lefs tobacco, and more 
^heat. Of both thde articles, apd of flqui- and maiz, 
great quantities ;#e exported. Lumber cpnftitutes another, 
chief article of export. The amount of exports in 1800, 
was about four millions and a half-— in 1796, it ri^fei 
above five millions. ^ 
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si*. Seminaries ofLeaiming* The coUege in . WiK 
iamn)arg9 was founded during the reign of WiHiam and 
darj, and called by their names. . It was endowed by- 
hem with twenty thoufand acres of land» and the proc- 
eeds of a duty of one penny on the pound oftobaccoex— 
orted — with a duty on (kins and furs exported^ and h'quorr 
oiported. It is under the government, of twenty vlfi- 
orS} a prefident and profefTors in the moft impoitant- 
ranches of .fcience. X^ere is alfo a college in thexeunty 
f Prince Edward^mnd academies in the principal towtjs, 
s weU a:s numerous fchook in other parts of the- 
Late- 

51 5. ReJigitms Denvmtnaiions. Tlie religious denomi-- 
ations are chiefly prefby tor ians, epifcopalians, baptifts 
nd methodlRs. All men are indufged in their religious 
pinions and worftiip, without the interference of law. . 
''rem the fcattered mode offetilcment in this date, the 
hutches are lefs numerous, than in the more^crthem> 
feates. Minifters of the gofpel tire incapable of being, 
leded members of the legiflatureor piivy council. . 

516. Government The legiflattire of Virginia, by an ' 
rdinance of the reprefentatives of the (late in conven- 
Ion, dated July 5, 1776, confifts of- two branches — ^a^ 
oufe of delegates, compofed of two members for a coun- 
y — ^and a fenjtfe compofed of twenty-four members, cho- 
jn in diftri^s, Thefe houfes conftitute the General Af- 
smbly. — The fenators hold their places for four years, 
tne fourth being removed annually by rotation. . The 
iolegates are eledted annually^. . 

117. Qualtfications. . No fpeclfic value of property i$^ 
equired to qualify a man for fcnator or delegate in Vir- 
inia ; but both muft be freeholders and refidents in the 
iftriA or county for which they are elefted, and the 
:naiors muft be twenty-five years of age.. The eledors- 
Lfo muft be freeholders. 

518. Mode of enaSlng La<tvs. AH bills for laws mnft ' 
riginate ia the houleof delegates \ btu the fenate zaay? 



l^opofe sinimidments, except in money bilk. The concur^ 
seo^e^of both branches is neceifary tc^conftitutea-law. 

5I9. Exectatve^ AgoTernor^is aenuaUy chofenbf 
the two h<)ufe$«of afTesnl^y, by ballat^ each bode voting 
ieparately. He may be continued in office f(E»- three 
^]pears> and is then ineligible fbf four yeafs^ in ih^ceffion* 
To ail^ft. him in theadmiaiftrattony he has • a privy coun- 
cil of eight membeis, chofen by joint bsdiot' of the two 
bou&sy from their own number , or- the people at large. . 
T^o of their nuiQber are removed every three years by 
jpint ballot pf the two^houies, and they, remain ineli<«^ 
gibk for the three following years« A member' of. the 
epuncil cannot fit in either houfe. of.^ afiembLyt 
, 520*/ ymUciary.. The courts- axe» a fopremercourt of 
af^ieals, a general court, a couit of chancery, and county 
courts. The/ judges and jufticea of- the peace-' are ap* 
pcKnted by J(unt ballot of. both houies of> afiembly, and 
comtifiifiloned by thagoverhor^. l%e jud|^s hold theip 
offices during goad befaavior,. and have &xcd falanes* 
The flieri$s and coroners are nominated by the county* 
court«» approved by the governor and council, and com**- 
mifiloned by the governor.. ConlUbles are appotntedbyy 

tbejuftic^Sy ' , 
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521. SUuaiion* North-Carolina is (ituated betweeaf: 
ihirtyrtliree degrees fifty, minutes — ^and thirty-fix degreer; 
thirty minutes of north latitude ; and between feventy-iu» 
degrees and eighty^'three' degrees eight-minui^ of wed: 
longitude. 

522. BovnJs' TWs ftate has the Atlantic on.rh^- 
caii, tihe ftate of South-Carolina on the fduth» Tene&e 
on the weA, and Virginia on the norths ^ 

523. Extent. The length of North-Garolinay ea ft and' 
weft, is thiee hundred and fifty miles, and its bredtb ot>' 
an average, is about one hundred and fift^>» TV^^^nsA-^^'^^ 
rfthe ft^te therefpre coatains a\»>xv tivj^x^^ ^^^^iSasN^ 



five bttodr^ iqii^re mflasy and upwards of thixtf-tBree 
niUioos of acres. , 

£3i. Mmmumu. l%e forface of North-Carolma, (ot 
wott than a hundred miles from the ocean, is sm extend^ 
td iandy plain. Weft of that plain the Jaad rifet jnco 
btQiasdaiountainst which are the continuation of the 
Allegany ridgact but in this ftate they are ibmednies 
called the Appalachian aaoontains. 

525. Share of IStfirtk^-CaroHna. ^Almoft the ^ok oT 
this ftate is borckred with a beak of iknd, nearly a mile 
in bredth- Withinthis is a channel called the Swofli, 
which, is navigable for Imall veflels. . The principal pa^ 
ages or inlets thiDugh the bea«fa are; Ocracdc^ Roanokei 
and Corritacy which admit Teffcis of {ome burden* 

526. Si>unds. On the coaft of North<}iiraltna are twa 
lai^e founds or lakes. Albemarle foundy exlendin/^ Cittf 
miles from the. fea,.and of about ten miles in brediK re* 
ceives the waters of the lloanoke, and Clkywan rivers» 
£amptico found is one buadred miles in length, and fiom 
ten to thirty ip ^redth. It receives the Ntii^ and tfal, 
Tar» and'commuaioates with the ocean by Ocracoc tnler. 

52?. Capeu On the coaft of this ftate are the capes 
Hatterasy Lookout^ and Fear» all formidable to fearoen. 
Hatteras is a point of land, or fand beach, extending 
far into the ocean ^ and beyond this is fhoal vrater, for 
five or fix leagues. On and near this cape, the weather is 
often tehipeftuous or fqually, and remarkable for frequent 
thunder (lorms. To the fouthward are Cape Lookout 
and Cape Fear. 

528.. Swamps. Between the Albemarle and PanajK 
tito founds, lies a vaft bog, called the Difmal^ Similar to 
that on the border of the ftate of Virginia, It cotcts 
more than five hundred fqn are miles, and three hundred 
thoufand acres. . It contains a lake of eleven miles by fe* 
ven in extent, which is connefi:ed with ^navigable river, 
entering Albemarle found. A fimrlar bog lies near the 
fouth line of the ftate, called Green Swamp, hat of kii 
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929i. Crtmafe and Sbil. The fiat lands from the ocean 

to the Riountainsy of nearly a hnndred miles in extent^ 

ifs^ntain much barren Tandy abounding with pines. On 

^ banks of the rivers, the land is fertile^ as it is in the 

iarerior and mountainous pans of the date* 

530. Stapk Cammo^tier, Wheat, tobacco, maiz and 
MBOtton are raifed in great abundance $ as well ns the infe- 
rior forts of grain. The cotton is planted yearly, as 
there is froft enough in winter to kill the ftalks. .The 
^aft forefts of the pitch pine furniih great qaantities. of 
^ttirpentine, whieh is made into tar, and exported. 

531. ManufaBuret* The chief manufacture is that of 

vcocton, for domellic clothing. Almoft every family has 

aftnall plantation of cotton for its own confumption f 

snd it is cleaned, fpun and wove in prrvate families. This 

<con(litutefi the principal article of cloihing for common 

nfeand for\he (laves. In the interior of the ftate are 

leveral furnaces and forges for themanufadure of iron. 

" B&% Exports* Tl)e exports are, wheat, tobacpo, maiz, 

-turpentine, t^r, pitch, lumber, and fome fmaller articles. 

.The difficulty of ^entering the Tivers in -North-Carolina^ 

aadthe unfafety of the harbors from the flam efs of the 

KTOuntry, and the confeqn^nt expofuie to winds, prevents 

theeftablidiment of any great mart in the ftate. A con- 

>iid<*rahle part of the commodities are conveyed to a mar^ 

ket, through Virginia and South-Carolina* The exports 

in 1800, amounted to the value of fe^en hundred and 

iicty-eight thoufknd dollars. 

533. Ctmntifs and Inhahiiants. North-Carolina is du 

-vided into fiftyeigSt counties, which contained in 1790, 

two hundred and ninety-four thoufand white inhabitants, 

.and one hundred thoufand flaves. In 1800, the inhabit- 

#imts were four hundred and feventy-eight thouiand, of 

whom one hundred and thirty-three thoufand were dares. 

.534, Cbkf To^vrtsl In this (late, as in Virginia, the 

inhabitants moftly reiide on plantations. There are no 

large towns ; the principal are Edenton oxvtKft T<at>^c\.«K\^^ 

•C Albemarle fouKd ; N^wbem, on Oiit'Hva.fe^^x.'Ocka^^'^ 
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BucQce of the Trent ; WUmi&gtdn^ontbe eaftera bnntick 
of Cape Fear rt^er^ which are places of txAde. Halif^s^ 
onche Roan<^e» Ax miles below the falls; WXtRxxoixghf 
one hundred and eigfaif miles 'weft ward o£l^twhemt the 
^prefent feat of -goyemiDenty and Fayettriiiey on the Cape 
Fear, a hundred miles above Wilmington-^efe are the 
' chief towns, none of which contain more than four or 
five hundred «houfes« 

5S5. Stale 0/ Learning, fn 1789thelegif]ature pafied 
an aft» incorporating a number of perfons» as truftees of 
a univei dcy to be eftablifli^d, and funds were fupplied for 
the pur^ofe of ere&ing buildings. There is an acade- 
my at Warrenton, and a few others in the ftate : bat 
the education of all claiTes of people is not geaeral In 
1803, however, the legiilatuie pafled an a6t for the ef- 
tablifliment of public fchools. 

536. StaU of Religion. The chief religii3us denomi- 
Dations in the IVate are, prefbyterians, epifcopalians, me^ 
thodiUs, baptifts, quakt:rs and moravians. I^j the confti"- 

' tution, perfeA liberty of confcience and woHhip is ei^- 
joyed, without dldin^ion or preference. No .perfcm can 
be compelled to, attend worfbip contra^-y to his faith or 
judgment ; nor to contribute towards the building of a« 
church or maintenance of a minifter : nor can a minifier 
of the gofpel while fuch be a member of the legiflature 
or council of ftate. No perfon denying the being of a 
God, or the truth of the proteftant religion, or of the 
fcriptures, can hold any civil office. 

537. GovemmenL By the conftitatioA of the ftate, 
eftablifhed December 18, 1776, the legitiative authority 
is vefted in two branches, a Senate and a Houfe of Con^ 
monif which compofe the General Ajftmhlj. The raenr- 
bers are chofen by ballot annually ; for the fenate, om 
perfon in each county $ for the commons, iwo pecfoils in 
a county, and one for Edenton, Newbern, Wilmington, 
S^difbury, Hilliborough and Halifax^ 

538. Qualifications, A candidate for the fenate muft 
have refidcd iathe county he is to repreient, one year. 
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^amdrntift poffef^durmg that time at lead diree hundred 
■acres of land in fee. A candidate for the commons muft 
alfo have refided a year in the county, and have poffeffed 
for fix months, one hundred acres of land, in the county, 
cither in fee or for life. 

53a Eleffors. All freemen pf legal age, who have 
heen inhabitants of any county in the ftate, for one year 
. before the day of ele<Slion, and who have for fix months, 
poffeffed a freehold of fifty acres of land, in the fame 
•county, are entitled to vote for fenators. To qualify a 
perfon to Vote for a member of the commons, nothing 
moie is heceffvy than -a yeaV's refidence and payment of 
publ'c taxes. 

540, Executive. The^ governor of Ncrth*-Cavolina 
is eledted annually, by the joint ballot of the two houles 
of the legifldture at their firft meeting. He is eligible 
to that office only thre^ years in fix. He mud he thirty 
years of age, a telident for five years in the ftate, and 
poffefs a treehold in lands and tenentfents, above the 
value of twenty-fiye hundred dollars. 

54? h GounciL The two houfes, at their firft annual 
meeting; chufe by joint ballot, fe/en perfons, to be a ' 
council of ftate for one year, to advife and'affift the gov- 
ernor in the duties of his office. They ai-e to enter thgir 
proceedings in a journal, which is to be laid before the 
legiflature, when called for. 

S-i-f* Judiciary and other jippotntmenti. The General 
Affembly, by joint ballot of the houfes .appoint Judges of 
the fupreme courts of law and equity^ and the attorney 
general, who are commiffioned by the governor, and 
hold their offices during good behavior. In the fame 
manner are appointed all general and field officers of tlie 
militia, the treafurer and fecretary. Tbej unices of the 
peace are commiffioned by the govemori on the recom- 
mendation- of the reprefentatives of the counties, and re • 
main in office duting good behaviOf. 

543. Ferfons precluded from the Z^fgijlafurt^ ^V^ ^'^'^ 

lowing officers are pTcrhsdetitiOia a fr-atva. x^x^O^^^sx^ 
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Affcmblf— clergymen — ^receivers of public monies, whfle 
in arrcar to the ftate — the treafurer— officers In the 
irmy and navy— contradors and agents forfupplying 
the army or navy— councillors of ftate— judges of the 
fnpreme courts of law and equity— atbeifts and infidels. 

544. Powers of the Executive. The governor is com- 
mander in chief of the militia. He has povret lo dt^.w 
from the treafury, and apply fuch money as the law d\». 
redts, for the contingencies of the government. With 
advice of council, he may lay an embargo for thirty days,> 
in the recefs o/ the aiTendbly. He may grant pardons 
and reprieves, unlefs in cafes profecuted by the general 
afTembly ; and in fuch cafes until the next ftffionofthal 
body. In cafe of his death, inability or abfence, his of- 
fice may be exercifed by the fpea)^er of the {toztc; or 
if this officer (hould fail, by the fpeaker of the commons. 

Sovth-Carolina. 

545. Situation* South-Carolina is fituated witliia 
the thirty-third, fourth and fifth degrees of north lati- 
tude ; and extends from feventy-eight to eighty-three de- 
grees of weft longitude, lunning from the Atlantic near- 
ly in a north- wefterly dire^ion. 

546. Bounds* On the north, lies North-Carolina— 
on the eaft the Atlantic — on the fouth and weft, the ftate 
is divided from Teneftee and Georgia, by the Savanna 
and its head branches, the Tugulo and Chatuga. 

547. Extent. The bredth of this ftate, on the Atlan- 
tic, is one hundred and fixty miles, but is narrowed al- 
moft to a point on the weft. Its average length may be 
two hundred and ten miles, and the bredth, one hundred 
and twenty,^ giving an area of more than twenty-five 
thoufand fquare miles, and fixteen miBions of acresw 

548. Surface and Soih On the Atlantic, is a fandy 

plain, extending in Carolix^ and Georgia, from thirty to 

fo^ty miles from the fca-— then the land ri&s for a fev 

JnileSj by /andhills cr Tluges t^o WtA\^^ ^wx est more 

above the level of the fea v ^^^ ^tioxJiYW v^^vt. c^Twajt 
. th:in Bity mik% begins and ex^t^i^ >we^v^^^^^ tv^l^^v^ 
I _ 



Ekmenit of Ufeful Knonvkdgt. 171 

a light fandy loam, of about afoot deep on a ftratumof 
clay. The land then rifes by broken ridges, for a few 
miles, into a. third plain of thirty or forty miles m extent, 
whofefoil is loam, with a mixtnre of gravel. Th^ 
commence the mountainous tra£ls> which gradually rile 
fcr one hundred and fifty miles further, 

54?9. Climate. The ftate of South-Carolina occupies 
a region, wheie winter is fcarcely known. Froll and . 
fnow appear occafionally, but are of fhort duration. The 
furhmers, in the flat country, are very inconveniently 
fultry. Near the marftiy borders of the rivers and inlets, 
the air is humid, unelaftic, and unhealthy; the human' 
body is <»xhaufted with heat and perfpiration, efpecially 
daring the night. Themuflcetoes alio are fo vexatiousi 
as to make it neceflary to fleep under pavilions, 'The in^ 
terior count! y enjoys a fine temperate falubrious air in 
furamer, an<l the winter feafon is every where delightfut. 

550. ProduBtons. This ftate produces almoft all 
the kinds of grain, fruits and plants which are found in 
the United States. The ftaple produi^ions are cotton and 
rice. The cotton of the iflandsnear the (here is of a fine 
long ftaple, and of the firft quality. Wheat and maiz 
are produced in great abundance, with the inferior kinds 
of grain. Indigo is alfo cultivated to advantage. The 
apple docs not thrive in this and other fouthern climates ; 
but the tropical fruits, oranges, lemons, figs, and others, 
together with the fineft melons and peaches, are the pro- 
duce of this ftate. 

551. Divi/ionof the Stale. South Carolina isdlyided 
into twenty. three diftri6ts, or precln^^ls. Some of thefe 
are divided into counties or parifhes. Charlefton, George- 
town and Beaufort diftrlfts are fituated on the fea coaft, 
in what is called the.lower country. Thefe contain nine- 
teen parishes. The other dillridts are in the interior 
country. 

552. Chief Towns. Gharlefton, the largeft town in 
South-Carolina, is fituated on a point of land at the junc- 
tion of the rivers. Cooper iand Aftiley^ wlvl^b. \iscv\& -^xw^ 
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form a fpacious harbor in front of the to wn^ "rBe fend 
rifes but a little above high water, and hsis more than 
once been ovei flowed by the water^ when roipeJled inta 
the harbor by a violent eafi wind. It is more healtiiy than 
the low country in its neighborhood, and on that ac- 
count the planters oftea leave their, eftates and refide m 
the town in fummer. 

555. Butltllngt and Tnhabitanii* The city of C\\ai\d- 
ton is well built'i but its ftreets, except one, are nairow. 
They are in general regular, and fiave fijbtenaneous 
drains. The houfes are generally of brick, and many of 
them elegant. The publtc buildings are, an exchange, a 
Aate-houfe, a banlc, an armory,^ an alras^ioufe, an or> 
phan's houfe, and the churches, which, are twelve in twiin- 
ber. The inhabitants in 1791i were flxteen thoufand,al- 
inoftone half blacks. In the year 1800^ the numfierof 
iree whites was eight thoufand eight hundred andf«eniy 
-—that of the Haves, nine tl*oufaff^ and fifty — ^wh\c\r 
numbers, with the ixee blacks, tnadean ablegate ofal- 
moft eighteen thoufand inhabitants. In this city are two 
banks, befides a branch ©f the bank of the Uni:ed 
States. 

554. Other Towns, On Winyaw bay, (ixty miles north- 
eallerly ol Charlcfton is Georgetown, containing three 
or foui hundred houfes, and a place of fome trade. Beau- 
fort, on Port Royal ifland, about forty miles fouth-weft of 
Charlefton, is a fm all but pleafant town. Columbia, die 
feat of government, but a fmall town, about one hundred 
and fifteen miles Jiorth-wefterly of Charlefton, is on the 
Congaiecjuft below tiie junftion of the Broad and Salu- 
da. I'o thefe rnay be added Camden, Cambridge, Piii' 
ryfburg, and foroe others j but the inhabitants relide 
chiefi>; bn plantations, 

555, Inhahiiants of the State^ South -Carolina was at 
firft fettled by Englifli people ; but it received confidera- 
ble acceflions, from Germany, Switzerland, Ireland, and 
Scotland ; and was not a little aided in population by 
Frenjih proteftants, who fled from perfecution, near the 

clofe of the fcventeeDith century. Iti \n^O,x:cife^^Wt ^v4 
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not contain more than fix thoufand white inhabitants ; in 
1755, forty thoufand whites, and doable the number of 
blacks ; in 1790, one hundred and forty-two thoufijnd 
whites, and one hundred and fpven thoufand blacks ; in 
ISOOj nearly two hundred .thoufand whites, and a hun- 
dred and forty-iiz thoufand blacks. 

556. Manufaaureu The value of the chief coinmo- ' 
dities of South-Carolina is fuch, that the planters find 
more profit in exporting them^ and importing their cloths 
and furniture than in manufadiures. In the.s interior 
country however, fome cotton and woolen cloths are 
made in families fpr their own ule, and this branch of bur 
finefs is growing; Near the Catawba is a rich vein of 
iron ore, and furnaces and forges are ere<aed for feparating ^ 
and working the metal, in feveral of the interior diftrifts, 
as in York, Spartanburg, Grenville and Pendleton. 

557. Commerce. The chief articles of export are cot- 
ton, rice, indigo, tobacco, deer fkins, turpentine, tar, pitch, , 
rofin, myrtle wax and lumber, with vaiious inferior com^- 
modities. The cotton is exported to Great- Britain~the 
tobacco moftly to France. The amount of exports in 
1800, was upwards of ten millions and a half of dollars. 
The principal feat of commerce, is Charlefton. 

558. Seminarus of Learning. . Gendemen of property 
have been accuftpnied to fpnd their ^ fans and daughters 
to England for an education. Some of them fend their 
ions to one of the colleges in the northern ftates. There 
are feveral inftitutions in die ftate, called colleges arid 
academies-^a college in Charlefton : one at Winnlbor* 
ough, in Camden diflrii^, one at Cambxidge, and one at 
Beaufort, with confiderable fund^. There are feveral 
academies and fch^ols in Charledon, Beaufort, and other 
parts ef the ftate. The South 'Carolina CoUrgey was in- 
corporated in 1801, with an appropriadpn of fifty thou,, 
{and dollars for ercidling buildings in Columbia, and fix 
thouland dollars yearly to maintain inftruAors. 

559* Rciiglous Dmominaiions. The religious ^erCvk-?^ 
fions are the fame as in other ft«Lte^-«-^xe&>'^x&\\a2Kw%^^^^'^ 
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copalians, baptifts, methodifts and others of le/s confider* 
ation. Theiree exercifc of leligious woiOiip \s g^uaraxi'* 
teed to all perfuafionS) without dllHndion ; and no miiw 
iftcr of the gofpeU during the exercife of his paftoral 
Itin^ions is eligible to the office of goyernor, or to a /ear 
in either houfe of the general a^mbly, 

560. Government, By the conftituliotv, e^abWftied 
June S, 1790, the legiflature confifts of two houfes, ^ 
fenate and a houfe of rcprefentatives, called the general 
aflembly. The fenate is elcded for four years, and the 
houfe of reprefeniatives for two. One half the fenate ii 
changed by' rotation, eveiy fecond year. For the pur- 
pofes of eledling members of both houfes, the ftate is di-^ 
vided into convenient diftri^ls, and ele<5Vioiis are by baWot. 

561. Qualifications of Senators. To be eligible to a 
feat in the fenate, a perfon muft be a free white ma/e, 
thiity years of age, a citizen or reiident in the ftate^^* 
years ; and if a refident in the diftrift, where eleSed,, 
he muft po/Kjfs an vmin cumbered freehold eftate of the 
value of thirteen hundred and thirty three dollars and ^ 
third — if a non-refident, he muft poffefs a clear freehold 
eftate in the diftridt, of four thoufand four hundred and 
forty-four dollars and forty-four cents. 

562. Qualifications of a Repreftntative, To qualify a 
perfon for a feat in the houfe of reprefentatives, he muft 
be a free white male, of legal ape, a citizen and refideni 
in the ftatefor three^years. If a refident in the diftii^i 
he muft pofTefs a freehold of five hundred acres of land 
and ten negroes, drof the, value of fix hundred fixty-fix. 
dollars and two thirds, free of dabt. If a hon-refident» 
he muft own a freehold eftate of the clear value of twenty- 
l9ro hundred twenty-two dollars<and twenty-two cents. 

56^. Qualifications of the Eleai)rs. To be a qualified 
eledlor, a man muft be of age, a citizen of the ftate, and a 
refident for two years — ^he muft have a freeh-pld of fifty 
acres of land, or a town 'lot, of which he has been feized 
for fix months before the eledlf on, or if he has no fuoh 
eftate^ be muft have lefiied m vh« dlfaia fiv. months, and 
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paid a tax of two thirds of a dollar towards the fupport 
of government. 

564. Executive. The governor is chofen by the joint 
ballot of the two houfes of the Legrflature, and continues 
in office for two years, and until another is chofen. He 
muft be thirty years of age, and a refident and citizen of 
the ftate for ten years preceding his election. He nfuft 
alfo pofTefs a fettled eftate of the value of fix thoufand 
fix hundred fi\ty-fix dollars and two thirds. Having 
ferved for two years,, he cannot be again eledled, until the 
end of four years.' A lieutenant governor is alfo cho- 
feu;, with the fame qualifications, 

565. Judiciary. The judges of the fuperior courts, 
Gommiffioners of the treafury, fecretary of ftate, and fur* 
veyor general are eleded by the joint ballot of the two 
houfes of the legiflature—^The judges hold their offices 
during good behavior. All officers are comitiiffioned 
by the governor, 

566. Mliim. The militia of the ftate confilts of 
two divifions, nine brigades, forty-fix regiments, and 
twenty-eight thoufand infantry ; and a body of cavalry^ 
artillery and riflemen. 

, GEORQlAis 

567. Situation of Georgia* Georgia lies between the 
middle of the thirty-firft degree of north latitude, and 
the beginning of the thirty -fixth ; and it extends fron> 
the eightieth degree of weft longitude to the middle of 
the eighty-fifth. 

56^. Bound f* Georgia has the Savanna on the 
north, the Atlantic on the eaft, the St. Mary and the^ 
boundary line of thq^ United States on thefouth, adja* 
cent to Florida ; and on the weft, the ApalacUicola o? 
Chatahoochy, ^ ^ 

569w Extent. Georgia has about one hundred milea 
of fea coaft, but fpreads like a fan towards ttv^ >«^^'«:^ 
boundary. Its fm^face, if regu\af vro\A4 £o\ta vw ^^x^ ^^ 
two hundred miksnoT\h and Xoutii) Vj VnqVo;>xw^^^'*^^ 
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fifty eaft and weft, contaitiing fifty thoufand fquare miles^ 
and thirty-two millions of acres. 

570. Face of the Stale and Soil The face of this ilate 
refemblcs that of South -Carolina, which has been defcrU 
bed } being fandy near the Atlantic, and rifing we/lv^ard 
into hills and mountains. But the fouthern fide of tlie. 
ftate is nearly level. The foil of the \o^ comuXiy is fan- 
dy» except on the rivers ; a more generous (oW vs £ou\iA. 
in the wellern parts of the ftate and upon the iQauds. 

571. Rivers, The Savanna wafhes the northern fide 
of Georgia — the Altamahaw penetrates the ftate— thefe, 
with their various branches, and the fmaller rivers, the 
St. Mary, the two f'.itillas, Ogeechy, and numerous 
creeks, water the ftate ^nd facilitate the tranfpoitauon 
of commodities. 

572. Climate. Georgia lies in a region of die cartA 
where winter is fcarcely known. Froft and fnow art rare 
occurrences, and are not confiderable, except in wmiets 
ofunufual feverity. The flat lands on the borders of 
rivers and the ocean are fubjedl to autumnal fevers; but 
the hilly country enjoys, as in every part of the world, a 
temperate and falubrious air. 

573. ProdvQions, The produdlions of Georgia are 
the fame as thofe of South-Carolina — cotton, lice, tobac- 
co, maiz, wheat, the inferior fpecies of grain, and all the 
tiopical fruits. The Atlantic fhore of this ftate and of 
South-Carolina, is faced with-iiLinds, which were origi- 
nally covered with live-oak, the be ft of (hip timber, but 
as thefe iilands produce the fineft cotton, the planters 
are deftroying the timber, to convert the land into cot^ 
ton pluntarions. 

57'i. Counties and Towns* Georgia is divided into 
twenty-four counties. The chief towns are Savanna, on 
the river of that name, which is the principal commercial 
port. It contained in i 800, five thoufand one hundred 
and fifty perfl)rjs, nearly half of them blacks^ Augufta, 
on the Savanna aifo, one hundred and twenty-feven miles 
noitii-weil nora Savanna 5 Louifville, on. the Ogeccby, 
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the feat of goverament, one hundred miles north-weft- 
ward of Savanna ; and Sunbury, on the fea (liore, forty 
miles fouth of Savanna^ and a few other places have 
confiderable fectlements. 

575. InhabUants. In 1790, the inhabitants were,k 
whites, fifcy-thriee thoufand — blacks, twenty-nine thou- 
fand ; In 1800, one hundred and three thoufand whites, 
and fixty thoufand ilaves* They are of the ufual religi- 
ous denominations. 

576. Militia. The militia of this ftate confifts of 
jtwo divifionSi feven brigades, twenty regiments, and'twen* 
ty eight thoufand rank and file of infantry, b'efides a 
refpe<flable body of cavalry, artillery and rifl«men. 

577. Commerce. Some of the produftions of Georgia 
are among the richeft articles of export, efpecially jcotton, 
the fined fpecies of which grows on the i (lands tliat bor- 
der the fea coaft. The other confiderable articles are, 
rice, tobacco, lumber, deer ikins, maiz, live ftock, and ma- 
ny inferior articles. The exports in 1800, amounted to 
more than two millions of dollars. 

578. Literary Inftituiions. The legiilature of Geor- 
gia have founded and endowed a college at Louifville. 
There are alfofomefchools in the ftate. A law of the 
ftate has incorporated a number of litei ary gentlemen, 
fop the purpofb of eftablifliing and fuperin tending femina- 
riesof learning — fifty thoufand acres of land are arppro- 
printed for funds, for this univerfity — and a fum of mo- 
ney in each county for maintaining aa academy. The 
funds deftined by Mr. Whitfield to maintain an orphan 
houfe, and by him bequeathed to the countefs of Hun- 
tIngdon,4n truft, are vefted in commiffioners to fuppoit a 
college called by her name. 

579* Government. By the conftitution of Georgia, 
foimed inMay 1795, the Icgiflative power is lodged in 
two houfes, a fenate and a houfe of repiefentatives, ap- 
pointed annually, and called the general ajftmhly, Thfr 
fenate con fi/ls of twenty-lhree members j the other \\^>^'5>> 
9f fifty-one. 
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680. Qualj/icaiioHs. * A fenator muft be twentj-eight 
yean of age, an inhabitant of the United States for 
nine years, and thiee years a citizen of Georgia — ^he mud 
have been fix months refident in the county, and po/Iefs 
property to the x amount of eleven hundred and eleven 
doUatSy or two hundred and fifty acres of land. 

58 1« QualtficaiioHi of the Reprefentativu and EUSort* 
A reprefentative muft be of age, feven yearra ciuxeu ot 
the United States, two years an inhabitant of GeorgVa, 
and refident in the county three months. He muft pof- 
fefs a freehold of two hundred acres of land, or eftate 
to the value of fix hundred and fixty>fix dollars and two 
thirds. A man is qualified for an eleftor by the pay- 
ment of a tax and fix months refidence in the county. 

582. Executive. The chief magi (Irate or governor, 
in Georgia, is chgfen by the leglflature, for two jezrs, 
and is re-eligible. To entitle a perfon to hold the office, 
be muft have been a citizen twelve years, and refideut 
{\x years in the ftate. He muft poflcfs five hundred acres 
of land, and other property worth four thoufand four 
hundred and forty-four dollars. 

583. judiciary ami MilUary, The judges of the courts 
aie appointed by the legiflature for three years, but may 
be re-appointed. The military officers are appointed by 
the governor, 

Kentucky. 

584. Situation. Kentucky extends from the middle 
of the thirty-fixth degree of north latitude, to the begin- 
ning of the fortieth — and ^rom the eighty-tliird to the 
ninetieth degree of weft longitude. It was formerly a 
part of Virginia, and became one of the United States, by 
a<St of Congrefs, on the firft day of June 1 792. 

585. Bounds* Kentucky is bounded on the nortli by 
the Ohio ; on the eaft. by Sandy river and a line due foulh 
from its fource to thd border of North-Carolina, acrofs 
tlie Cumberland mountain ; on the fouth by the middle 
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of the thirty^fixth degree of latltude» adjoining to the ftate 
of Tenneffee.*. 

586. Extent, The utmoft length of this.ftate je;c- 
cepds three hundred and fifty milesy but the average of 
the length may be ftated at two hiuidred and fifty xniles» 
and of the br^dth, at pne hundred and fifty j which 
gives an area oif thirty -feven tbouiand five, hundred fquare 
miles and twenty-four millions of acres. 

587* Mountains. Ontheeaftem fide of the ftate, ar^ 
IJie great ridges of mountains which run parrallel with 
the Allegany, or detached elevations, which may be con- 
fidered as fpurs projecting from thofe ridges. From thefe 
mountains proceed the great rivers of the ftate. Other 
mountains, hills oi broken lands, are fpund in other parts 
of the ftate. 

588. . Rpoers. On the north, this date is wafted by 
the noble river, Ohio; onthefouthis the Cumbei land, 
a large navigablo river ; in the interior are the Ken- 
tucky, the Licking, and Green river-— all .. confiderable 
Areams. The branches of thefe and many fmaU^r dreams, 
wafh and fertilize the ftate of Kentucky. * . 

589. Climate. It is generally agreed that the climate 
pf the territory on the weft of the great mountains of 
the United States is moremild and fijbjedt to fi^wer vi- 
xUStudes of cold aiid heat, calm and tempeftuous weath- 
er, than the climates of the fame latitudes on the Atlan- 
^tic coaft. The AiQimeFs jn Kentucky are temperate ; and 
the winters in general very mild, froft and ihow being 
rare and of fhort duration. 

500- Counties and Taissni, This ftate is divided into 
forty^wo counties. The chief towns are Lexington, on a 
bra^ich of the £lkhorn, a ftream that difcharges into the 
Kentucky, Frankfort on the Kentucky, the feat of Gov- 
•ernment, and Lonifville on the Ohio. The inhabitants, 
in 1791, were fixty one thoufand whites, and twelve 
thoufand flaves— in 1800, one Wndred and ^^x.'^-^'Mt 

♦ mentacky^u iir/l fettled by Colonel Booi\\n \'77^»«<i^<-^'»»^'«* ^wVnSa^^w- 
daitlUtela if 90, and admitted Into the unions 1 79%* 
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thoofaad whites and forty thoufand flaves. The militia,* 
m 1802, amounted to twenty-leven thoufand mon, 

591. Soil and Produaiofu. The ftate of Kentucty- 
eonuins a great variety of foil, but in general \s fertWe 
and produces all forts of grain, plants and fruits, inked 
to the climate. The principal produdtions, aie wheat, 
maiz, tobacco, hemp, barley, oats, rye, pork and beef. 
Th6 fait licks fumifh fait, the maple fuppliesfugai, fprnu 
ore diftiUedfrom grain, the rivers abound with fib, and 
the woods with buffaloes and deer. 

592. Commerct. Kentucky enjoys gre^t advantages 
for internal navigation ; but is remote from any coave* 
nient port for foreign trade. Its wheat, flour, tobacco, 
|K>rk, beef, ikins, lumber, and other commodities ate 
eadly tranfported down the great rivers to the Miffifip* 
pi, and on that river to New-Orleans, but the diffica/ff 
of afcending that rapid winding river, iinpedes or ren- 
ders expeniive the importation of bulky foreign articles» 
and no fmall part of the foreign goods confumcd in that 
ftate, are tranfported from Philadelphia and Baltimore. 

593. StcUe of Learning and Religion. Proyifion has 
been made by law for founding and maintaining a col- 
lege ; and fchools are eftabli&ed in different parts of the 
ftate. The people are of .various denominations; and 
the methodifts are very numerous. Univerfal freedom 
is allowed to religious opinion and worfhip ; but no per- 
fon can be compelled^to maintain or attend public worQiipfc 

594. ' Government. By the conftitution of Kentucky 
eftabliflied April 19, 1792, the legiflature confifts of two 
branches, a fenate and houfe of reprefentatives, chofen by 
ballot, and denominated the Genera^l AfTembly. 

595. Reprefentatives. The reprefentatives are chofen 
, annually by the qualified voters in the feveral counties. 
They muft be twenty-four years of age ; citizens and 
inhabitants of the ftate for two years, and for fix months 
precedirig the eleftion, inhabitants of the counties for 
which they are chofen. 
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596. Senators The Senators are cbofen by eledors 
^ibrfour years. The qualified voters choofe in each coun- 
ty, a nuftiber of perfons equal to the nainber of repre- 
fentatives to which the county is entitled. Thefe are the 
ele<3:ors .of the Senators. They rauft be twenty-feven 
years of age, and have refided in the ftate three years..- 
The fenators muft have attained the fame age and been 
refident in the ftate for two years. 

597. Voters* All free maleciti«ens of legal age, who 
have xe/ided in the ftate^ for two years^ or in the county 
in which they offer to vote, one year before the ele6fcion» 

are qualified to vote for reprefentatives and electors. - 
. 598. Executive. The gbyarndr of Kentucky is chden 
by the ele^ors of the Seiiate^ at the time and place of 
chudng ^natorsy^^and he holds his office likewife for four 
years.. Ke muft be thirty years of «ge^ , and have been 
a citixen and an inhabitantrpf the ftate for two years. He 
lias power to remit fines and forfeitures, and to grant par- 
dons and reprieves^ in cafe of death or refignatidn, his 
office devolves on thefpeaker cfthefenaCe. 

599. ;y«/<iirViflry. /I^he. judicial power is lodged in a 
fufK-eme court atid fuch inferior courts as the* legidature 
may eftabliOu The judges are appointed by the govern- 
or amd fenate and hold their offices during good behavior, 
but may be removed by the governor^ oh the addrefs oi 
two thirds ^ oi both branches of the General Affem- 
Wy. 

600. Qther C^ers* SherijpFsjmd coroners are eledled 
by. the citizens, and hold tJieir offices for three years, 
but are iiot eligible for the fucceeding three years. The 
treafurer is appointed by the joint ballot of both houfes 
of the legiflature. Fieldr and ftaff officers of the militia 
are appointed by the governor, except batallion. ftaff of- 
ficers who are appointed by the field officers of each bat-., 
talli^n* Moft of the tivil officers are appointed by the 
governor and fenate. - 

Q 
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TSMIfSSfES* 

601. Sihuuion. Tenneffiee isfitaated idthethirty-^fdi? 
and thtrty-fixth degrees of north Ittitiidey and extends 
from the middle of the eightf-fecoad degree to the A^ifi..^ 
fippi, in the ninetj-fecond degree of weft longitude. 

602. Bwndi. Thiaftate baa Noith.CttnAm^%\lie 
eaft, the Miffifippi territory on the fctothi Kentut^y on 
die north, and the Miffiiippt on the weft. It was form- 
erly a part of Korth-Caralina $ ceded by that fiate to 
congrefs in 1789^ and formed into a ftate, and lecdred 
into the nnion in 17M> 

605. MxtiHi. The length ofTenneflee is about three 
hundred and fifty miles, and the bredth one hundred. In 
area is therefore about thirty^fire thoufand Iquare laiH 
containing upwards of twenty-two roillfons of aaei. 

604. Mountain*. On the eaft, are the d^eient yvdgei 
which are a continuation of the mountains in Virginia^ 
fome of them of. ftupendous Aste and rievation. The 
chief are the Stone mountain, the Yellow, the Iron, die 
Bald, the Clinch and Cumberland. The latt^ penetrates 
into the center of the ftate. The mountains are stf' 
merous and many of th^m not capable of cultivation. 

603. Rkiyers. The Tenrteffee rirer, from which the 
ftate is named, is one of the largeft rivers in the United 
States. It proceeds from the mountains on the eaft;; aiid 
winding between the vaft ridges of the Cumberland 
mountain on one (i<le, and the Bald and Ifoa mountains 
on the other, finds its way to the Ohio. It is xfovigable 
for (hips of buhlen, two hundred and fifty miles, to the 
Mufclc fhoals,and boatable nine hundred miles- to Teilico 
block-houfe. The chief braaehes of this river, are the 
Clinch, the Holfton, the French, Broad and Diick rivers. 
/ The Cumberland enters this ftate on the north* and wa- 
ters a large traft of land ; ^en re-enters Kentucky, 

606. Climate and Soth Tenneffee enjoys a very miW 
and temperate climate ; andis diftinguifhedfor thefalu- 

brity of its air. The foW, e:s.ce^t \\:ie\wAt^T\.'asi4 Vtofcceffi- 
A&jDOUfltains, is generaWy €tiuVe ;^xo^^^\vi%iKL>(jBfcVjft^ 
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cles of gram, plants* lootsy andfruicst which are found 
in fimilar latitudes. 

607, CbUf Produaioiu. Theftapiejcommodities are 
cotton, wheat, and mais, which are very produdive.-* 
The foil is covei-ed with timber of the beft kinds — ^the 
rirers abound with fi(h — the forefts with bufTaloest deer^ 
and otheranimaWand the country is well fumifhed'with 
fait fpringSy iron ore, fulphur) faltpeter and lead. 

608. Counties mdTo^Hs* Tenn^iTee is laid out into 
£x diftridts,and in 1800, there were « eighteen counties. 
The principal towns are KnoxviUe on the Holftbn, which 
is the feat of government, and NafhviUe on the Cumber* 
Jand, which was named ^fter General Naft, who fell in 
the battle of G^rmancofWOi and is the ifeat of the courts 
inMerodiAriift. 

609* Inhabitanft. The. fifft fettlers of Tenneflee wpr<& 
exhigrants frojip the weftemfettleihents in Pennfylvanta 
andVirghua* A few iimulies attempted a fettlement 
in 1754, but were driven: away 0r defbroyed. The firft 
effedual attenipt wasjn 1765, on the Watau|;a, a branch 
of the, Holftom The niynber df inhabitants in 1795> 
was ieventy-feven thoufand peifo;ns : in 1800, the num- 
ber was one hundred and fix thouiand^ of which thirteen 
^houiknd £ve hundred were ilaves» 

610. Comntrct. By x|iean$ of the Tenneflee and 

Cumberland, navigation is opened from the MiSidp* 

pi into the inlanch parts of this (late ; and the cotton, 

wheati flour^ ^dbaccQ, jflcips and lumber may be eaiily 

tranfported to New-Orleans. The only port of entry in 

.the ftate is Palmyra. 

611. Learmng end Rettgion* Several fchools are ef^ 
tabliHied in ihi^Aate, and by law, provifion is made fop 
.three , colleges. There is ^Ifo a fociety for . promoting 
•ufef ill knowledge. The inhabitants are <jf Various reli- 
,gk>us denominations, of which the preAsytertans are (aid 
tobethetnofl numerous. Mioifters of the gofpel are^ 
precluded from a feat in the legiilature \. and no perfon 
denying the being of a God, and a future ftate of re* 
wards and puniihment can hold any cWvl ^:i£s;^v 
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612. Government, By the conftitution of Tenneflefv, 
eftabUOied February 6, 1796, the legiflature confifts oF 
two branches) a fenate and houfe of reprefentativesy cho-. 
fen for two years, and csilled the General Afleiiibly. 

613. Qualifications. The fenators and repreientaciVes. 
areeleAedindiftridlSy and mud be oi lawful age 4 eacli 
muft poiTefs two hundred acres of land, m ihe county 
in which he is chofen, and muft. have refided thiee yt^i* 
in the ftate, and one year in the county. The eleftors 
muft be of age, poiTefs a freehold in the county, and be 
inhabitants of the ftate; and inhabitants in the county 
fix months before the eleftion, 

614« Executive. The executive power is lodged in* 
governor chofen by the people who muft be twenly-fvve 
years of age ; poiTefred of a freehold of fiye-hundreil 
acres of land, and have been a citizen or inhabitast of /^^ 
ilate for four years. He holds his cilice ibr tvo ^fcars, 
but cannot hold it more than fix years in eight. He te 
power to grant pardons and reprieves after conviflion. 
In cafe of his death, refignation or removal, his place U 
fuppflied bythe fpeaker of the fenate. 

615. Judiciary. The judicial pow^r is veiled in fuch 
courts as the legiflature may eftablifii. The Judges of 
law and equity^ and the attorneys of tlie f^ate, are ap- 
pointed by the joint ballot of both houfes, and hold their 
offices during good behavior. The judges of the fuperior 
court leceive a fixed faiary, and no fees or perquifiles^ 
Sheiiffs, coroners and conftables are ap|>ornted by the 
county pourts. v 

616, Other Officers. The treafurer of the ftate is ap- 
j)ointed by the legiflature, for two years. The foldiers in 
a company chufe the captains and inferior officers. Thfe^ 
foldiers in a county, eleft field officers. Brigadier gene- 
lals are chofen by the field officers of their refpeiftive 
brigades ; and major generals, by the brigadiers and 
field officers of the divifions. The adjutant general is 
appointed hy the governor. 



\ 
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Ohio. 

617. Stlnalion af the State of Ohio. The ftate of Ohie^ 
lies between the weftera limit of Pennfylvania, and a me- 
ridian line drawn from the mouth of the Great Miami, to- 
its northern limit, which limit is an eaft and weft line 
touching the fouthernm<^ft pait of the lake Miftiigan^ 
On the fouth it is wa(hed hj the river Ohio from which 
k derives its nime« 

618. Extent. Ohio extends froTO'a few miautes weft 
cf the eightieth degrceof longitude, about five degrees, 
and from about the middle of the thirty-ninth degree of 
latitude, to the forty-thirds its length from caft to weft^ 
is two hundred and twenty-three miles ^ its bredth on 
the weftern border is two hundred and fifteen miles and 
on the eaftern, one hundred and fixty • five. Its meanbredth • 
bone hundied and ninety miles. , It contains forty-two 
thoufan^ five hundred fquare miles, and more thaa 
twenty-fevenmilliens of acres, x 

619* Face of the State. The fouth-eaftern part of 
Ohio confifts of hilly land, inteiiperfed with rkh inter- 
vals or bottoms. The middle and wefteni parts from 
the Sciota are a level country, yery fertile and abounding 
willi prairies, or flat lands deftitute of wood^ _The hilly 
parts are efteemed th^ moft healthy. There are no ele-*^ 
vations which deferye the name of mountains, and it is no- 
ted that the rough biroken lands are all adjacent to the 
rivers.. 

620» Riven. The chief rivers are the Big Beaver, 
Muikingum, Sciota, Great Miami, Little Miami, anci ' 
Hockhocking, which difcharge their waters into the Ohio :, 
the St. Jofeph which falls into Miftiigan j the Sandulky,> 
and the Cayohoga, which fall, into Eiie : but there axe 
many other ftreams. During the fummer, this ftate, like 
all level countries, fuflfers from a failure of the ftreams, 
.;which become very low, and nearly ftagnant. Nor do 
the rivers fumifli falls of water for good mill fe^^xsk^^xw-- 
venient abuniance^ \s 

621. TieSml^ Praduatom ani Minerals. 'XV^ ^^^ 
this aate is. foi the' mo& pKTt> a\oa.m, ^ ^^^^ ^^^ 

ft 2 



186 Ekments cf Ufeful Knowledge. 

on a bottom of clay. Few pans are- ftony. The foil is 
very rich, producing luxuriant ciops ofmatz and other 
grains. The wood, native vegetables, and cultivated fruits 
are the fame in this ftate, as ia others under the fame- 
parallels of latitode. Salt fprings fopply the inhabi- 
tants with fait ; coal, alum, and niter have been found 
in abundance, as has the fulphuret of iron. Iron otei^te 
found in detached fituations ; but notinquantiuesfuSicV- 
ent to fupply a furnace, or fo jnllify the ereAion of one. 

622, CivU Divj/toru of ibe State, Ohio is divided into 
eighteea counties, which for the difttibutionof juftice, are 
formed into three circuits ; the firft confining of Butler, 
Hamilton, Montgomery, Warren, Green and Clermont j 
the fecond of Adams, Scioca, Gallia, Rofs, Franklin, 
Fairfield, and Muikingum ; the third, of Wa(hij)^w/3> 
Belmont, Jefferfon, Columbiana, and Trumbull. 

623. Towns, The chief towns .are Ghili€0tha,Man^ 
etta, and Cincinnati. Chilicotha is the feat of govern- 
ment. It is upon the weft bank of the Sciota, 'about forty 
miles from its confluence with the Ohio, and eighty 
miles weftvvard of Marietta. Marietta is a pleafant and 
thriving town, at the junction of the Mufktngum with 
the Ohio, on a plain furrounded by hills at a mile's dif*. 
tance. It confifts of about one hundred houfes. CincifinatiV 
is upon the bank- of- the Ohio, a thriving town ina fertilcv 
country, containing one hundred and fifty houfes. 

624., Othsr To'wns^ Stubenville, on the Ohio, twetity- 
five miles above Wheeling ; Lanefville, at the confhience. 
of Licking and the Mufkingum ; Lancafter, near the. 
head of the Rockhocking ; BelviUe, eight miles from, 
Marietta; and Galliopolis, on the Ohio, a little below 
the Great Kanhaway, a French fettlement ; zafe the 
principal towns and villages* The free male inhabitants,, 
in 1803, were found by a cenfustobe fifteen thQufan<!>, 
four hundred and fifteen. 

^'-IS, Original Settlers. The fouthern and weftetn 
parts of Ohio were fettled by Emigrants froni New-Jerfey 
and Penniylvania : the d'Axi^ V>tx.>N^«^ ^^ ^oata and 
Litde Mam J, known by 0:^^ tv^^^ o^ N w^vcCv^. :\^Kar^ 
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Hefervation, was ieHled chiefly from Vlrgmia an4 Keft^ 
tucky. A ntvniber of Germans have planted themfelves 
PAvlfee fertile lands about the iburces of the Hockhock*-. 
ing. The Ohio company's piwchafe and the coUnly of 
Trumbull are peopled by natives of New- England, and 
the diftirift between Wafhington and Ttumbull has been, 
planted by PennfylvanianB.^ 

626. Nuilvef, In the year 1790, the tra<ft' of coun^ 
Iry, now Ohio, ooHtaiiied twenty thoufanti Indians. By: 
means of wars, difeafes, and the Settlements made by ci- 
viliaed men, who level the woods, drive away the.game, 
and compel the favages to feek fubfiftence in wefterri fot- 
efts, the number is reduced to three.or four hundred. — . 
Thefe are the remaihsrof the Shawanees, Delawares and 
Wyandots ; with two infignificant villages on the San-, 
dufky. The title of the natives to foroe of the weftern 
parts, of this ftate isc not yet extingiiiihed* 

627. Cur'wjftks, Within this ftate^as in other tranf-. 
alleganean diftridlrs, are feen the remains of regular forti- 
fications, confifting of a wall or rampart of earth, from, 
three to ^v% feet high, and rectangular/ Trees of a. 
great fize are now gro wing on the walls. By whom or 
at what period, thefe works were raifed, it. is impoffibl« 
to determin, nor do the traditions of the- Indtans . fumifti , 
any light on the Aibjedl, Near thefe workis, are pyrai 
midical mopnts oi^ earth, from thirty to a hundred feet 
hrgh ; fuppofed to beraifed;as tombs, or repofitories off 
phones of the -dead*. «t 

.62S._ HtJIory of Ohio. The fettlement in this ftate 
commeticed foon after the revolution, under grants to 
Qertain individuals and companies ; as at Marietta, Cin*. 
cinnati rand;GiiUiopblis. After the fate of the Weftern . 
Refer ve, fo called, by the ftate of Conne<5licut, the pro- 
prietors encouraged numerous emigrations from the eaf- 
tern ftates and a rapid increaie of population^ fucceeded. 
Until the year 1 802| this ftate was : a part of the North- . 
Weftern Territory, and govjerned b^ t\»fc<\A.Q.it^vaas^^ 
of congrrefs. In 1802, the mhaX^taivx.^ V^-a.^ Vifccwcv^"^^ 
^aioeirat^sa« to be entitled to foTmA\%^mfcVi^^'vBS£>^^^^ 
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A convendon was accordingly held, a conftttutionformeil^ 
and at the next feflTion of Congrefs» the ilate of Ohio 
took its place as a member of the union. ^^ 

629. GuKumnunt* B7 the conftiiution of Ohro, 'the 
legiflature condfts of two branches, a (Senate and hou/e of 
reprefentatives. The latter houfe is limited to feventj- 
two members. The fenators cannot exceed one ViaK nor 
be lefs than a tliird of the number of the reprefentalWes. 
The eledOrs are all the white male inhabitants of age 
and of one years refidence in the Rate. The fenate is 
divided into two clafFes, one of which . goes out of ofilce 
every year* 

630. Bxicutive. The executive power is lodged in 
« governor who is chofen by the e]e<5l:or82 once in twa 
years. He is commander in chief of the militia, grants 
le^rieves and pardons, and Ells the offices whic^ bc'^ 
come vacant during the recefs of the legiflature^ 

681. Judiciary. The judiciary coniifts ofafupreme 
court of three judges, with cognizance of caies in law 
and equity, and power to correft the errors of inferiat 
courts,— of courts of common pleas, confifting of a pre^ 
fident and three afibciate judges, who have c>vil jurif- 
di^on in capias of above twenty dollars demand, fubje^ 
to an appeal in caufesof more than one hundred dollars 
demand ; and crinrtinal jurifdi(5bion in all cafes under 
the degree of felony». The judges of thefe courts ar& 
appointed by the legiflature, and. hold their offices fov 
(even years. To theieare added juflices of the peace^ 
vho are chofen by the people for three years. 

Missisippi Territory. 
6d2» Situation and E^Unt. The territory belonging 
to the United States, foutli of Tenneffee, lies between 31 
and 35 degrees of north latitude, and between the Cata« 
hochy in the eighty-Hith, and the MiQiflppL in the ninety«» 
.%cond degree, of weA longitude. Its mean extent,. eaft 
and we(^, is about three hundred miles, and its bicdtb^ 
Konh and'fouth, twohundtecVatvd^evitxvv^.^'^Tft •, the area 

iiw^iore cootaiitt mote Umlu Mx,x-v»o ii^\o\i^ ^'L -w^wi- 
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65S. Face of the Country, Except the branches or 
fyurs of the AUeganean ridges, which terminate in the 
BQTthem and eaftem paits oi^ this territory > the land is 
xnoftly level, and covered with the trees common to the^ 
latitudes. On the rivers, are extenfive flats, of rich land>^ 
many of vrhich are clothed with canes of a great fize^. 
which form an almo(timpenelralde thicket. 

634. Rivers. This territory is wafhed oii the weft> 
by the great river Miffifippi, and on the eaft by the Ca-- 
tahochy, which is a large navigable ftrealn. Near the 
center, the country is penetrated by the' large ftreams, 
which enter Mobill bay, which are the Alabama, which 
isfomied by the united ftreams otthe Goofaw and Tal-- 
lapofy, both w;hich ^re^ conflderable ilreams, and the 
TomVigby, another large dream from the north- weft :„ 
fbrt^ miles weft of Mobill, is the Pafcagola, a ftream 
that is boatable more than one •^ hundred miles. Sixty 
miles weft is Pearl-river, about the fize of the Pafcagola,. 
about fixty miles further weft is^the Amit, a ftieam which/ 
enters the I bberville channel, and carries boats about onfc 
hundred miles. — Thefe, with many fmaller ftreamsi^have- 
their fources in the Miffifippi territory,' and; tun fouth^ 
into the bay of Mexico. The Yazoo is a Qonfiderable' 
river which enters the Miffifippi. ^ 

635* ^'if/^^m^i//. The liidian title to tteis great body 
of land, is not extingainied, except the^itle to two tra<$ti- 
-^one of a million And half * oi acr^s, on the Miffifippi, 
below the YazOb — .and another tradl^ of equal extent be- 
tween the Pafcagola and Tombigby* On thefe tra<fls. 
are die only fettlements. The principal town is Nat* 
chez, fituated on the bank of MifnTippi^ in latitude SI^ 
degrees, 30 north* This town, fo called from a tribe- 
e£ Indians,^ was fettled by the French in 1727; In 1731^ 
the fettlers.were moftly maflacred by the Indians, whichs 
occadoned* a deadly war in. which the tribe wa*. almofti 
wholly d^ftroyed. 

656. Government and Papulation* Tlie Miffifippi Ter- 
ritory is governed by a fpecial ordinance of congrefs, and 
the governor^ who is appointed by the ^x^CvSR.t&:kX^>^<^%'^s»-. 
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Natchez. In the year 1800» the whole population feD 
(hart of nbe tfaoi^and fouls» except Indians; ieveral 
tribesof which refide on this tienrttorj »nd pwn the iand^ 

lNDii4|lA» 

6S7. Of ibiTirritory called InSmut. That part o{<2ie 
United States which lies weftward of the ftate o( Qb\o> 
extending to the Miffifippii and froQi the riyer Ohio north* 
ward to Sie northern limit of the United States, is call^ 
Indiana, and governed by a fpecial ardin^nce of congrefs^ 
This tra^ of country, whioh is of greiat e;ctentf c<Mitaua& 
the large rivers Waubafii and iUinois, with a gtm 
number of othen» and a vaft t>ody of ezceUent hrnd^ 
The chief iettlements are on the WaubaOi, Ka&«(Liaaad 
at Mackinaw. 

MisHiGAN TfitaiToar^ 

838. That . part of the United States which lies norA 
«f a line drawn eaft from the fouthern extremity of lake 
Mifiiigan until it inter&ds lake Erie, asid eaft of a line 
from the faid extremity nortlietly through thetniddle of 
the Mifliigan to the northern limit of 0ie United States* 
and weft of the ftate of New -York, is ete^^ into .a fep- 
arate dtAri^ for the^ purpofes of^goverAlD^^t* This terri- 
jtory isgoveraed by a fpecial ordinance of coogrefs. The 
governor is appointed by^ the prefident) and refidesat 
Detroit, the principal ieitlement in the territory. In the 
fummer of 1805, this town conftfting of S4K) hqufes was 
all reduced toafbes ; .but is now rebuilt <»i ^ more fecure 
and elegant plan. 

630, DycoveryeftheMi/Jifipp:. The groat rtverMiflJ- 
fippi, as has been related} was firft difcovered in 1541» 
by a Spantfh adventurer, Ferdinand de Soto, who, with 
twelve hundred foldiers, landed in Florida, in 4^539, pene- 
trated to tbeCbickaiaw coutvtry in fearch of gold and 
aiv^r ; then crolfod the MVffAv^S'^x^^ ^^H?cjit^ ^r^^- 



twd a confiderable diftani^e, w6ere be died^-»^dd(ht»furw 
Titing foUawe'rst letumng^ failed down the river and 
proceeded to Mexico. This river was alfo difcovered bf 
» colonel Wood in 1654^ and by a captain Bolt in 1670i 

S40. Ftefuh Claim io the Country an the Mffftfifpi* 
The French in Canada, very early imbibed an idea of the 
ptadkicabiUty of openii^g a toizmmnicationy between Gan^ 
8iida and the bay of Mexico^ by means of fome river. To 
afcertatn this pointy the French King gave\ orders to La. 
Salle to etplore the country « This man in 1689 or 5» 
went down the Miffifippi to its mouthsy and returned ta 
Canada^ having afcertained the defired communication^ 
Elated y^th this difcovery, he went to France^ and by a 
reprefentation o^>the advantages of the Mtffifippi for 
opening a raft trade with Canada and the weftem 
eountry, a company Wa» ibon formed to colonize ibQ 
^ftiiks of die riven 

341. Firfi Attrmpi ufeiih on the Rivet* Theadven* 
inreiSy uilder La Salle» embarked in four veflels, but were 
carried beyond their intended port, and in February 
1684, began a Settlement at Bernard's bay, a hundred 
leagues weft ward of the MffitTippi. Many of the fettlers 
penihed by difeaies and hard^lxtps ^ and in 1687, as La 
Salle was exploring the interior country, two of his follow* 
ers murdered hinn and his proje^ed eftablifhment failed* 
After the peace of Ryfwic in 1697> the king of France 
i^nt a French naval officer, named Iberville, with a fmall 
i^umber of men, to ere<ft a fort and keep poffeffion of the 
Country. This officer effected the objed, and founded a 
permanent fettlement on the bank of the Miffifippi in 
1698. He returned to France to procure fupplies, a iirft 
and a fecond time» but died on his third' voyage* From* 
him was named the channel of communication between 
the river and the lakes Maurepas and Pontchartrafn. 

642. GraMtp Cro^at. In 1712, the King of France ' 
granted to a wealthy citizen by the natne of Ctozatv 
the exelufive right to trade, for (vftRew >5^%x%^ ^vv. ^^^ 
Miffifippi and the adjacent tfeitltoty* \tv \^^\s ^•m>x*'^^ 
territory is named from biro, Louifaww, ox x^ojit s:.croxKc^ 
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*of Lewis, and defcnbed within the following- boundaiies^ 

*On tb(^ nortb» the lake lUinois ; on the eail, the lands 
of the EngltHi in Carolina ; om thefouth, the ba^ of Mex^ 
tco \ and on the weft, New-Mexico. Theie orders, dif. 

^coveries and pnblic ads, conflituted the whole of the ori* 
ginal title of France to Louifhina. The grant to Cro- 
zat interfered with the chatters given by the king ^ 
England, to feveral of the colonies, i/^^hicb extended from 
the Atlantic to the weftem ocean. This grant alfo uh* 
folded theobje^ of the French king, which was to unite 
Louifiana to Canada, and to comprehend in his dominiocs, 
all the territory weflward of the Allegany mountains. 

64! 3. MiJJiJippl Company » In 1717* a company was 
forixied in France to^airy on an extenClve trade to Lou" 
ifiana, which company embarked in the ich^me of Jofia 
Law to pay off the national debt <ii Franc6, by a h^nk. 
To forward the views of this, company, Cro«at,rerigned 
4iis patent, and the exclufive trade to the MiiHrippi was 
vefted in an afibciation, called the company qf the weft. 
This company undertook to enlarge the fettlenrient on the 
Mldifippi, and in 1720, was laid out th^ town of New^ 
Orleans. Thefcheme of the company (ailed with ihe 
ruin of the royal bank in France, but the Settlements on 
the .Mlflirippi -cohtiaued in pofleflion of Frfince, till the 
year 1762, thothe increafe of population was extremely 
flow. 

644. Changes of its Sovereigns. While the French fet^. 
tlements were confined to the banks of the Minifippi, they 
excited but little jealoufy in the Briti(h nation. BiH about 
the year 1752, the French began to aflert an exclufive 
Tight to the lands on the Ohio, and intercepted the colons 
•al traders in their commerce* with the Indians. — Soonaf* 
ter, they ere^ed a fort, at the confluence of the Ohio and 
Monpngahela, w^xere Pittfburg now ftands.— Tliis ftep 
and various other movements alarmed the Bririlh miniftry> 
•and to check the dangerous encroachments of the Frenchj 
war was declared which ended in the fubjedion of Canada 
to tlie Britilh crowA. At v\\ec\ofe oIxJcvv^vj-m \tv 17G2, 

Jr^ice, by a fecr^t cotiiyenuotv^ ce^^^ l^ovjA^wa^A^ec^^* 
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\ti% New-Orleans, to Spian. In the following year, by the 
treaty of peatre between Great Britain and France, the 
tvhoie of Florida from the Atlantic to the middle of the 
ibberville and the Miflifippi, was ceded to Great Britain, 
and in this ftate continued thdc territories till the revo- 
lution. 

645. Dtflurhancei in Louifiana, After the ceflion of Lou- 
ifiana to the Spanifh crown, the inhabitants remained a 
long time without any knowledge ' of that , cveht. In 
1766, Don Ulloa, a Spani(h agent, arrived at New-Or- 
leans, and the next year, a body of Spanifh troops from 
Jiavanna; btit this dfficer, for want of orders, neglected 
to take formal poffeiSon of the countryi while he proceed- 
ed to ere& forts, eftablifii monopolies, and reftridl com- 
merce. This produced a conteft between the old council 
at New-Orleans, and Don Ulloa i which ftate of dif- 
tradlion continued^ till the arrival of the Spanifli govern- 
or, O Riley, in 176Sf, who took poffelEon of thecbuntry 
for Spain. , 

6^!^^ Transfer of Loutfianato the United States. Dur- 
ing the revolutionary war in the United States, Spain 
^conquered Florida, and by the treaty of peace in 1783, 
that territory was confirmed to her. By the treaty of 
ildefonfo, between France and Spain, Oapber 1, ISOO, 
"it was ftipulated that Louifiana fhould be ceded to France, 
on certain conditions^ which Were to be fttlfiljed by the 
French government, in regard to the Duke of Parma. 
That treaty was confirmed by another, concluded at Mad- 
rid, March 21> 1801, And by a treaty, concluded at 
Paris, April 30, 1803, between France and the United 
States, Louifiana was fold to the United States, for the 
fum of fifteen millions of dollars. 

64'7» Bounds of Louifiana. It has been altcady rela- 
ted that in the French king's gtant of th« trade of 
Louifiana to Cro^^at, the patent comprehended the coun* 
, try betyreen the Miffifippi, and th^ Aleganean Mountains, 
\vhich now forms a part of the United States. ^^\.\is^a 
claim^ofthe French to that patt o£ \\ve coa^wvc^ , ^.-^^ ^ 
the MiSiGpph v/as ill founded, ?Lud tk^^^t •^Ldtlvv^x.^^^^^ "^^ 
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Bntiffi ftation ; and at the peace in 1763, .Louifiana\ifes 
limited to the country weft of the Mitfifippi, and ojf the 
Ibberfille. It is however aflerted that the United States 
will claim to extend the countfy to the river Perdido eaft 
of tlie Mobill, the limit of Louidana, under the {"renck 

fovemment. On the South, the bay of Mexico is tie 
oundary of the country, and on the weft,^ KyW Mexicoi 
oraSpanifh Province, called Taxus. 

648. Extent. As the neither ja limit df JLoulfiaaa ts 
not fixed, and the eaftern and we{lem> 4iot well afcertain*' 
ed, the extent of this territory cannot be defined. From 
the bay of Mexico to the confluence of the Mifforie w/tii 
the Miflidppt is nearly fix hundred miles ; and if diemeatv 
bredth of the province fhould prove to be two hundred, 
the area would contain one hundred and twenQr tbou&od 
fquare miles, and fbventy fix miUiops, eisht hundred 
thoufand acres, which would lie on the fouth of tiieMifi 
forie. 

649. Face of the country. The land from the entrance of 
the Miflifippi into the bay of Mexico, northerly about 
two hundred and thirty miles, i& low and fuppofed to be 
chiefly formed by the earth protruded from the river by 
the violence of its current, ^his proje^ion of eardi 
forms, on the eaft of the river, a traO:, called New-Or- 
leans, whic|i» when the river is low, about eight or nine 
months in the year, is a peninfula, extending t!wo hundred 
miles from North-weft to South-eafl, between the river, 
and the lakes Ponchartrain, and Maurepas ; but when 
the river is fwelled in the fpring, the wat^rruas in a chan- 
nel or creek called Ibberville, iiato thefe lakes, aftd thence 
into the fea, and renders New-Orleans an Ifland. 

650. IVe/lern bank of tie Mtjfftjippu The land on the 
well fide of the MifKfippi is low, but capable of cultiva- 
tion, as fiir north as Cut Point, ( Point Coupee ) about one 
hundred and fifty miles above New-Orleans ; from thence 
to Cape Girardo above themouth of the Ohio, a diftattce 
q£ more than two hundred miles, the land is overflowed 
io thefprltigj to thedifts^nce oiVN^fexATj-^N^wAJaVtvj miles 
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f^cm the rh^9 ai)4 ^f cottrtp is iacapgble of cultivation 
<»* a| leaA, mifit fgr ft^uV^ents ; as the w^ter fpreads oy^r 
jthe wholjB frojaa t^o to t,welye fe^t de^p,-:-To ibfi north- 
K^4 wJ )97<e^w.ard of d>is low tradt, the land rift;5 into 
bi% SUid ipopntatnsy int^rif erf^d with jextenfive bou^^ms, 
^j^d pr^^iri^, which afe natural roies^dow^ without tree$. 

651. Snirance pftk Mj^^fj>i i9^Q fAA Oc^an, Thp-f^ 
of this vail fw^Tf fw/elled annuatly in.thefpring t9 the 
bighth of fifty-fivp feet above the level pf low w^ter, y^sLft 
down to,ni^nfe quan,tJtip3 .of trees, wopd, vegetables and 
earthy partiples which lodge on the banks or fl?oals at tl^ 
place where they ^neet the waters of the ox:ean. By theife 
meansi a largje tiad of land has been fomved at^iJiispoiQ):, 
and is gradually extended further and farther inXo tlxe ha^ 
of M,e^cp. In this tra^ft of low grpjin,d> the river has 
lv:or]gi o^ prip^f^vedfeveral c^^^nfjls^onQkc of whi^li are drj^ 
fi^ low wa^^er- Thu? the cbanne:! c^ed IbberrlUp or M^- 
;^aiC h^s a cpipifid^r^-ble fttw»,>rhen tKeriv^r is liigh^d 
pj^rrip? ?ipar^of|;h^49Pd iij^tp Jli^eMaujippas^an^ tbftn.<;e 
^tp JUat^ PpnchaTO4i»i ftoip^ if^hepce it i^ xfp^M&Q^i to 
l^e^i^ JJ4ow Npw-OrJi^aAs i^ ^ (:li,anngl 3J: Pi^keipi^^^ 
and fit thi? extwi^ity pf <be ri^rfx, tfi^r^ ^la^ five chaBneJs 
pr p^ffes I the dp^ft of yvfeicb l^as wily fixteea feetpf 
y ajtftr. Tbi^ is P^fed |h^ B^ze or ^alezi?, \vliich f^ni- 
*P» a hllpy pr if a ^;e^ ; bul t^ applied in ppifxvaon lan- 
j;;i^» ISP tjfeif pfiiif^pi^^ha^Ki;/^ p^ entrance into the river. 

65?. fih9»fJi 9n ikf J^^fif RspHi th^ >fig{ippi, there 
^i^s on ihe Vf^ti A# ^ f*W>?l «^n^d th^ Fork, (La 
fgmli^e) gbpwit fipy^^^&ve jpiiJes .abor^ ^ev-OikarvS. 
yhjs cfeapnel i^dvy ^J: W Tr?t^„>:it cjifrmg the freOmts 
}W * P^vigiiWe (irieapa, ^njcjt fprir^s an ifji^ad of one hun- 
4^^ ppdf^^Uty inije^ i^ lf»gth.--r4bout two hundred 
p(iiVif abpTi;e ^^yf-Opksm^ ifthi^^ 8^9tih^» /ch^ni^, called 
phaffaU, Vrhitf^ ^^rd? hpaf able wat^ *t all iimeh if npt 
pbfty^^Jled by .d^ftrwopd* fipd during th^ fwcJl of the rj ver 
if i? M*«^bi^ jpr >Tp%^ pf f pnfid^;jLbJie fee. Tl^is river 
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waflies the populous fettlements of Appalufa and Attaca* 
pat andenters the bay of Mexico at St. Bemapds. The Midi*- 
fippi therefore difcharges its waters, during its rife in 
i]^ingy by nine large channeh» bcfides fome fmaller outlets. 

653. Soil The foil of New-Orleans ifland, and of 
all the neighboring flat land, is rery rich, efpeciaily along 
the banks of the rivers, and creeks, where its fertility 
appear^ to be inexhavftible. On the banks of the riverv 
the land is capable of cultivation, and much of it is al- 
ready cultivated ; but from the margin of the nver, it 
iopes into low fwampy ground, too wet for cuhivatioD,. 
•xcept for rice. This b the general charader of the 
iflands from the Baleze to Manfliac, and frotn Lalre 
Maurepas to the Chaffala river. 

654. Senlementu The chief fettlements ^rc on the 
banks of the MiOlfippi, audits outlets. The fetdemeDts. 
•n New-Orleans begin about forty miles from the 5ekze, 
and extend along the margin of the river, in feparate plau^ 
tations, which front on the river, and run back from half 
a mile to a mile and a half, ufually terminating in a cy- 
prefs fwamp.—- The prineipal fettlements are on the ifland 
of New-Orleans, on the Fork, the Chaffiila, the IbbervUle 
•r Manfiiac, at Baton, Cut Point, and on the Red river. 

655. NtW'Orkant. Niw-Orleans, the chief town in 
Louiflana, is fitnated on the penlnfula or ifland qf the 
fame name, which is two hundred miles in length 
and from two to twenty in bredth*— The town ftands on 
the eaft margin of the Miffifippi, near the middle of the 
peninfula, in 30 degrees of north latitude and 90 of weft 
longitude. The town is regularly laid out hi fquares i 
the ftreets crofs each other at right ^gles, and are thirty- 
two French feet wide. The hbufes are moftly of bricki 
many of them two and three ftories high, and fome of them 
elegant. The lower rooms aif raifed about eig^t feet 
from the giound, the ground rooms being the cellars, 
as fubterraneous apartments would be filled with water. 
The town is a mile in length, and contains a|)out tea 
thoufand inhabitants. 

€36. ^ui/ic Buildings ond WQtku ti^^^R-Orleans cer 
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„tains a governroent houfe, ftablesand garden ; a military 
bofj^ital '^ a cuftom houfe ; two large public warebosfes ; 
an extenfive baxrack ;, a prifbn ; town houfe ; market 
houfe and aflembly room y a public fchool for the rudi- 
ments o£ the Spanilh language ;, a cathedral church ; a 
charitablehofpital, with fome houfes belonging to it, a4id 
an annual revenue offifteen hundred dollars.. From this 
town, a canal is cut about a mile and a half, opening a 
water communication with a. creek, which flows into the 
Ponchartrain., ^ The canal is called by the name of a 
late governor, Carondelet*. Abank has lately been cf^ 
tabliined in this city.. 

657* Chief Rivers In Louifana. Red river which en- 
ters the Miffifippi three miles above ChafFala, is faidto be 
a thoufand miles in length, and a great part of that dift-. 
ance nayigable or hoatable. On its banks are extenfive 
intervals of very licE land, and confiderable fettlements 
wjth the Tillage of Nachitoches.' The Arkanfaw is- a 
ftill larger river, with^ a navigable and boatable ftream. 
-—Above thefe is the Miflbrie, a large, if not the principal 
branch of tke Miffifippi. It has b«en explored more than 
two thoufand miles, nearly to its fources. Befides thefe, 
there is Black river, a blanch of Red river which is boat- 
able for fome hundred miles, efpecially its main branch 
Wafheta. ' The Ofage, Kanza, Shallow river and many 
other ftreams water this territory, but their fize and couri- 
es are little known. 

65^,. ProduBions, The trees of natural growth im 
Louifiana are the iame as on the eaft fide of the Miffifip- 
pi, within the United States. The wild animals arealfo 
the fame, and the forefts are full of the European breed 
of cattle in a wild ftate,^ The cultivated plants are alfo 
the fame. Tlie principal plants cultivated for export are 
cotton, rice, tobacco, indigo and.thefugar cane. The 
. cane will thrive withott much danger from tlie froft, as 
■far north as Manftiac. The lands ccniiguous to Red 
river produce tobacco of the befl kind and \i\ vaft abund- 
ance; Tyey produce alfo, as a con^mon cro'^^ Cvq>xs^ 
eighty to one hundred bufl\els o£ m^vL. ^v^j::^^ ^^xO^j^^ 

.R % 
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the low gronnd en bodi Irdcs of die Mtfl&fippi, and tm 
the banks of all the latge rtv^rs^cnd cteeks, are covered 
trith wild canes oi reeds frcfrto twemy to thirty five feet 
high. 

659. Mimrah, In the high land$» wo or thtee htm-. 
dred miles weft of the MriBfippi, near the MiScrrie, and 
Red river, there is natrve fah, vltiA -numerotts fatt fpritigs, 
vhich may ftipply that netetfary cr(mmit}dity in itiei- 
hauftihle qnantittes. Many erf thefe tfprmgs are near 
Kachitoches, and occ^ftonthe hrackifliticfs trf the water 
ttfed in that fettleffticm. Very Yrch lead^nmes acre wotight 
near the MifTorie. Iron, copper an£ coal aboand in ^e. 
country; andtheweftem tsrtk oF the MSffi^jpi, T&ove. 
the Ohio, is a foHd W'«f!l ofKime, Hone, tfer u great dtf- 
tance. Slate andfrese ftone aw arbandacnt -tn the hilJy 
country ; hfutnear the Miirifippi, there is noitene of ^• 
kind on eiihei- Me from ifie BaleaiB p thre JL.itefe -W&ffe- 
Pool, thhty miles above Natchez, atid oal3)e we&£d5>^6 
land isafwamp or lowground maite by th^ rinpr, to a^ 
ftin greater diftance north. 

660. Comntorct onM Exports* A rpttfiJl-rable traSe. 
with Kfew-Orleans has been carried on by the lErtotito. 
which Louifiana has helonged ; and wrdnti.Ti few; years, 
the United States have had txo fmall fliacre of the cam- 
merce. In the year 1805, there entered Ae Miffifippv 
two hundred and fixty-^eight veffels of ^rch 170 were> 
American, 97 Spaniih, and one French, cptttaSning thirty 
four thouiand tuns. Ofthe!fe|. 18 were prublic armed > 
^ips ; the reft were tnerchantment. Tlie exports are- 
«6tton, fugar, ric^j mclaffes, itidigo, furs, peltry, tafff 
pitch, lumber, lead, fbur, com, horfes and patde. Ift^. 
1802, the exports amounted to^ -more -iJian two tniffioBS, 
of dollars, and the imports to two uiilKonsiind alialf. 

661. Manufa^rrs. Few ard<Jles ai^ tnanufaJftored 
in this province. A few rottqfn cioite are ma<derOr coatfe 
clothjs confiftii)g of wool and rotton, to qlotlip. .the Have* . 
in the inteiior country. In New-Orleans arejc^rried on. 
fomeofthe ncceffary handicraft occiipations j and fome 
cmdnge, Oiot, and bnir powder ^jaccTu^itcof^i^^wed; T^»- 
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k alfo oiie fug*t.i«€fi»ery, aft^ m t!he iieig^lirtynn^ -cornier J:, 

■e^g. Bifmttalsn, Thevholefi^puktiefi of LoiiiffJi- 
.aft,inclaiding PimfaK!:^ ami l^tf tiiiez anwroiatjed in 1W2, 
to ibrty-twd tte^ji^^d. But the retnifts ate feppofod to 
u»defTaS£ the real 'am»ber 5 ^.^wl froto r6§>e^aWe aU- 
l^mifis^ ttea^hial:' iw^lttfew* of wkkes « fupfK>led te fee 
§fty thoufand, and o£ tbc blaefcs, t-kifty-nine thoufeid. 
Thee A9sla$u aaloaiQted to five th«^Uf%Bd: «Ml ilve htm^red 
ll»en, or asi £9ine oltedge <to ten ttipuilHi^. Ttte itih^- 
tints are moftiy Ftresic^ 5 partly firdm Fianije^aftdpartl^y 
^010; NDvaHScoaau The k^ier «pe "^ remanni t^'tilie 

l^dofiks, »0w ^fettes, who cftmsVed from tfecfie^ to^M-it 
paQtatMaBxIktely toluoui^fia* "JWe ate a^fo ibttie 
<Jf!rmtns ibttbd a]bn|;' ^d Mi^flppi) «|i (both ft^, ft^r 

.^inatirts uacfar t3b»ttoa*«iioG oC Ffaftee,it*«^* goverrtcd 
jiy icvew^ odloEiaapjx^ii^t^ %iy tive Ififeg, 5n th6 mantier 
jgf other Qolpfiiess. AJ&fr Spain %ecaflfte poflS^e^ of tMs 
iscrrkiotf»'the:reg«lsttions ©i>the French govtmweitt were 

jQiBers of <3w Spana-ift. ^g0f««ertij0n. Tfce |w*0Ti«c?e >>ras 
placged nader a goviernor, af£t »nteti<iaht» certi»iEi aka d^s 
or j adges, and com m wi4awiit-s rf -tliftEf^. An eccfefiarftic 
mbtiiui} faetd jnnfiiidiofi oi^er tl^ <;lmi^ch ; the inhabt- 

366*. Trmxfer »f JinifJimotu The treaty lietv^tfen 
iEraaceflipd<3ie United States, by wMch Ltntffi^ifta was 
'ConiFvyed to theiajtter, litvi^g be^ duly ratified by the 
PriMdent ^a»d ienste, aiid a law bem^palted by corrgre^, 
i|{^V«ag jMtcmiiQR to carry the ti^iaty iato ^<a, ttreafur^s 
w/etetefceft to ofatjain poffeflion of the province. A. got- 
.eni<3*r was appointed, apd a ^ody of troops ordered to 
^HiA ifi febea<5l of taking poffe<ffioB. To -atcommodate the 
^ of 4^1^11^ poiieiSoQ .to die titwitiw by v^hich the right 
bad been, conveyed, the province was firft furrendered 
4x? the Freach prefe^ft, as the reprdentative q€ xk^^-^^^-* 
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ki confoimity with the trieaty of Ildefonfo^ After this 
preUminary ftep> and other neceiiary preparations, the 
goveroor, and the Commander in chief of die Americaa 
troops with a ceremony due to the in^portant tranfa^ion, 
took formal pofieffion of Lonifiana, from the French agent, 
on the 20th day of Deccfmber, 1803 ; and the American 
flag was difplayed in New- Orleans* as an emblem of tbe 
foTercignty of die United States, 

665. Pre/ent Government. By an ad of C^ngrefs of 
March 1804<, Louifiana is divided into two territories, 
Orleans and Louidana. Orleans comprehends all th& 
country eaft of the Mifilfippi, and on the weft of that ri- 
ver, all the land fouth of the thirty-third degree of latitude.. 
Over this territoxy, a governor is appointed by the Prefi- 
dent of the United State$« for three years,. who conftitotcs. 
the executive power, A fecretary. is appointed for four 
years ; but both officers are removable by the Bntdetd^^ 
A council of thirteen perfbns, to be appointed ^noa&y 
by the Prefident, from among the freeholders of the ter- 
ritory, forms the legiflative power*^ The judiciary con- 
Ms of a fuperior court and inferior courts to be ordained 
by the legiflature. The trial by jury is eftablilhed in ca- 
fes of capital crimes, and in other cafes, civil and criini- 

nal, in the fuperior court, if either party requires it* ^Tbe 

judges, attorney, marftal, and general officers of the mil- 
itia are appointed by the Prefident. 
, 666.. 0//&^r Z)ii;i/7on. The northern part of the coun- 
try is conftituted a feparate territory, and called the dif- 
trift of Louifiana. it is placed under the jurifdiaion of. 
the governor oijndiana ; who, with the judges of the 
latter territory, is authorized to eftablifh inferior courts in 
Louifiana, and make laws for the government of the iti- 
fcabitants. A diftridt court is eftablifhed at Orleacs, and 
fuch of the laws of the United States as are applicable to 
the condition of the inhabitants^are extended to the whole 
country. ' Perfefl freedom of religion is guaranted ; a 
militia is conftituted; and the importation of flaves pro- 
kiliited. . - • * 
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CoNSTtTWTlOK Of THE U»*TB0 StITES^ 

^ 667- 0//A< Le^iflahtre, 

THE legfflative power of the United States \s vetted 
in a congrefsj conflfting of two hoofes or branches* 
a fenate and a houfe of reprefencatiyes.. The membets 
ef the' houfe of feprefentatives are chofen once in two 
years, by the pcrfons who are qualified to vote for mem- 
bers of the moft numerous, branch of the legiflature in 
tach date. To be entitled to a feat in thiiB houfe, a perfbn 
liiuft have attained to the age of twenty-five years, been a 
citizen of the United States for {even years, and muft bfi 
an ix^abitant of the flate, in which he is chofen. 

668; Stnatek The fenate confitts of tv^ofenators- from 
eiach date, chofen by the legiflature for fix years. The 
fenate is <Mvtded btothf^ee clafies,^ the ieats of one of 
which are vacated every fecond year. If a vacancy hap - 
pens during the recefsofthe legiflature, the executive of 
the flate makes a tempbrary appointment of a fenator, 
until the next meeting of the legiflature, A fenator mu(l 
have attained the age of thirty years, been a citizen of 
the United States nine years, andmufl: be an inhabitant 
of the ftatefor which he is chofen. 

669^. Powers of the two Htmfes* The houfe of repre- 
fentatives cboofe Uieir own fyeaker and other officers* 
and have the exclafive power of impeaching public of- 
ficers, aCnd originating biUs for raifing a revenue. The 
vice prefident of the United Statesis president of the fen- 
ate ; but the other officers are chofen by the fenate. 
The fenate tries all impeachments, each houfe determtns 
the validity of the elections and qualifications of its own 
members, forms its ownrules, and keeps a journal of its 
proceedings* The members are privileged from arreft 
while attending on the feffion, going to or returning from 
the fame, Except for treafon, fejony or breach of the peace. 

§70. Powers tf Congrefs.Tli^ congrefcoC\Ss3t\S\iJ«^ 
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States have power to make and enforce all laws wEFcfi 
are nccdury for tl^e general wdfatcr-^s to lay and col- 
lect taxes, impoft, ai)d excifes ; borrow money, regulate 
eommerce, edatdilh imifonp r^ijes of naturalization, coin 
money, eUablifli poll roads and pod- offices, promote the 
if;ts and iciences, infittute tribiin;4$» inft^rioj -to t)» fi^ 
preme court, deEne afid punil}i piracy, die.cl«^re w^r, and 
;^ake lef rifals, .raife and fupfort ari^i^^ PTCM^ide ^Xffi^i 
j^uUte tbemiUti^y aodtp makt ^Jil Jawi ^^.c^fl^ (p* 
irarry thefe poy^^rj {nJto effe^ 

67 !• jR^/lrjdiom. Ho bill of atmlnder Qr iretcoQ^V 
Jaw fb^l be pjL&d f the writ of lub^$ corpp^ c^q^ 
bjp fttfpendpd except in jcafe^ qf rsb^liipi) pr ip^ 
fion ; no dif e<$ tf^ can b^ }«U(^ ^^^p^ ^ccogrdj^^ IP a 
cenfus of tJble ioba^bvit^ts ; np duty pai^ )>e Ui^ .og f ;^- 
ports^ no m<mey ciin be^w^ frpm the .treaAuryy lM^e& 
l^ppfopriated by law t no title of i)o)>ilit7 q^i^ b^ ^Vitfilf 
9or can any public officei^ witbcuit tl^e jcpn^nt of &pi^* 
^^$, apcept qf any p^efpnt or :UUip fmm WJ imp^ 
prince ojf &dfJt. The ftatps-ltrp reftfgjn^ frpgi e^fumsft .. 
bills cf ^rftdit, feoija Wi^lung ^py thing bu| ffpl.d Qr /ijver 
^ tex^r for df^'^ts, an4 ikom I^»i3^S ^7 vb:^ }^^9J^ 
private copti^u5te» 

^72, ^,:^cmiv,f. The ^^eq^tiy^ j>Qwpr jof tj^ Uiu(e4 
Sutc» is vefted in a preft4ei;it| >^ hpJd$ ^> id$^ ^x 
fcur ye^9. ^o ^V»lify a man fpr pr^/i<Jf Df;i 6e mvift Javfr 
. been a ici^ia^n ^ t}i? »4pptip;> ^ ;hp ^ja/li^ion, 9^ 
ipn^ be a native of the Uni;|^ S|a(^ ^ h^ mnft hfiH^ j^^t* 
|aineda>t}^?gpof tj?iy;tyr£y^ years, ^j^j^ l^e^^ fowJt«?n 
ffar? a r^ftijen^ withfa the Upi jed §tf^te^. Th^e ptp64^0 
f^k4 vi^e pt^idpnf 5fci^ rfj^f^ by ,el^o?s d^rigpfit^4 i* 
lijch * ipaon^ ^ tj?e legyi^ux.e ^ jE^ob j?gj;<f <J|iU! ^i- 
i^. T^^ 9W>):^ of e^efi^prs i^pf^h ftgjt? is ^9^1^ \fi V 
IP^hplp lUWPbgr of f<?J?^Qr$ ?ip.4 r-^pr£(<^Ot^.t,iye|i, 

^73. ^P^-ww 0/ tha Prefiipu, T}^ pre(ji^(e;^ ^ jjje 
United S^^^ i^ 9QrQ^9»d(^ i?> cbitf Ji:if thf Jf|rfliy ^fl IJ^- 

y^^iiew aiP4 P5*4^^s j ppmjtwt^ Jfn4 with tlje cpi^toptof 
. the fenate, appoints and>ai[radorS| judges and ether officers ; 



rv 




EtMehU of Ufijfkt 



^nd with the advice afid ^diitfetit of {he fenate, forms tMa« 
ties, provided two thirds ofthefenate agreet Kefillf 
vacaricres in offices which happeti duniig the fec^fs 6f th^ 
fenate. He convenes th6 cbti^ls on extraordinary oc- 
cafions ; receives foreign minifters, gives information to 
congrefs (^ the ftate of public ^fiairs> and in general 
takes care that the la wr^ are faithfidty escetuted. 

ST^?. JwUclary. The judkFsiry of the tJftfted Stateaf 
eonfifts of onfe fupreiiie cdtiit/ind fiich inferior c6nrk ai 
the <:ongrels fliall ordaih, iTie jtidf es are to hold riicJt: 
<>ffices during good behaviory ktid theif (alaries c^fhcrd^ 
be diniihKhed during their cdntin^ance in df&te. The ju«^ 
dicfal power of these courts extends to all csdes m li*W 
and equity^ arififfg under the ecmOlttitiotiy or laws of thii 
United States, and under tt^ades ; to cafe of ptiBli«f 
ihihitlers and confuls ; to all cafes of admiralty and fnafi-^ 
tlmejurifdidlion ; to contrOVfeffies between \kt (late^r, aiid 
In which the United States are a party v between a ftate 
and citizen of another date, aiid between citia^ens of dif- 
ferent ftates 5 between citizen^ of the fanae ftate claiming 
under grants of dffiereht ftates ; and to catifas betweeti 
one of the ftates or^att Aiftericail citizen and a toreign 
fiate or citizen. 

675. ittght^ and rm^tmnliies. ftiall criinihalttia!seitept 
Impeacbnxent, the trial by July is guaranteed to the accii- 
fed. ^iTreafori fs rellriaed to the fifftple a^s of levying 
war agaihft the United States, and adhering to their ene- 
mies, giving them aid and comfort ; and no perfbn tail be 
convicted, but by two witnelTes to the faftie a^, or by con- 
feffion in open court. A conviiHon of treafon is not 
Follo^^ed by a corruption of blood, to dtfinfaent the heirs 
t>f the criminal, nor by a forfeiture of eftate except dur- 
ing the life of the offender. The citizens of each ftate 
are entitled tp all privileges and immunities of citizens in 
the feveral ftates. Congreft may admit new ftatrt into 
^the union, and the national cdilnpa<5t guarantees to each 
(late, a republican form of government, vo^j^^^Sosst ^"^^ 
protedtioh from foreign invj^u ^\A torc«S^!C. ^''«^'«**' 
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CONCLUSION. 

CrANti.AL Views of the Inhabitants of the United 

States. 

676. Pcfulafioih, 

THE original fettlers of Virginia and New-England, 
were alnioft all natives of England — thofe of New* 
York were native* of Holland, and other parts of the 
Netherlands—^ body of Swedes planted the firft colonf 
on die Delaware, where their defcendants are ftill found, 
though few of them unmixed with the progeny of other 
fettlers. . Maryland was originally peopled by emigrants 
from Ireland; the Carolinas and Georgia, by emigrants 
from England, Scodand and Germany ; and FeuDfyl' 
vania, from England, Ireland and Germany. To Mt 
original fettlers are to be added the Africans, who Ns^eie 
imported for the purpofe of cultivating the plantations 
of the fouthern fettlers and for domeftic^ fervants. 

677. Numbers of People* The inhabitants of the Uni- 
ted States* cxdufive of fome tribes of Indians not enu- 
merated, amounted in 1800, to^vtf millhns three hundred 
and five ihoufanJ. Of this nun^ber a million are Afti* 
cans and their defcendants ; and eight hundred and ninety- 
three thoufand are flaves. The population of the United 
States, according to (he inc^eafe of thie lad ten years, as 
exhibited by tlie cenfus, doubles in t^'enty-«ight years.— 
The population of the northern ftates, dotibles in lefs than 
twenty-five years, by natuial meains. JBut this lacreafe 
is confiderably accelerated by migrations from Europe. 

678. Sub/tjlence. The firft fetders for a few years, 
imported no fmall portion of their food from Europe j ^ 
but foon become accuftomed to the ule of maiz, whict 
they found among the natives, from whom they learnt the 
mode of cultivating it, and feveral ways of dreffing it for 
food. Some of the difiies which are ftill favorites on out 
tables, as famp, fuccotaOi and hommony, were derived 
from the lndians> and the hoe cake,' fo convenient on l 



V 



Elements of llfeful KnozuIeJge. 2i(J3 

journey in a wUdernefs, often fuftamed our anceftors in 
their expeditions through the foreft ro war or in traveling. 
But wheat, and othor grains, together wh efculent roots, 
were foon cultivated fo as to fumifli an ample fupply of 
food. The potatoe, however, though origifially an 
American root, ^as not cultivated in the Englifti col- 
onies till within about feventy years. Many perfons ar^s 
ftill living who never faw a pptatoe^ill they were twenty 
years old. Tea and coffee were of later introdu<flion ; 
indeed coffee was little ufed till the revolution, i 

679. Clothings The clothing of the firfl: fettles was 
all of foreign fabric ; and fo is all tbe cloth of fine tex- 
ture, ufed in the United States at this time. The rich- 
nefs and cheapnefs of the lands in America, have made 
the people almoU wholly agricultural ; and the fruits of 
the earth are exchanged with foreign nations for their 
manufadtures-. But as without manufadlures, many fe- 
male hands would be unem ployed, iho ft of the farmiers raif« 
a fmall quantity of flax, cotton or wool, which is wrought 
into coarfe cloths for commofi ufe. Manufa(iures how- 
•ever are more and more attended^ to, as the people mul- 
tiply and their wants increale ; or as the prices of foreign 
manufaflures are enhanced. 

680. Luxuries* Before the revolution, luxury was 
limited to the fduthern colonies, and a few commercial 
towns in the Borthern. The food of tlie yeomanry of the 
country was almoft wholly of their own produ<5lion, as 
was mioft of their* common clothing. Carriages were 
very rare in New-England, ili the middle of the lad 
century, ,Tl\e firft chaife feen in New-tlaven was intro- 
duced in the year 1740, and at that time there were no 
more than eleven houfes in tlie town with fafh lights. 
Boots were worn by few perfons, before the revoli4tion, 
and gold watches were extremely rare, \n 17D0. 

681% Amufements. Dancing has always been a fa- 
vourite amufement in this country. Young people kn 
every town and village, colled for the pur^ofe ow ^tvxvovs.'^ 
occafions, and efpecially in New-E.(v^\atvdik2C<.\?c\^ Qf^v.^^-^^ 
WiQ^tionSf and at the annual Thaukf gWitv^* \u ^-V^ \^^^^^ 

S 
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xovrhs, regular %fl*emblies are a part cf the winter enter- 
talnxnent. Cards and back-gammon, form a part of the 
common diverfioosy and chefs begins to be faflitonable. 
tiunting is pra^iced in a few places ; and horfe-races 
in the middle and foathem dates, are confidercd as the 
moil interefting public entertainments. TLey are held 
regularly in fpriog and autumn, and are the general re- 
fort of fafliionable people from all the neighboring coun< 
try. Among the yeomanry, games with a ball, especial- 
ly cricket, are very common. Formerly w^eftling was 
very common among the young men, who (ludied it with 
the adiduity beftowed infome countries oa fencing; but 
the pra<flice is nearly obfolete. 

6S?. Prrfimi and Charaaer of the Imhabiianis. The 
inhabitants of the northern ftates are generally tall, bosj 
and mufcular ; and lefs corpulent ^an their Zsg^'^ ^' 
ceftors. They are remarkable for their indn&iy/\xw«x^- 
tion and perfeverence. They make the moil diligent 
farmers and mechanics — and the moil a4^ive, bold and 
hardy feamen on earth. They are diftinguiihed forthw 
habits of fubordi nation to parental and civil anthorlty) 
which render them peaceaUe, obliging and hofpitabler 
but educated in perfedt freedom, and with a drong fenfe 
of p2ifonal independence, they fpurn ;at every afluropuon 
of fuperiority, and treat with contempt and dete/b»uon> 
any man who is overbearing in his manners. The vices 
of drunkennefs, tipling, gan^bling, trickinmefs in mutual 
dealings, profanity and the like, are faiind among \ht 
more corrupt xnembfirs of the community. But the 
great body of the people, who are freeholders, with ef- 
tates in fee which fuinilh them with means of fubfift- 
ence, maintain the charader of good fenfe, difcemment 
axid4>ure morals ; living in the conftant attendance upon 
religious worfhip, and adoming their profeffion of chri(- 
tians, by a correfpond^at praflicc. 
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THE 

FAREWELL ADDRESS 

or • 

GEORGE WASHIKGTOK. 

,, Friends and FcUow-Citizcn«, 

THE period for a new ele£l»on of a citizen, to ad- 
minifter the executive government of the Wmted 
States, being not far diftant, and the time actually arriv- 
ed, when your thoughts- rauft be employed in deftgnating 
the perfon who is to be clothed with that important 
truft, it appears to me proper, efpecially as it may con- 
duce toamorediftinia: expreffionof the public voice, that 
I (hould now apprife you of the refolution I have formed, 
to decline being confidered among the number of thofe 
out of whom a choice is to be made* I beg you, at the 
fame time, to do me the juftice to be afliired, that this 
refolution has not been taken, without a ftri(5l regard tQ 
all the. confiderations appertainmg to the relation which 
binds a dutiful citizen to his country j and that, in with- 
drawing the tender of fervice which filence in my fitua- 
t ion might imply, lam influenced by no diminution of 
zeal for your future inteieft ; no deficiency of grateful 
refpedt, for your paft kindnefs ; but am fupported by a 
full convidlon that^h# ftep is compatible with both. 

2. The acceptance of, und continuance hithert<yn the 
office' to which your fuiFrages have twice called me, have 
been- a uniform facrifice of inclination to the opinion of 
duty, and td a deference for what appeared to be your 
defiie. I conftantly hoped, that it would have been mucli 
earlier in my power, confiftent with motives which I was 
not at liberty to difregard, to return to that retirement 
from which I had been relu(5lantly drawn. The ftrength 
of my inclination to do this, previous to the la ft ele<5Hon» 
had even led to the preparation of an add\e^s \o ^^<^';^\^ 
it to you ; but mature refle<5tion on iVve xYve^v -^^tt^^j^^^ 
H0d critical poliure of our affaus v;k\i ioxev^VL AxxcCva^'^*^ 
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;tnd, the unanimous advice of perfons entitled to mj co2»» 
fidence, impelled me to abandon the idea. 

3. 1 rejpice that the ftate of your concerns, external 
as well asintemaU no longer renders the putfuitof incli- 
nation incompatible with the fentiment of duty»orpro* 
priety ; and am peifuaded, whatever partiality may bt 
retained for my fervices, that in the prefent clrcumftances 
of our country, you will not difapprove my dcteimina- 
tion to retire. 

4. The impreflions with which I firft undertook the 
arduous truft, were explained oh the proper occafioD. In 
the difchargc of this truft, I will only fay, that I have 
with good intentions, contributed towards the organiza- 
tijnand adminiftration of the government, the beft exer- 
tions of which a very fallible judgment was capable. Nor 
imconfcious, in the outftt, of the inferiority of my qaa/i- 
flcations, experience in my ow^ eyes, perhaps Ml moit 
in the eyes of others, has ftrengthened the motWcs to 
diffidence of myfclf ; and, every day the «ncreafiBg 
weight of years admonifhes me more and more that the 
fhade of retirement is as iiecefFary to me as it will be 
v/elcoipe. Satisfied that if any circum fiances have giv- 
en peculiar value to my fervices, they were temporary, 1 
Jiave the confolation to believe, that while chpice and 
prudence invite me to quit the political fcene, patriotilm 
does not forbid it. 

5. In looking forward to the moment, which is in- 
tended to terminate the career of my public life, my feel- > 
ingsdi<not permit me to fufpetid the deep acknowledg- 
ment of that debt of gratitude which I owe to my be- 
loved country, for the many honors it has confetFred up- 
on me ; ftill more for the ftedfaill confidence with which 

it has fupported me; and for the opportunities I have 
thence enjoyed of manifefting my inviolable attachment, 
by feivlces faithful and perfevering, tho in ufefulnefs un- 
equal to my zeal. If benefits have refulted to our country 
from thefe lervices, let it always be remembered to your 
praife and as an inftruiflive example in our annals, that \ 
fider circ umftances iv. vrVAcVi ^^ '^^^osk'^^ -^^vixftd in 




Ekment^ of Ufeful Knowledge^ 209 



tvtiXi dife(aion, were liable to mlflead, amidft. appear, 
ances (bmetimes dubious — viciffitudes oi' fortnine often 
difcouraging — in iituations in which not unfrequeatly- 
\rant offuccefs has counteiianeed the fpirit of criticifm— 
the conftancy of your fiipport was the effential prop of 
the efforts, and^ a. guarantee of the plans hy which they 
wereeiFe<5ted.. 

6>; Profoundedly penetrated with' this idea, I (hall 
carry it with me to niy grave, as a ftrong incitement to. 
unceafing vows that Heaven may continue to you the v 
choiceft tokens of its beneficence — -that your union and. 
brotherly affedlion may be perpetual — that the fre& con- 
ftitution, which is the work of your hands, may be fa-* 
credly mainf;ained-^--that its adminiHralion in every de- 
partment may be ftamped with wifdom and virtue^-thaf* 
in fine, the. happitiefsof the people of thefe States wnder- 
the aufplces of liberty,, may be made complete, by fo^ 
careful a prefervatlon and fo prudent a ufe of this blef- 
fing, as will acquire to thetn the glory of recommending. 
it to the applaufe, the affe^ion and the adoption of every, 
nation which is yet a ftranger to it. 

7. Here, perhaps I ought to ftpp. Bnt a^folicltude' 
for your welfare, which cannot end but with my life, and- 
the apprehenfion: of danger,* natural to that foIicitude> 
urge me on an occafion like the prefent, to offer to your 
fokmn contemplation, and to recommend to your fre- 
quent review, fome fentimeilts, which are the refult of 
inacli refie'Stion^ of no -iftcqniiderable obfervq^tion, and' 
which appear, to me all important tO' the permanency of 
your felicitv as a Pc^ople. Thefe will be offered to you 
with the more freedom, as you . can only fee in them , the 
diiinterefted warnings of a parting friend, who can poiu- 
bly have no perfonal motives to bias his council. Nor 
can I forget as an encouragement to it, your indulgent 
leccption of my fentifnenis on a former and not diffimilar - 
Of call jn. In»'er woven a5 is the love of liberty with e^ery 
ligamen'c of.your heaits,. no recommendation of mine is 
nejeflliry to fortify or confiim the attachment. • 

S. The uniiy of government wli'c\c<:>'i^^365o^'^'?»^^'^'22c>»^. 

a. 2. 
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people Is alfo now dear to you. It is juftly fo ; for it is 
a main pillar in the edifice of your real independence, 
the fupport of your Kaii^iliity at 4iome, your peace 
abroad ; of your fafety ; of your profperity ; of that very 
liberty which vbu fo highly prize. But as it is eafy to 
forefce, that ihsaj^a different caufes .and froni different 
quarters, much pMA^^ffrfll be taken^ many artifices em- 
ployedf to weaken iA your minds the conyidlion of this 
truth ; as this is the point in your political iprtr€fs' again (l 
■which the batteries of internal and external enemies will 
be moll cpnftantly and aftiely (though often covertly 
and infidioufly) directed* it is of infinite moment) that 
you (hould properly eftimate the iminenfe value of your 
national Union, to your colle<5tive and individual bappi-> 
nefs ; that you fhould cherilh a cordial, habitual and im- 
moveable attachment to it ; acculloming yourfelyes to. 
tliink andfpeakofit as the Palladium of your polit/V 
cal fafety and profperity ; watching, for its prefervauott; 
with jealous anxiety \ difcountenancing whatever may fugt. 
geft ejjen a, fufplcion that it can in any eveijjt ^^e aban- 
doned ; and Indignantly frowning upon the firft dawning^ 
of every attempt to alienate any portion of our country 
from the reft, or to enfeeble the facred ties, which no^ 
link together the various parts. 

9. for this you have every inducement of fympathy 
and interefl. Citizens by birth or choice, of a common: 
country, that country has (fright to concentrate your af-. 
fedlions. The namq of jimericMif which belongs to jjoa in, 
your national capacity, muft always exalt the juft pndeof 
patriotifra, more than any appellation derived from local 
difcriminations. With flight (hades of diiferenee, youhave- 
the fame religion, manners, habits and political principles. 
You have in a common caufe fought and triumphed to- 
gether ; the independence and liberty you poflefs are the 
"vvork of joint councils, and joint efforts, of con^mpn djuir 
gers, fufferings and fucceiTos. But thefe confiderationS| 
however powerfully they addrefs themfelves to your fe^r 
fibility, are greatly outweighed by thofe which apply 
n^ore immediately to youf intereft — Here every portt(Hl 
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of our country finds the mod comnaanding motives for 
eaiefully guarding and prefervins: the tjnion of the whole. 

^0, The North, \\\ an unreftrained inter courfe with 
the Soulhi proteded by the equal laws of a common gov- ^ 
ernment, finds in the produ<5lions of the' latter, great ad- 
ditional refources of maritime and commwial enterprife 
and precioiis materials of roanufafturing mduftiy. Tha 
Southy in the fame iutcrcourfe, benefiting by the agency 
of the JVof-fhffees ita agriculture grow and its commerce 
expand. Turning partly into its own channels .the fea?. 
men of the Nortbi. it finds its particiijar navigation in* 
vigorated ; and while it contributes, In different vays, to 
nourifh. aud increafb the general: mafs of the nationa^i 
navigation, it looks forward to the protection of a mari-* 
timQ ftrengthi to which itfelf is unequally adapted. The 
Eqfii in a like intercourfe with the JVefti^ alreai,dy finds, and 
iri the progrefljve improveinent of interior cpmmunio^- 
tions, by land and water, will more and more find a val-s 
uatle vent for the commodities which it brings from a-, 
broad, or mabufa<5tures at hoioe. The tVeft derives from 
the Eqft fupplies requifite to its growth and comfort-— 
and what is perhaps of ftill gi eater confequence, it muft 
of neceflity owe the fecurs enjoyment of indifpenfable 
oullets for its own produiElions to the weight, influence, 
and the future mari time ftrength of the Atlaniri: fide of 
the Union, df!re(51;ed by on. ijidilfoluble community of ini 
terefta^ ONE NATION. Any otlier tenure by which ^ha 
W'eji can Irold this elfential advantage, whether derived 
from its own feparate ftrength, or from an apoftate and 
unnatural conne£lio,n with any foreign power* muft be in* 
tfinfically precarious. 

\ I , While then eveiy part of our country thus feels an 
immediate and particular intereft in Union, all the par- 
ties combined cannot fail to find in the united mafs of 
means and efforts greater llrength, greater refources, pro- 
poitionahly greater fecurity from external danger, a left 
frequent ii\tertuption of their peace by foreign nations j 
and, whcit isoflneitimaHli: value ! they muH derive from 
Union an exemption from tliofe broils a»ad ^-^^ ^'^^ 
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twcen themfelves, which fo frequently afflidt neighbcrlng 
:ountries, not tied together by the fame goveinmont ; 
which their own rivalfhips alone "would .be fufRcient to 
produce, but which oppofite foreign alliances, attach* 
ments and intrigues would flimulate and etnbitler. — 
Hence like wife they will avoid the necefBty of thofe 
jvergrown military eftablithmentii, which, under any form 
Df government, are inaufpicious to liberty, and which are 
:obe regarded as paiticulaily ho'ftile to Republican Lib- 
erty ; in this feiife it is, that your Union ought to be 
ionfidered as a main prop of your liberty, and that the 
love of the one ought to endear to you the prefervationj 
j{ the other. 

1 % Thefe confiderations fpcak a perfuafive lajiguage* 
:o every refledling and virtuous mind, and exhibit iXe 
rontinuance of die Union as a primary object of patn-- 
3tic di^hi^* J b there adoubc, whether a commotv go^-- 
jmment.can embrace fo large a fpherc ? Let expenence- 
blve it. To liften to meie Speculation ih^ fuch a cafe 
j^ere criminal. • We are authorifed to hope that a proper 
M'ganization of the whole, with< the auxiliary agency of j 

governments for the refpeftive fubdrvifionsywill afford a. 1 
rappyiftie to the experiment. 'Tis well worth a fair 
ind full experiment. With fuch powerful arid obvious, 
notives to Union, affe<5ling all parts of our country,, 
vhile experience ihall not have dcmoRftrated its fmpVac- 
icability, there willal*vaysbe reafon to diftrull tlie patri- 
xtifm of thofe,' who in. any quarter may endeavour to; 
weaken its bands.^ 

13. in contemplating the caufes which may difturb 
«r Union,, it occnis as a matter of ferious concern, that 
iny ground fhouhi have been furnifhed for chaia<51eri{ing 
>artics by gtograpVtca! difcriminaiions— wi7r//>c/-/i •Sindfouih' ■ 
rn — jitlaatic and tvefit-rn ; whence defignin^r men may ' 
nJeavor fo excite a belief that th<^»-e is a r^ral di6Fei{nce 
►f local interefts and views. Que of the c:vp?d ?\.ls of 
)arry to acqutie influenre, wlth:n 'parc'cuLir ii,U]a ., is 
6 mifreprv^fent the opiuioi;s 3jd:d'j)ib o. o"' ..^ ,. ■■■'c's,' 
^ou cannot fhield yourieives too th v.. . •-tvu: t:.j 
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jcaloufies and heart burnings which fpring from thefe 
xnifreprefentations : tjiey tend to render ab'en to each 
other thofe who ought to be bound together by frater- 
nal afFedlibn. The inhabitants of our weftem country 
have lately had a ufeful leffon on this head : they have 
feen, in the negociation by the Executive, and in the 
unanimous ratification by the Senate, of the treaty with 
Spain, and in the univerfal ^fatisfadlion at that event 
throughout the United States, a decifive proof how un- 
founded were the fufpicions propagated among them of 
a policy in the General Government and in the Atlant,ic 
States, unfriendly to their interefts in regard to the Mlfft- 
fippi : they have been witnefles to the formation of two 
treaties, that with Great-Britain and that with Spain, 
which fecure to them every thing they could defire, in 
refpe^t to our foreign i-elations, towards confirming their 
profperity. Will it net be their wifdofm to rely for the 
prefervation of thefe advantages on the Union by which 
they were procured ? Will they not henceforth be deaf 
to thofe advifers, if fuch there are, who would fever theni 
from their brethren, and conned them with ^liens ? 

14. To the efficacy and permanency of your Union, a 
government for the whole is indifpenfable— -No alliances, 
however ftrift, between the parts, can be an adequate ^ 
fubftitute : they muft inevitably experience the infra^ions 
and interruptions which all alliances in all times have 
experienced* Senfible of this momentous truth, you have '" 
-improved upon your firft eflay, by the adoption of a con- 
ftitution of government better calculated than your form- 
er, for an intimate Union, and for the efficacious manage- 
ment of your common concerns. This government, the 
offspring of our own choice, uninfluencied and una wed, 
adopted upon full inveftigation and mature deliberation, 
completely free in its principles, in the diftribution of its 
powers, uniting fecurity with energy, and containing 
within itfelf a provifion for its own amendment, has a 
juft claim to your confidence and your fupport. ReC- 
pedfor its authority, compliance w\vVv \x.% \v«^i ^^q>^as!U 
cence in its meafpre^, are duties eivym^^ Vj ^^ ^>ass.^^- 
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inenud maxims of true Liberty* The iMtfis of our po&t* 
tctl fyftems is the right of the people to make and alter 
their Conftitutions of Groyernment— But, the conftitution 
which at any time exifts till changed by an explicit and 
authentic aft of the whole people, is facredly obligatory 
upon all. The very idea of the power and the right (mT 
the people to eflablifli government prefnppofes the duty 
of every individual to obey the eftablifhed government. 

15. All dbftruftions to the execution of the Laws, all 
combinations and aifociations, imder whatever plaufible 
chara^er, with the real defign to direft, control, cocmer- 
aft, or awe th^ regular deliberation and a^ion of the con- 
ftituted authorities, are deftruftlve of this fundamental 
principle, and of fatal tendency. They ferve to org^anize 
f aft ion, to give it an artificial and extraordinary force^^ 
to put in the place of the delegated will of tht naUOTV> 
the will of a party, often a fmall but artful and cnteTpri- 
fmg minority of the community ; and, accordmg to the 
alternate triumphs of dtfiereht parties to make the public 
adminiflration the mirror of the ill-concerted and incon* 
gruous projefts of faftion, rather than the organ of confift* 
ent and wholefome plans digefted by common cooncils, 
and modified by mutual interefts. However combinations 
or affociations of the above defcription may now and then: 
anftver popular ends, they isiraKkely in thecourff of tiftie 
and things to become potent engines, by which cunnings 
ambitious and unprincipled men will be enabled to fflb-^ 
vert the power of the people, and to nfurp to ihemfelve& 
the reins of government ; deftroying afterwards the. very 
engines which h^Tfe lifted them to un}uft dominion. 

1 6. Towards the prefervat ion of your government, and 
the permanency of your prefent happy ftate, it is requi- 
fite, not only that you fpeedily dircotrnteitance irregular 
oppofitions to its acknowledged asihority, but alfo that 
you refift with care the fpirit of innovation upon hs prin- 
ciples however fpecious tfce pretexts. One method of at 
fault roay be to efFeft in the fcrmsof the conftitutioi) al- 
terations which will impair the energy of the fyftem', and 

'us(o uijdftfmme what caaKnox\jc ivteOX^ o^^rCccto'^rft.x. 
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lu all t^ changes to which you may be iiiTited> remem- ' 
bex that time and habit are at leaH as nece^ary to fix the 
true charadler of governments, as of other human infti- . 
Cutions — that experience is the fureft ftandard, by which 
to tell the leal tendency of the exifting conftitution of a 
country — that facility in changes upon the creditor ij>€re 
hypothefis and opinion, expoXes to perpetual change^from 
the endlefs variety of hypotJbefis and opinion ; and remezti- 
ber, efpecially, that for die efficient managenaent of your 
common interefts,in a country io extenfive as ours, ^ 
government of as much vigor as is conGftent with -the 
perfedb fecurity of liber ty> is indifpenfable* Liberty it- 
fe!f will find in fuch a goverameni, with po weirs proper- 
ly didributed and aJjufted> its furel^ guardian. It is, in* 
deed, little elfe than a name, where the goverament is ■ 
too feeble to withftand the enterprifes of fa^ton, to con*- 
fine each member of the fociety within the h'mits prefer!* 
h^di by the laws, and to maintain all in the fecure and 
tranquileftjoymentof the rights of perfon and property. 
17. I have already intimated to you, the danger of par- 
ties in the ftate, with particular reference to the founding 
of tnem on geographical difcriminations. Let me now 
take a more comprchenfive view, apd warn you in the inoft 
folexnn manner againft the. baneful e£Fe<£ts of the fpi^rit of 
party, gfenerally. This fpirit, unfortunately, is. inftpara*- - 
ble from ournature, ha/ying its root in the ftrongeft pa^ • 
ft^nsof the human mind. — Itexifts under different ftiapes 
in all governments, more or lefsftified, coatroled, or re* 
pieffed ; but in thofe of the popular form, it is feen in its 
greateft ranknef$, and is tiuly tlieir wotft enemy.- The 
aitenoate domination of one fadtion over another, (haipen-> 
ed by the fpirit of revenge^ natural to party diflention, 
which, in di^rent ages and Countries h^ perpetrated 
die ZEioft horrid enorn^ties> is itfelf frightful defpottfm. — 
But this leads atlengthto a more formal and permanent 
xJeipotifm. — ^The difordeis and miferies, which reAik, 
gradually incline the minds of men' to feek fecuilty and 
lepofe tnl!he abfolut^ power of an iacKridnal ; 'atwi<kiiRS«^^^ 
or later the chirf of fgnftepi^vaVVvti^ ^3k©A«5;itk^'aiax<6«5^^«^'^ 
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more foitunate than his competitors, turns this difpofiti^ 
to the purpofes of his own elevation, on the'ruins of pub* 
lie Libeity, 

18. Without looking forward to an «xtreinity of this 
kind (which nevertheiefs ought not to be entirely out of 
fight) the common and continual mifchiefs of the {pint 
of party arefufficient to make it the inter efl and duty oC 
a wife people to difcourage and reltrain it. It ferves 
always to diftracl the public councils and enfeeble the pub- 
lic ad piini ft ration. It agitates the community with ill* 
founded jealoufies and falfe alarms ; kindles the animo- 
fity of one part againft another, foments occafionallr 
riot and infurreftion. It opens the door to foreign in* 
fluence and corruption, which find a facilitated accefs to 
the government itfelf through the channels of party paf* 
fions. Thus the policy and the will of one country are 
fubjedled to the policy and will of another* 

19. There is an opinion that parties in free-Countries 
are ufeful checks upon the adminiftratioriof the govern* 
■nenr, and ferve to keep alive the fpirit of libertj. This 
within certam limits is probably true j and in govern- 
ments of a J monarchical caft, patriotifm may look with 
indulgence, if not with favor, upon the fpirit of party* 
But in thofe of a popular chara<aer, in governments 
purely eledive, it is a fpirit not to be encouraged. From 
their natural tendency, it is certain therei will always be 
enough of that fpirit for every falutary purpofe. And 
there being conftant danger of eicel*, the eiflFort ought', to 
be by foice of public opinion, to mitigate and aflUage it*. 
A fire not to be quenched ; it demands a uniform vlgi- 
Ltnce to prevent its burfting into a flame, left, inftead of 
warmings it (hould confume. 

20. It is important likewife, that the habits of think- 
ing in ^ free country, ihouldinfpire Caution, in thofe en- 
tiulled with its adminiftration, to confine themfelves 
within jhpir refpedlive conftitutionalfpheres, avoiding in 
the exercife of the. powers of one deffeirtment^ to encroach 
upon another. The fpirit of encroachnient t&nds to con- 

i'olidnte th^ powers of aV\ x.\x© de^\\ttt^^x% v«w ofc^^^-^nd 
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^reate, whatever the form bfgevemmcnt, a rtal defpo- 
tifm. A juft eftifljate of that lov^ of powef , and prone- 
iiefs to abtife it, which predominates in the human heart 
is fufficient to* fatisf jr ©s of the truth of this pofition. The 
iieceffity^of reciprocal checks in tlje «xercift of political 
power, by dividing and diftiibuting it into different d€- 
pofitortes, and conftitutjng each xke guardian of public 
weal againft invafions by the others, has been evinced by 
experiments ancient and modern : fome of them tn ©lir 
country and under our own ejm* To f rcferve them 
^uft be as neceffary as to inft4t<ite thein* If j iii the opin- 
ion d( t^e pe^le, the didrlW^iCtii or fttodiEcati^ 6f th« 
^onilitutional powers be in any panicular wrong, let it 
iecorreded by an amendment in the way which the coni 
ftitution designates. But let diere be no change by ufur^ 
^tion } for tho tiis,in one inftance, may be the inftni- 
pient of good, it ifr the cis^ftomary weapotk by which free 
governnaents are deftroyed. The precedent mud always 
:greatly overbstlance in permanent evil any partial or tran* 
iient benefit which the ufe can at any time yield. 

21. Of all the difpofitions and habits which lead to po- 
iitical prbfperity, religion and morality are indifpenfable 
fupports* — — In vain would that man claim the tribute 
of patriot^fiUy who ihould labor to fubvert the^ great piU 
ishrs of human happinefs, rhe& firmefl props of the duties 
ai men and citrs5ens.'*--«The mer^ politician, e^ally with 
the pious maUi . o^ght to refpeift and t^^ic^ierifii them. A 
volume could not "^ace all their conne^ioiis with private 
ssisi4ipubtic felidty. I>et it fimply be afked> where is the 
l^uritylfo^roperty* for reputation, fdr life, if. the fen& 
of religious obligation desirt the ooths^ which are the 
inftruments of inveftigation in cpuitsof juftice ; and let 
tis with ca,ution indulge the fupppfition, that morality can 
lie . maijitained without religion. Whatever may be con- 
ceded to the influencse of refined education on minds of 
peculiarilru^ftre ; reafon and experience both foibid us> 
toexji^ that national morality can prevail in exchifioa 
of relig??ris principle. 'Tis fabft.aTXU'aJtV^ xxNxs^'^'ae^^^'^'^^^ 
ormoMitjisaneceflkry fpfmg ol ip<5^\3\-Mc. ^<:>^i^'v\^'«^^'^^^ 
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The rule indeed extends with more or le& force to every 
fpecies of fxee government. Who that is a fincere friend 
to it can look with indifference upon attempts to ihake 
the foundation of the fabric ? 

' 22. Promote then, as an objeA of primary import- 
ance, mftitutions for the general diffuifen of knowledge. 
—In proportion as the ftrufture of a government gives 
force to public opinion, is it effential that public opinion 
ihould be enlightened. As a very important fource of 
ftrength and fecurity, cheri(h public credit, one method 
of preferring it is to ufe it as fparingly as poffible $ avoid- 
ing occafions of ezpenfe by cultivating peace ; but re- 
memberjiig alio that timely di(burfements to prepare for -. 
danger, frequently prevent much greater difbuiiements 
to repel it; avoiding likewife the accumulations ofdeb^ 
not only by ihunning occaiionsof expenfe, but by figor* 
cus exertions in time of peace to difcharge {be debxs 
which unavoidable wars may have occafioned, not un- 
generoufly thi owing upon pofterity the burden which we 
purfelves ought to bear. The execution of thefe maxims 
belongs to your reprefentatives, but it is neceffary that 
public opinion (hould co-operate. To facilitate to tbera 
the performance of their duty, it is eilential that you 
ihould practically bear in mind, that towards the pay- 
ment of debts their muft be revenue ; to have revenue 
there muft be taxes : that no taxes caft be devifed which 
are not more or lefs inconvenient and unpleafantr^ that 
the intrinfic embarraffment infeparable from the feledion 
of the proper object (which is always a choice of difficulties) 
ought to be a decifive motive for a candid con(^ru<5bion of 
the condudlofthe government in making it, and for a 
'Ypirit of acquiefcence in the niieafures for obtaining re- 
venue which the public exigencies miy at any time dilate. 
. 23. Obferve good faith and juftice towards all nations ; 
cultivate peace and harmony with all ; religion and mor- 
ality enjoin this conduA ; and can it be that good policy 
does not equally enjoin it ? It will be worthy of a free, 
enlightened, and, at no diftant period, a great nation, to 
jg^ve to mankind the magnanimous and too novel example 
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•fa people always guided byiian exalted juftice and be- 
nevolffiice.* Who can doubt that .in the courfe of time 
and things, the fruits of fuch a plan would richly repay 
any temporary advantages which might be loft by a fteady 
adherence to it ? Can it be, that Providence has not con- 
nefted the permanent felicity of a nation with its virtue? 
The experiment, at leaft, is recommended by every fenti- 
ment which ennobles human nature. Alas ! is it render- 
ed impoflible by its vices ? . 

24?. In the execution of iuch a plan, nothing is more ef^ 
fential than that permanent inveterate antipathies againft 
particular nations, and paflionate attachments for others 
ihould be excluded ; and that in pla^e of them juft.and 
amicable feelings towards all (hould be cultivated. The 
nation, which indulges towards another an habitual ha- 
tred^ or an habitual fondnpfs, is in fome degree a flave. 
It is a flave to its animofity or to its affedlion, either of 
which is fuiBcient to lead itaftray from its duty and its 
Jateieft.. Antipathy in one nation agai;ift another dif- 
ppfes each more readily to offer infult and'injury, to lay 
hold of flight caufes of umbrage, and to be haughty and 
jntraflable, when accidental or trifling occafions of dif- 
pute occur. Kence frequent collifions) obULnate, enven- 
omed and bloody cofltefts. The nation, prompted by ill 
will and refentment, foraetimes impels to war the govern- 
ment, contrary to the beft calculations of policy. The. 
government fometimes participates m the national pro- 
penfity, and adepts through pafllon what reafon would^ 
reje^ ; at other limes, it makes the animofity of the na- 
tion fubfervient to projefts of hoftility inftfgated by pride, 
ambition and other fmiftej and pernicious motives. The 
peace often, fometimes perhaps the liberty, of nations has 
been the vidlim. v, 

25. So likewife a paflionate attachment of one nation 
for another produces a variety of evils. Sympathy for the 
.favorite nation, facilitating the illufion of an imagina- 
ry common intereft, in cafes where no i eat common inter- 
eft exifts, and infufing into one the etvxavut^ cv^^'^i ^'^^'^v 
betrays the former into ^, pattki^pscVAOtimX^ci^ c^-^xv^ss.-^^^ 
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wars of the latter, without adequate inducement or j'lifU'^ 
fication. It leads alfo t6 conceflions to the {avoritr 
nation of privileges denied ta others, which is apt doubly 
to injure the nation making the concefllons ; by unnecef^ 
farily parting with wliat ought to-have been retained ; and 
by exciting jealoufy, ill will, and a difpofition toretaliate^ 
in the parties from whom eqjaal pririleges are withheld ;. 
And it gives to ambitious, corrupted, or deluded citizens 
(who devote themfelves to the favorite nation) facility ^ 
betray, or Sacrifice thr intercfts of their own country^ 
without odium, fometimes even with popularity ; gilding 
with the appearances of a virtuous fenfe of obligation, a 
commendable deference for public opinion, or a laxidable 
zeal for public good, the bafe or fooKfh compliances o£ 
ffl^bilionj corruption or infatuation. 
26. As avenues to foreign influence in innumeraB/e ^Vfs^ 
fticli attachments are particularly alarming to the truly 
enlightened and independent patriot. How many op- 
portunities do they afford to tamper with domeftic fac« 
tions, to praAlce die arts of fedudion, to miflead pubHc' 
opinion, to influence or awe the public comnciU ! Sucbaii 
attachment of fmall or weak, towards a great and pow- 
erful nation, dooms the former to be the fatellite of thelat^ 
ten Agalnu the infidiou* wiles of foreign influence, (I 
conjure you to believe me, fellow citizens) the jealbufy of 
a free people ought to be constantly awake ; fince hif^ 
tory and experience prove that foreign influence is one of 
the moft baneful foes of republicati government. BuC 
that jealoufy, to be ufeful, mufl be impartial : elfe it be- 
comes the inftrument of the veiy influence to be avoidedr 
inftead of a defence againft it. — Exceffive partiality for 
one foreign nation, and exceffive diflike of another, caufe 
thofe whom they adluate, to fee danger only on one fide 
and ferve to veil and even fecond the arts of influence on 
the other. — Real patriots, who may refid the intrigues of 
the favorite, are liable to become fufpedled and odious *j 
while its tools and dupes ufurp the applaufe and confi- 
dence of the people, to furrender their interefts. The 
gTcu rule of condu^ for ub, m lej^jd xg fetei^ nationib 
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is, in extending our commercial relations, to have, wiiji 
them as little POLITICAL coi>ne<aion as poflible. S9 fax 
as we have already formed engagements, le; them be ful- 
filled with'perfed good faith.— Here let us (lop. 

27.. Europe has a fet |fc^iraary interefts, which to 
us have none,4?r a very remote relation. Hence (he muft" 
be engaged in freqiient controverfie§, the caufes cf whicii 
greeflentially- foreign to our concerns. Hence, therefore, 
itmuftbe- unwife^in us to implicate ourfelves by- artificial 
ties, in. the ordinary viciifitudies of her politics^ or the Qr- 
dinarx combinations and coUifioils o£ her^ friendfhips^ or 
•nmities* Our detached and dlftant fituation invites and 
enables us to purfue a differentcourfe. If we. reiTiain oiii^ 
eople, under an efficient government, the period i&nojt 
ar off, when we may defy naaterial injury. from external 
annoyance ; when^we n^y take fuch an attitude as wili 
caufe the neutrality, we may at any- time refolve upoQ, 
to be fcrupuoufly i;efpe6led ; when belligerent nations, ua* 
der the impoflGrbility of making acquilltions upon us, will 
not lightly hazard the giving us provocatiou -; when Wf " 
may choofe peace or war, as our intereft,^ guided by jufj- - 
tice, (hall courifel. V ' 

28. Why forego .the advantages of fo peculiar a liir- 
nation ? Why quit our own to (land upon foreign ground ? 
Why, by interweaving our deftiny with that of any part 
of Europe^ entangle our peace and pfofpeutyin the.toilg 
of European ambition^ . rival(hip,v^i»tereft, humor or cap*- 
rice ?/Tis our true policy to fteer clear of permanent, al- 
liances, with any porxion of the foreign .world ;. fo far, I' 
mean as we ar« ^w atlibertyto doit*; for let meno* ' 
be uncierftood as capable of p^tronifmg infidelity to exift-- 
ing engagements. I hold the.- maxim no lefs applicable 
to publie than to privat-e affairs, .tKathoneily is always the 
beft policy, liepeat itytherefoVe, let thofe engagements 
be. obfecved in their genuine feqfe. But, in my, opiniog^ 
it is unneceffary, and would he unwife, to extend tlienj* 
Taking care always to keep outfelves, by fuitableeftabi^- 
liihment?, on a refpeiflable defenfive po(lure,.we m^x iaiW 
ly tiuft to temporary alUatvees t^t ^tX\Vi\'5ixsj^'^ j^^s^^^ 
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29. Hannony^ liberal intercourfe wkh all nations^ 
are recomoiended by policy, humanity, and intereft« But 
even our commercial poKcy (bould hold an equal and im« 
partial band ; neither feeklng nor granting exclufive fa- 
vors or preferences } confnlting |he natuial* courfe of 
things ; di£Fufing and diveri^fytng by gende means the 
ftreatps of commerce, but forcing nothing; eftablifhing^ 
with powera £b difpofed, in order to give trade a ftable 
cour^, to define the rights of our merchants, and toena-^ 
ble the government to fupport them, conventional rules. 
of intercourfe, the bed that prefent circumftances and 
motual opinion will permit^ but temporary,, and liablift 
to be from time to time abandoned or varied, as expe-^ 
rience and circumftances IfaaUdiAate ; conftantly keeping 
in view, that 'tis folly in one nation to look, for difmter^ 
•Aed&vors from another; that itmuftpay with a portion 
#f its independence for whatever it may accept under 
that character ; that by fuch acceptance, it may pUce- 
itfelf in the condition of having given equivalents for no-^ 
minal favors, and yet of being reproached with ingrati«! 
tude for not giving more. There can be no greater er«v 
ror than to ezpe^, or calculate upon real favors from na- 
tion to nation. 'Tis an illufibii which exjperience muft 
^re, which a jiid pride ought to diicard. 

' SO. In ofiering to you, my countrymen^ thofe covi^ 
lels of an old and affe^onate &iend> I dare aothope^ 
they will make the ftrong and lafting impreflton I could 
wifh : that they will controid the uAial current of th» 
paffions, or prevent our nation from running the courfe 
* which has hitherto marked the deftmy o{nati:ons : But, if 
I may even f!?,tter myfelf, that they may be produiSive of 
fome partial benefit, fome occafional good ; that they 
may now and then recur to moderate the fmy of party 
flpirit, to wain againft the mifchiefe of foreign intrigues,, 
and guard againft dxe impoftures of pretended patriotifm %, 
thishope^illbea futtpecompenceibr the fblicitudc for 
tour welfare, by which they have been diiftated,. How 
tar, in the difcharge of my ofiicial duties, I have beeat 
fdidedby the principles which ^avtbeen ddiimi^diL the 
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yublic recprds and other evidences of xxjy condu6l ' ^^^, 
witnefs to you and to the world. To myfelf, tks OTur- . 
jince of my own confcience is, that I have at lead belw 
cved myfelf to be guided by them. 

31. In relation to the ftill fubfifting war in Europe, 
myproclamation pfthe22dof April, 1793, is the index 
to my plan. Sariftioned by your approving voice and by 

'that of your reprefentatives in both houfes of congrefs» 
the fpirit of that meafurehas continually governed me; 

'uninfluenced by any attempt to deter or divert me from 
it. After deliberate examination, with the aid of the beft 
lights I could obtain, 1 was well fatisfied that our coun- 
try, under a,U the circumftances of the cafe, had a right 
to take, and was bound in dtuy and inteied, to take a neu- 
tral pofition. Having tal^en it, I determined, as faj'- 
fliould depend upon met, to maintain it, with mcder ' 
^rfeverance and firmnefs. ,g2 ^y 

32. The confideration which refpe^s tlie righj^ to-r^d 
the condud, it is not necefTary on this occafion tcf, detail. 1 
will only obferve, that according to ,my undert^anding 
of the matter, that right, fo far from being denied by any :-^ 
of the belligerent powers, has been virtually admitted by J 
alK The duty of holding a neutral condu^ may be in* | 
ferred, without any thing more, from the obligation which 
juilice and humanity impofe upon every nation, in cafes 
in which it is free to a^, to maintain inviolate the rela- 
tions of peace and amity towards other nations. Tht 
inducements of intered for obferving that condu^ will 
beft he referred to your own reflexions and experience. 
With me, a predominant motive has been to endeavor 
to gain tintie to our country to fettle and mature its yet 
recent inftitutions, and to progrefs without interruption, 
to that degree of ftrength and conflftency, which is ne- 
cefTary to give it, humanly fpeaking, the command of it$ 
own fortunes. | - 

33. Tho in reviewing the incidents of my adminiftra-* 
tion, I am unconfcious of intentional error ; I am never*^^ 
thelefs too fenfible of my defers not to think it probg* 
hlc that I any have committed many eriors. Wlx^Lt^^i^ 
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u-^' maybe, I fervently befeech the Almighty to avert 
or mitigate the evils to. which they may. tend. • I (hall 
alfo carry with me the hope that my country will never 
ceafc .to view them with indulgence i and that after forty- 
five year.s of my life dedicatee^ to it5 fervice, with an up- 
right 4'*^al> the faults of incompetent abilities^ will be coflt- 
figned to oblivion, as my felfmu ft fooh be !!Qjtiiemanfipiis 
of reft. Relying on its kindnefs in this as in. other, 
things,. and ad^uated by that fervent love- towards it, 
which is fo natural to a man, who views in it the native 
foil of himfelf.and his progenitors for fevcral ge^neratiocs;. 
I anticipate with pleafing expe(5l^tion that retreat, in 
which I promifc.myfelf.to realize, without alloy, the fircct 
enjoyment of partaking, in the midft of my fellow citri^ns^. 
*'• benign influence of good laws under ^ free- govera- 
•Ited. — jj^g g^gj. favourite objefl of my henr^ and [hie^ 

#f its, reward, as I traft> of our mutual caics,\a.bots. 
thatctA.. 



igers* 



itfelf^-z 
^'^"' G: WASHINGTON.. 
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INCREASE COOKE & CO. 



sovra cofyEM ofjTjie oREEirj vew^havev. 



LIBERAL credit will be given to refponfibfe 

cu&omessy and a liberal dlfcount made for ready 'pay«-~ 
The (lore is now furni{he4 with all the books in ufe, and -^ 
particular, pains, have been taken that fchool books, eipc- 
eially, be beund to wear well.-^Acaden>ies» country book^ 
fellers, merchants and gentlemen^ who trade in the fouth« 
etn ftaies, and in the new weftern fettlemeiits may be 
fur niflied -with the following articles^ 9i%» 

. , » • ■ 

FOLIO, quarto, odavo, Canne's preaching, elegant 
pockety and common fchool Bibles, with or without 
^^ocrypha, plates, notes, Oftervald's refleftipns, concord- 
ance, index, &c. &c. and. la elegant or plain bindings at 
correfponding prices, from 9 dollars the dozen to 15 dol- 
lars (ingle book. / 

Greek Lexicons,. Latin Didionaries,. Greek ancf Latin 
grammars, VtrgiPs and Tully's, large and fmall, with 
and withdut tranflations*— Clark's and Mait*s Introdu^- 
on to making Latin, . Cheever's Accidents— Common^ 
Flape books on the plaa of John^ Locke, Efq, — Blaff'^ 
Lectures on Rhetoric and Belles Lettres, at Large and 
abridged — Locke's Effay on the human underftanding — 
Duncan's Logic — and generally all the books ufed in col- 
leges and academies^ moft of which may ufuall/ be had 
iec on d hand, vgry cheap. 

, H^ebjer'*s Comptndtous DtSionar^ oC the Englifli Lan- 
Na^e, in which five thouCatvd ^woxds ^t^" ^^^^d vi the 
ii»ter found in tlie be& TE.t^^\^ ^^qxc^^^^^^^v^^^^^- 



^oeraphy is in fome inftanccs corieded ; the pronutt* 
ciation marked by an accent or other fuitable direction ; 
and the definitions of niany words amended and improved. 

Johnfon's, Sheridan's, Perry's, Entick's and Walker's 
Didtipnaries^ the Odtavo and the fmall editions. 

Webfter's Elements of Ufeful Knowledge, containing 
a hiftorical and geographical account of the United States, 
for the ufe of fchools, in three parts— and the revifed edir 
tion of the American Spelling book. 

Murray's Pirft book for children, Spelling book, Inuo^ 
<luftion, Englifh Reader and Sequel. 

The Aftronimical and Geographical Catechifm fcft" 
the ufe of children, the Child's Companion, the Ameri« 
can Preceptor and Columbian Orator, by Caleb Bingham. 

Mooie's Gentleman and Ladies' ^fonitor. 

Scott's LefFons in Elocution, or a feledion of pieces, 
m profe and verfe, for the improvement of yoi^th in 
reading and fpeaking. 

Watts' Pialms and Hymns, bound feparate or together, 
plain and elegant, various editions, ^ 

Prayer books, fmall and large, in plain and elegant, 
binding. 

Morfe's Geographies and Gazetteers, at large atiA 
abridged, lateft editions— former editions fecond hand at 
half price, with or without atlafes. 

Guthrie's and Pinckerton's Geographies. 

A variety of elegant Atlafes, feparate. 

Teftamentsr— American Seledions — Staniford's Art of 
Reading — Dwight's Geography—Child's Spelling Book 
—Child's InBruaor— Pike's Arithmetic— Daboll's do— 
Dijworth's do. improved, Waltch^ls Mercantile do. ^ 
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N. B: — ^The above are for fale, wholefale and retai}^ 
to which i^ay be added, a very extenfive affortment of 
books in all clafles of literature, among which are the late 
European and American Publications, on the very bed 
terms. 

I. C. & Co. have lately publiflied a great variety of 
fmall books, for ,the amufement and inftruAtoiDLCkl^&C^^^^ 
and youth, of various fiicsatvdi^x\c^^,?ccei':it^^ ^S^vOjx '^'^- 



vifture books, of ttrelve dJfifereilt kinds in the ioteA, "gh 
^mcnted whh bearatiful cuts — and cf a lafger fiz6, WaCts* 
Hvitie Songs— Prize fof Ybuthful Obedience— 'Children 
\ the Wood— Pope's Effay— Goldfmith*s Defefted Vil- 
'^— Early Piety— New 'folcen— The Shepherd of 
Jiftury pkin — -^op's Fables — A Memorial of the con- 
Tion, etperience and happy deaths of eighteen Children 
tc. fitc. mafkmg in all a variety o£ more than 100 
f,ll books, moral atid rdigiouSp bio^aphical ^nd hifto- 
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Royal, meditittt, detn'u and fboPscap papef, fot led- 
gers, journals, record books» day-books, and blank account 
books of all fees, various rulings and prices— Morocco 
and other memoranduih bocks — ^gentlertieii's and ladies^ 
pocket books, and thread cafe^-^razor ftrops (Hopkins') 
and pafte — flates and pencils — Dutch quills — -red and 
Wack ink powder— blick led pencils-*'tartoife-(bell cohibs 
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